
lines to the pallet of 

greens.  Is poor drainage 

a problem?  Try planting 

Variegated Japanese 

Water Iris. 

When preparing a bed 

for iris, remember that 

the rhizome should not 

be completely covered 

with soil.  The roots 

need to extend 

downward in soil, but 

the rhizome needs to 

remain visible.   

Do not cut green leaves 

away until late fall.  Let 

them die back on their 

own after nourishing the 

plant to ensure next  

season’s blooms.                                      

Variegated foliage is a 

pleasant addition to the 

reasons why iris are a 

mainstay in so many 

gardens.   

Iris have traditionally 

been sun lovers, but the 

new Variegated Siberian 

Iris thrives in partial 

shade.  Planted beside 

hosta, the iris adds    

attractive, contrasting 

July 14 

Bob Byers is coming to 

Malvern to teach an  

advanced class in  

Landscape Design. 

Farmers’ Market 

Master Gardeners will 

host an informational 

booth at                    

Farmers’ Market      each 

Friday. 

Master Gardener    

President              

Melvyn Stewart hosted 

the May meeting in his 

garden. 

Variegated Iris 

RIFA Invasion 

Red Imported Fire Ants 

are among the most  

invasive pests for hay 

producers and other 

gardeners in Southern 

Arkansas. 

Contact pesticides must 

touch the ants before the 

pests are affected.  Since 

the queen can lay 500-

3000 eggs per day, the 

population is replen-

ished too rapidly for 

most contact pesticides 

to be totally efficient.   

U of A           research 

shows that using      

insect bait first be-

fore dusting seems 

to provide the best re-

sults.  The worker ants 

transport the bait deep 

into the tunnels to reach 

the queen.  
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Large containers are the    

answer to the dilemma 

faced by millions who 

live in metropolitan 

spaces.  Not all people 

who enjoy the sweet 

taste of berries have 

enough space for beds.   

Berries can be planted in 

pots for the  patio, the 

porch, or the yard. 

Strawberries grow  well 

in hanging baskets and 

decorative pots.  To help 

with drainage, put 

gravel  or pebbles in the  

bottom of the container 

before adding soil.  

Plant at least 2 inches 

apart.   

Raspberries can be 

grown in big containers.  

About  6 plants will fill a 

5 gallon pot of fertile 

soil.  For the sweetest, 

juiciest berries, the 

plants require moist soil, 

lots of sunlight, and   

fertilizer high in potash. 

Blackberries are not as 

readily seen in pots as 

other berries. They can 

add height to a 

grouping of pots or even 

in a mixed planting.  

You will need to stake 

the blackberry canes as 

they grow.  New  

growth does not 

produce the fruit, so 

prune  carefully. 

well in pots or the gar-

den.  They need full sun 

a soil rich in organic 

matter. 

Bloody Butcher variety 

will produce in just 8 

weeks. 

When I think of the 

most kid friendly gar-

den plant, I think of the 

cherry tomatoes.  Not 

only are they a healthy 

snack, they are also a 

quick, easy garnish for  

many foods. 

Cherry tomatoes  grow 

SALSA 

Mix 1 cup each 

Chopped tomatoes 

Chopped onion 

Cilantro 

Then juice of two limes 

Jalapeño to taste 

Since  recorded history, 

garlic has been lauded as 

a spice for meat dishes.  

This heat tolerant herb is 

now  used in all types of 

cooking. 

Garlic can easily be 

grown in your flower 

beds or garden areas.  It 

likes soil that is well 

drained with high 

organic matter content.           

If planted in rocky soil 

or compacted clay soil, 

one runs the risk of 

misshaped bulbs.   

The leaves can be used 

in recipes that call for 

leeks or chives.  The tall, 

flowing stalks add 

dimension to a planting 

area.   
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Blueberries are a favorite 

for container gardening.     

Bite of nostalgia 

Garlic 

Cherry tomatoes 

Bountiful Berries 

 



Fall color can be as 

rewarding  as spring if 

you plan for it. Popular 

fall decorations include 

pumpkins, gourds, and 

corn. 

If you have lots of space , 

you can really spread 

out, but if you are limited 

try planting all three 

plant types in one bed.   

Prepare a bed  12 feet by 

12 feet..  Plant 6 pumpkin 

seeds, 2 seeds per hill,  in 

hills in the center 3 feet.  

Then plant corn 12 inches 

apart , 12 inches  inside 

the bed edge on 3 sides.  

Plant 2 

gourd seeds 

between 

each of the 

corn seeds. 

When this 

grows out, 

the pumpkins will fill the 

interior space negating 

the need to mulch.  The 

gourds will use the corn 

stalks for a trellis.  Since 

the corn is near the edge of 

the bed, harvesting  will be 

easily reached. 

A growing season of 90 

frost free days will work 

for all three crops,  so plan 

to plant near mid-July for 

the mid-October harvest.   

Personally, I will let the 

grandchildren get involved  

in the planting over the 

July Fourth holiday.  Then 

they can help harvest and 

This plant is commonly 

found under a number 

of names, such as        

citronella plant,        

mosquito plant          

geranium, citrosa       

geranium and Pelargoni-

um citrosum. Though 

many of its names leave 

the impression that it 

I live in paradise—well, 

it would be  paradise 

were it  not for the   

mosquito population.   

I bought two beautiful 

plants, but I still have 

the mosquitos.  Why?  

contains citronella, 

which is a common        

ingredient in insect   

repellent, the plant is 

actually a variety of 

scented geranium that 

simply produces a cit-

ronella-like scent when 

the leaves are crushed. 

As with any planting, I 

needed to evaluate 

why I was choosing the 

variety.  I wanted 

shade on my arbor, 

leaves for pickles, and 

fruit.  What  I did not 

want was high 

maintenance.         Dr. 

Keith Striegler, U of A 

Specialist says, 

Muscadines seem to 

flourish in our South 

Arkansas climate  with 

much less care than 

grapes.  When I 

mentioned planting 

grapes, Rachel Bearden, 

County Extension 

Agent, wanted to know 

if I had considered 

muscadines. 
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Misrepresented geranium 

Muscadines 

Squared away for fall 

“Muscadine grape have 

been grown successfully 

in Arkansas home 

gardens for many 

years due to their 

low susceptibility 

to diseases and 

insects. Muscadine 

fruit are eaten 

fresh or processed into 

juice, jelly, jam and wine 

by homeowners.     

decorate come fall. 

The pumpkins can be used 

whole, painted, or carved.  Save 

the seeds for roasting.  The ears 

of corn not eaten by you and 

the family can be stored for a 

winter treat for squirrels, deer, 

and raccoons.  The stalks 

should be tied in bundles to 

dry. The hard shell gourds used 

for decorations and birdhouses 

are inedible.  The gourds can be 

added to yard decorations, 

tablescapes, or painted to use as 

birdhouses.. 

Muscadine grapes are adapted to 

almost any well-drained, 

moderately fertile soil. 

Sites where muscadine 

grapes will be grown 

should receive full 

sunlight. Fruit set and 

production will be reduced 

if vines are grown in an area that 

is shaded for more than several 

hours each day during the 

growing season.“ 



proceeds from the most 

recent sale in 2015.   

“Because we did not 

work with any other 

group such as 4H or 

FFA, all of the proceeds 

remain with HSCMG 

after payment of        

expenses such as   

building rental, and  

printing.” 

The proceeds should 

allow the club the 

financial freedom to 

make a more significant        

donation to the          

The Hot Spring County 

Master Gardener Plant 

Sale was a great       

success on April 8th.   

There was a substantial 

line of customers 

waiting for admission 

by 7:40. It is fortunate 

that almost all set-up 

and labeling was 

completed by     Friday 

night.   

Pat Treadway said, “We 

sold out and raised 

$1348.00 which was 

more than double the 

Janet Bierman Carson 

Scholarships, and/or to 

increase community  

education and        

beautification projects.  

Kudos to all those who 

grew plants and 

donated plants; to those 

who taught 

informational classes; to 

all those on the planning 

committee; and to all 

those not  mentioned 

who         contributed to 

make this a grand event. 

Spring Plant Sale 

Plan for the Hot 

Spring County Fair; 

let’s make it the      

horticulture exhibit to     

remember. 
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