
  After the dreary grey tones of the 
winter landscape, I celebrate the 
first bursts of color that the hardy 
winter jasmine brings to the scene.    

      Winter Jasmine will grow in  any 
type of well drained soil.  Some 
added compost does help, but is  
not crucial.   

     This vine grows quickly to 
heights of 10-12 feet if not trimmed 
or trained.  It can also be used as 
ground cover to stop erosion. It can 
be trained to a trellis.    Trim once a 
year after blooms to encourage less 
leggy plants with more blooms.                        

 

 

   *FUN FACT* 

For Hot Spring 

County, the 

average yearly 

last frost is  

APRIL 1. 

Winter Jasmine 

     The pot of daffodils 
in bloom is the focal 
point in so many home 
decorators’ living 
rooms.  You can easily 
create these accents.   

     Choose 6-12 bulbs 
of the same variety to 
ensure synchronized 
blooming for impact.  
Bulbs that have been 
forced in water will last 
longer in indirect 
sunlight once in bloom. 

 

 

1. Choose a  shallow bowl. 

2. Fill with 2 1/2 inches decorative 

pebbles. 

3. Place bulbs on top of pebbles. 

4. Water daily to ensure water stays at 

top of pebbles, but the bulbs should 

not be immersed. 

5. Allow 4 weeks for bulbs to burst into 

bloom. 
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Forcing Daffodils 



pesky afternoon sun or 

unsightly blemish on the 

horizon.   

Mix morning glory, winter 

jasmine, honeysuckle. 

After a clump is 3 or more 

Cane grows quickly.  Once 

established, it is quite hardy 

and useful.   

By planting climbing flowers 
among the canes, a showy 

wall is soon blocking that 

years old, an abundance of 

canes will be ready for 

harvesting. 

The canes can be used 
staking plants such as beans 

and tomatoes. 
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Privacy or Shade Wall  

Raised Beds 

 

You do not have to be a carpenter to build 

your own raised beds.  2X8 treated lumber 

will be substantial enough to contain soil.  

Keep the size small enough you can reach 

past the middle for planting and weeding.  

Not crafty? there are numerous kits on the 

market using materials that range from 

wood to metal to poly-plastics.  

Easter Lilies bloom 

in June if planted    

outside .   

Easter lilies are  

TOXIC to cats . 

Building Raised Beds 

Why have raised beds become so popular? 

 Drainage 

If you invest in quality bulbs, it is disheartening to see them 

turn to mush because they are sitting in wet soil.  Strategi-

cally placed raised beds will bring potential to formerly 

problem spots. 

 Accessibility 

Tired of bending all the way over?  Bring the beds up to a 

comfortable level.  Weeding and planting with less stain will 

make gardening more relaxing and enjoyable. 

 Deters small critters 

The terrapins, escaped from grandchildren most likely,  

that always seem to find the tastiest cucumbers, tomatoes, 

and squash cannot climb up into the raised beds.  If the 

beds are taller than 18 inches, the rabbits will also be de-

prived of those tender greens and peas. 

 Soil quality 

The plants and flowers you grow do not have to be chosen 

by the soil type of your yard.  Choose your plans; then ad-

just the soil in the raised bed to meet the plants’ require-

ments.  Remember: the University of Arkansas Extension 

Office is available for soil testing services and fertilizer   

advice. 

 



Witch hazels are most 
well recognized during 
February for the 
shaggy, spidery winter 
blooms with long, 
crinkly petals, 
clustered up and 
down the length of the 
branches. 

Witch hazels  are 
hardy, maintenance-
free, and ignored by 
most pests. They can 
be classifies as small 
trees or large shrubs 
since some varieties 
can become 10 to 20 

feet, spreading nearly 
as wide. The leaves 
turn all sorts of colors 
in fall.   

     Native Americans  
valued these shrubs 
their medicinal 
properties.  It was 
used to treat ailments 
like coughs,  aches 
and pains, diarrhea, 
and other internal ills.  
Externally, the 
naturalists use it for  
topical treatments. 

     

 1/2 cup fresh basil 
leaves, packed  
 2 cups baby spinach 

 1/2 cup freshly 
grated  Parmesan 
cheese 
 1/2 cup extra virgin 
olive oil 
 

outdoor sunny place 
when temperatures are 
between 50-85.  They 
need soil that is well 
drained with lots of 
organic matter.  Add 
coffee grounds to keep 
the acidity level high. 

Check regularly for 
spider mites and other 
pests. 

Cherished for their sweet 
fragrance, gardenias are 
a welcome addition to 
your pot garden near the 
seating area.   

In Arkansas, gardenias 
will require extra care if 
one intends for the bush 
to be outside.  When 
temperatures drop below 
50 degrees, the plants 
need protection from cold.  
Place gardenias in an 
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  Pesto                                        

Gardenias 

Hardy Shrubs 

 

From the  

Garden 

 

 1/3 cup 
chopped walnuts 
 3 garlic cloves 
 Salt and black pepper 

 Pulse in a food 
processor. 
 Store tightly covered. 
 

Serve with warm bread. 

 

Pesto makes a tasty 
addition to 

sandwiches; use is in 
lieu of dressings or 

spreads. 

As a dip, pesto can 
be paired with 



 

Hot Spring County 
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Hot Spring County Cooperative Extension Service 

1415 Smith Street 

Malvern, AR 72104 

HOT SPRING COUNTY 
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1415 Smith Street  

Malvern, Arkansas 72104 
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Social Media! 
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February is the time to prune fruit 

trees. 


