
Some plants, especially herbs, act 
as repellents, confusing insects with their 
strong odors that mask the scent of the 
intended host plants. 

  Dill and basil planted among to-
matoes protect the tomatoes from horn-
worms, and sage scattered about the cab-
bage patch reduces injury from cabbage 
moths. 

 Marigolds are as good as gold 
when grown with just about any garden 
plant, repelling beetles, nematodes, and 
even animal pests. 

 Some companions act as trap 
plants, luring insects to themselves. Na-
sturtiums, for example, are so favored by 
aphids that the devastating insects will 
flock to them instead of other plants. 

 Carrots, dill, parsley, and parsnip 
attract garden heroes -- praying mantises, 
ladybugs, and spiders -- that dine on insect 
pests. 

 Much of companion planting is 
common sense: Lettuce, radishes, and oth-
er quick-growing plants sown between 
hills of melons or winter squash will ma-
ture and be harvested long before these 
vines need more leg room. 

  Leafy greens like spinach and 
Swiss chard grown in the shadow of 
corn.  Sunflowers appreciate the dapple 
shade that corn casts and, since their 
roots occupy different levels in the soil, 
don't compete for water and nutrients. 

Incompatible Plants (Combatants) 

 While white garlic and onions 
repel a plethora of pests and make ex-
cellent neighbors for most garden 
plants, the growth of beans and peas is 
stunted in their presence. 

  Potatoes and beans grow poor-
ly in the company of sunflowers, and 
although cabbage and cauliflower are 
closely related, they don't like each 
other at all. 

Strange Pairings 

Sometimes plants may be 
helpful to one another only at a certain 
stage of their growth. The number and 
ratio of different plants growing togeth-
er is often a factor in their compatibil-
ity, and sometimes plants make good 
companions for no apparent reason. 

  You would assume that keep-
ing a garden weed-free would be a good 
thing, but this is not always the case. 

Certain weeds pull nutrients from deep 
in the soil and bring them close to the 
surface. When the weeds die and de-
compose, nutrients become available in 
the surface soil and are more easily 
accessed by shallow-rooted plants. 

Perhaps one of the most intri-
guing examples of strange garden bed-
fellows is the relationship between the 
weed stinging nettle and several vegeta-
ble varieties. For reasons that are un-
clear, plants grown in the presence of 
stinging nettle display exceptional vigor 
and resist spoiling. 

One of the keys to successful 
companion planting is observation. 
Record your plant combinations and the 
results from year to year, and share this 
information with other gardening 
friends. Companionship is just as im-
portant for gardeners as it is for gar-
dens. 
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success in a garden. Plants have to 
grow well with one another. 

 
Some are friends and some 

are foes! Learn more about com-
panion planting or what is also 
called companion gardening. 

 

Examples of Companion Plants 
 Blueberries, mountain 

laurel, azaleas, and other erica-
ceous (heath family) plants thrive 
in the acidic soils created by pines 
and oaks. 

 
 Shade-loving plants seek 

the shelter provided by a wooded 
grove. The shade-lovers in return 
protect the forest floor from ero-
sion with their thick tangle of 
shallow roots. 

 
 Legumes and some trees, 

such as alders, have symbiotic re-
lationships with bacteria in the 
soil that help them to capture ni-
trogen from the air and convert it 
to fertilizer, enriching the soil so 
plants can prosper in their pres-
ence. 

 

loaded, no internet connection is 
needed to view them in the future. 
 

There are lots more out there 

just look around and see what is 

available, most are free or very 

inexpensive.   Just type in garden-

ing or landscaping in your app 

store search box to see what is 

available. 

 Think Outside the Box  

 

What should be planted?? 
In April and May just about all of 
our garden vegetables can go in. 
Everyone thinks about the toma-

toes, peppers, squash and okra, 
but think outside the box if you 
enjoy fresh asparagus now is the 
time to plant it, as well.  Just re-
member asparagus is a perennial 
and it takes 2 growing seasons to 
mature, so plant it to one side of 
the garden.   

 
Eggplant is another vege-

table people don’t grow a lot of, 
but I think that is because they 
don’t know what to do with it.  It 
can be fried like squash, made into 
delicious eggplant parmesan, or 
even marinated and grilled.  There 
are lots of other options for this 
wonderful veggie that is full of 
antioxidants. 

 

Plant companions ensure 

a happy garden--and gar-

dener 

 
It takes more than good 

soil, sun, and nutrients to ensure 

We are on Facebook 

 
Look out Little River County Ex-
tension-Agriculture and Natural 
Resources has a Facebook page! 
“Like” us for up to date events 
and programs. It will contain eve-
rything from livestock to lawn and 
garden. Here is the page:  
https://www.facebook.com/
LittleRiverCoUAEXANR/ 
 

Technology in the Lawn & 

Garden 

 

For those of you who are tech sav-

vy there are quite a few apps out 

there that can be downloaded to 

smartphones and tablets to help 

you identify pests, mix chemicals, 

and all kinds of other cool stuff 

some of them include: 

 
Weed Id Guide-developed by the 
University of Missouri it allows 
you to search for weeds by there 
common or Latin name, view a 
list of weeds, or identify weeds 
based upon a number of different 
characteristics.  It is FREE. 
 
The Weather Channel- This is 
always handy to get local fore-
casts, radar, and other weather re-
lated information. It is FREE. 
Leaf Snap- Uses visual recogni-
tion software to help identify tree 
species from photos of their 
leaves. FREE    
 
Bonide- is an app that helps iden-
tify bugs and other pest you may 
have.  Now for control they will 
promote their products but the 
identification part is excellent!!  It 
too is FREE. 
iBooks- is FREE you can down-
load your favorite fact sheets from 
our website and store them there. 
Once the publications are down-
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Lessons I Learned... 

As many of you know, I like to experi-
ment in our garden. Last year I planted 
a few herbs to try out; they were all 
perennials. I didn’t bother them too 
much last year, but was so looking for-
ward to cooking with them this spring 
and summer! Alas, it wasn’t meant to 
be for me to have fresh herbs. I failed 
to tell my father-in-law that I had 
planted them at the edge of the gar-

den, where I thought they would be 
out of the way. He did his early 
Spring spraying of glyphosate 
around the garden and got my 
rosemary, chives and dill. The les-
son I learned from this experience 
is 1) let those who help with the 
garden know that you have planted 
something different, 2) flag it or 
mark it so there is NO question that 

it is supposed to be there, 3) re-
mind them you have planted some-
thing new and not in a normal spot. 
Some lessons you just can’t learn 
from a 
book. 

 
Each year I get calls from vegetable gardeners on problems in their garden and many times it is either 

excessive nutrient or nutrient deficiencies. Here are the major deficiencies we see and their symptoms: 
 
Nitrogen  Stems are thin, erect, & hard. Leaves are smaller Excessive leaching on  
   than normal, pale green or yellow; lower leaves light soils. 
   are affected first, but all leaves may be deficient 
   in severe cases. Plants grow slowly. 
 
Phosphorus  Stems are then & shortened. Leaves develop  On acid soils. 
   purple coloration, first on the undersides &   Temporary  
   later throughout. Plants grow slowly, and   deficiency on cold, 
   maturity is delayed.     wet soils. 
 
Potassium  Older leaves develop gray or tan areas near the Excessive leaching  
   margins. Eventually a scorch around the entire on light soils. 
   leaf margin may occur. Chlorotic areas may  
   develop throughout the leaf. 
 
Calcium  Stem elongation restricted by death of the   On acid soil, following 
   growing  point. Root tips die & root growth  leaching rains, on  
   is restricted. Specific deficiencies include:  soils with very high 
   blossom-end rot of tomatoes.    Potassium levels, or 
          very dry soils. 

Nutrient Deficiency Symptoms 
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