
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bermudagrass Maintenance 

With the days getting longer and everything starting to turn green, many people are headed outside to work in 

their yards. Bermudagrass is the most used lawn grass in Arkansas. It will grow on a wide range of soil types, if 

there is adequate drainage and plenty of sunlight. Full sunlight is a must for this grass to survive. If you have a 

heavily shaded yard, this would not be ideal for your yard. 

Another major benefit to having bermudagrass is that it recovers quickly from damage caused by lot of traffic. 

During long periods of time without rainfall, your lawn may start to brown. Once there is a significant amount of 

rainfall, the recovery will be quick. The many desirable properties of bermudagrass is also the undesirable for 

some. Rapid growth means frequent mowing during the summer. Bermudagrass is known to spread and invade 

your garden or other unwanted areas. 

Bermudagrass maintenance calendar This table shows the optimum time period to perform various 

maintenance practices to your bermudagrass lawn. The optimum lawn maintenance period may be started 

earlier or extended based on variations in annual weather conditions and/or location in Arkansas. 

A is displayed for an Acceptable month for the designated task.  

B is displayed for the Best month for the designated task. 

 

 

Task Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Watering    A A B B B A A   

Mowing    A B B B B B A   

Fertilization    A B B B B A    

Liming  A B B A    A B B A 

Aeration    A B B B B A    

Dethatching    A B B B A     

Seeding  A B B B A       

Sodding  A A B B B B B B A A A 

Weed control              

Preemergencecrabgrass A B B A         

Postemergencebroadleaf   A B B B B  B B A  

Postemergencegrasses/sedges    A B B B A     

Postemergencewinter annuals           B B 
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Planting Chart 

March 
strawberries, asparagus, 
lettuce, carrots, kohlrabi, 
radish, cauliflower, cabbage, 
broccoli, sweet corn, mustard, 
turnips, Swiss chard, beets, Irish 
potatoes, onions, spinach, 
English peas   

 

 

April 
asparagus, sweet corn, summer 
squash, okra, peppers, 
cucumbers, sweet potatoes, 
eggplants, tomatoes, beans, 
edamame, kohlrabi, broccoli, 
cabbage, collards, Swiss chard, 
lettuce, radish, beets, 
watermelon, cantaloupe 

 

May 
edamame, asparagus, 
pumpkins, tomatoes, summer 
squash, southern peas, sweet 
potatoes, peppers, okra, 
eggplants, cucumbers, 
watermelon, cantaloupe, 
beans, collards, radish

 

Managing Pastures for Different Seasonal Forage Requirements 
Different livestock operations require different seasonal pasture 

strategies for optimum animal production. Spring-calving herds have 

different seasonal forage requirements than fall-calving herds. 

A good forage program includes plans to ensure adequate pasture and 

hay quantity and quality to match the animal requirements during 

each season. 
 

Spring and Fall Forages for Pastures 

Spring and fall forages include cool-season grasses and legumes such 

as clover. Cool-season grasses produce most of the annual growth during spring and fall but are usually dormant 

or unproductive during hot summer months. 

About two-thirds of the annual growth of perennial cool-season grasses occurs in the spring and about one-third 

of the annual growth occurs during the fall. Perennial cool-season grasses grown in Arkansas include tall fescue, 

Kentucky bluegrass, matua bromegrass, and orchardgrass. Winter annual cool-season grasses include annual 

ryegrass and small grains such as wheat, cereal rye, and oats. Commonly grown legumes include perennial 

clovers like red and white clover, annual clovers like arrowleaf, crimson, and subterranean clover, and other 

legumes including hairy vetch, winter peas, lespedeza, and alfalfa. 
 

Forages for Summer Pastures 

Warm-season grasses grow rapidly during the summer months but grow very little in spring or fall. 

Warm-season grasses provide good quality, actively growing forage during the hot summer when cool-season 

grasses and many legumes are dormant or unproductive. A forage program that includes both warm-season and 

cool-season grass pastures will provide a more constant forage supply over the growing season. 

Typical perennial warm-season grasses grown in Arkansas include bermudagrass, bahiagrass, dallisgrass, and 

johnsongrass. Some annual warm-season grasses include crabgrass, millet (several species), and sorghum-

sudan. 

Where wildlife is important on the farm, native warm-season grasses are grown to provide nesting cover and 

can be grazed or harvested for hay. Native warm-season grasses include big bluestem, indiangrass, little 

bluestem, eastern gamagrass, and switchgrass. 

 



Bagworms in Arkansas 
 

What are bagworms? 

Bagworms are caterpillars that molt into moths. They are typically identified by 

the bags they construct as they feed. Bagworm larvae enclose themselves in 

cone-shaped bags and partially emerge to consume foliage. 

This insect is seldom seen, except for the head of the larva protruding from the 

bag. Larvae are mottled brown to black and enclose themselves in bags spun from 

silk strands. Bits of leaves and twigs from the host plant are incorporated into the 

bag during its creation as camouflage. During June, bags are difficult to see, since 

these newly formed bags are less than 1/4" in length. Bags increase to 1 1/2" in length by late summer. 

 

How serious is a bagworm infestation? 

Bagworms are a serious pest, capable of rapid buildup and extensive defoliation. Annual surveys during fall, 

winter, or early spring are important to detect infested plants before serious damage results. 

Commonly infested plants  

Plants attacked by bagworms include evergreens such as juniper, arborvitae, cedars, cypress, pine, hemlock, and 

spruce. Broadleaved plants that may be attacked include apple, basswood, black locust, boxelder, elm, honey 

locust, Indian hawthorn, maple, various oaks, persimmon, sumac, sycamore, wild cherry, willow and azalea. 

Signs of bagworm infestation 

Infested plants suffer an increasing degree of leaf damage/defoliation from June to late July and August. 

Stripping of leaves is usually most noticeable in the uppermost parts of trees and shrubbery. Also associated 

with an infestation of bagworms is the presence of many spindle-shaped bags up to 1 1/2" in length from late 

summer to spring. 

How to treat for bagworms 

Handpicking bagworms off the plants is the cheapest way to control them. Picking off and burning or destroying 

bags from fall until spring will reduce populations, but it's tedious. 

The presence of bags during winter is a good indication of which plants need to be treated the following year. 

There is only one generation per year. Eggs in bags thrown on the ground will hatch in the spring and develop 

into larvae that could reinfest the plants. 

Chemical control is not as effective when the caterpillars close their bags to molt or pupate. In most areas, 

insecticides applied in April, May and June are effective. Small larvae are more susceptible to insecticides. Larger 

larvae and molting larvae are not easily killed. Insecticides with some residual are preferred. 

Recommended insecticides for bagworms 

Recommended insecticides for homeowners include 

• Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki (Bonide Thuricide, Ferti-Lome Dipel Dust) 

• bifenthrin (Ferti-lome Broad Spectrum Insecticide, Hi-Yield Bug Blaster Bifenthrin, Ortho MAX Pro) 

• bifenthrin + zeta-cypermethrin (Ortho Home Defense Insect Killer for Lawn & Landscape) 

• carbaryl (Bonide Complete Fruit Tree Spray, GardenTech Sevin Concentrate Bug Killer) 

• beta cyfluthrin + imidacloprid (Bayer Advanced Dual Action Rose & Flower Insect Killer Ready-To-Use) 

• cyfluthrin (Bayer Advanced Vegetable & Garden Insect Spray Concentrate) 

• malathion (various) 

• spinosad (Bonide Captain-Jacks Deadbug Concentrate, Monterey Garden Insect Spray, Natural Guard 

Brand by Ferti-lome Spinosad Bagworm, Tent Caterpillar and Chewing Insect Control)  



Mineral Supplements 
Pastures are greening up and spring breeding isn't far away. Arkansas forages 

can be marginal to deficient in both major minerals and trace minerals. 

Tracking mineral intake is just as important as providing a good mineral. 

Formulation and consumption go hand-in-hand for taking care of deficiencies. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

  

Samantha Horn 
County Extension Agent- 

                                                             Agriculture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to 

race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or veteran status, genetic information, 

or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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