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Armyworms are here! 

They’re called fall armyworms, but this year, 
they’re not even waiting for summer to bring 
their appetites to Arkansas’ lawns, pastures 
and rice fields.  
Monday evening Kevin Lawson, Perry 
County extension staff chair for the 
University of Arkansas System Division of 
Agriculture, noted hungry little caterpillars 
on some rice in his county, and urged those 
with sod farms, pastures and hayfields to 
“start scouting now.”  
“This is very early,” he said Tuesday. “Now is 
the time to keep an eye out.”  
Extension agents have 
reported armyworms in 
Faulkner, Garland, 
Hempstead, Howard, Little 
River, Nevada, Pike, Pope and 
Sevier counties as well.  
Fall armyworms typically don’t 
debut until July, but with the 
relatively warm winter and 
spring, “everything is early this 
year,” Lawson said. “It’s going 
to be a big insect year for our farmers.”  
He said growers in his county were already 
anticipating the pests and had stocked up on 
control products. For those producers 
getting ready to cut hay – cutting the hay 
would be the best form of control.  
Farmers aren’t the only ones affected. 
Armyworms have strong appetite for 
Bermudagrass and can often make a lawn 
disappear overnight.  
True armyworms appear in spring and look 
similar to fall armyworms, and both can be 
very destructive. True armyworms are green 
with brown or black paired spots along their 
backs. Fall armyworms have dark stripes and 
a light-colored marking that looks like an 
inverted Y on their heads.  

Fall armyworms are sensitive to cold and 
overwinter in southern Florida, southern 
Texas and in Central and South America, 
said Kelly Loftin, extension entomologist for 
the Division of Agriculture. “They make 
their way to Arkansas on wind currents 
from the south.  
“Initial moth flights, which vary in size and 
timing, will influence severity and timing of 
fall armyworm outbreaks,” he said. “Unlike 
the nocturnal true armyworms, fall 
armyworm caterpillars feed any time of the 
day or night but are most active early in the 

morning or late in the evening.” 
When they appear, they are 
hungry.  
“Often, after a severe fall 
armyworm infestation, the only 
vegetation left in the field will be 
tough stems,” Loftin said. “Fall 
armyworms seldom kill healthy, 
established bermudagrass. 
However, newly established stands 
of bermudagrass, fescue and 

winter annuals such as rye, ryegrass, and 
wheat are at risk of stunting or dying.”  
Loftin said that although pyrethroids work 
quickly to kill the worms, they have limited 
residual activity. 
“This year, we are seeing overlapping 
generations which means that adult moths 
can lay eggs more frequently to quickly re-
infest the field,” he said. “With overlapping 
generations, products with longer residual 
activity will provide longer term control.”  
Examples of products with longer residual 
activity include Prevathon, which is 
chlorantraniliprole; Besiege, 
chlorantraniliprole plus lambda-cyhalothrin; 
and Intrepid, which is methoxyfenozide.    
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Dow AgroSciences has came out 
with a new way to apply 
herbicide, mixing it in with 
fertilize. On May 23rd, along 
with Blair Griffin and Kenny 
Simon, we put out a 
demonstration at Friendship 
and Bismarck High School 
comparing this new option and 
several existing methods of 
fertilize and spray herbicide.  
 
 

Broadleaf Weed Control Demonstration 
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Tick Collection Study– Kits are Available at the Extension Office  

1. Control 
2. Grazon Next HL (1qt/ac) 
3. Fertilizer (60-80-100) 
4. Grazon Next (1qt/ac) + 

fertilizer (60-80-100) 
5. Grazon PD (1qt/ac) + fertilizer 

(60-80-100) 
6. Weedmaster (1qt/ac) + 

fertilizer (60-80-100) 
7. Impregnated (Grazon Next 

HL)dry fertilizer (1qt/ac + (60-
80-100) 

It will be very interesting to see the 
results of this trial. If you are 
interested in checking it out 
throughout the next few weeks, you 
are welcome to give Rachel a call 
and I am happy to go show you 
around. We will be having a field 
day in August after Day 60 to view 
all the results.  
If you have any questions, please let 
me know.  

 It’s hard to avoid blood-sucking 
ticks when the weather gets warm, 
but the University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture 
wants you to use that to your 
advantage as part of a statewide 
citizen-scientist study of ticks and 
the diseases they carry. 

“This project will provide much-
needed statewide information on 
tick distribution and the diseases 
they carry,” said Kelly Loftin, an 
extension entomologist with the 
University of Arkansas System 
Division of Agriculture. “There 
have been a few previous tick and 
tick-borne disease studies 
conducted in Arkansas, most have 
been small scale - concentrated on 
one disease, a region or a certain 
tick species.”  

 “Anyone can collect samples,” he 
said. “Hunters who find live ticks 
on harvested deer; hikers, 
gardeners and folks who are active 
in the outdoors; pet owners whose 
dogs or cats have some hitchhikers, 
and anyone with an interest in 

being part of a statewide science 
project that will provide some 
important answers for questions 
surrounding this public health issue.” 

The collection period runs from May 
through the end of deer season this 
year.  

Tick-borne disease came to the fore 
this year after the state Health 
Department confirmed two cases of 
Lyme disease in Arkansas. However, 
each year in Arkansas hundreds of 
cases of tick-borne diseases are 
reported including Ehrlichiosis, 
spotted fever, anaplasmosis and 
tularemia. Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
signed a proclamation declaring May 
Lyme- and tick-borne disease awareness 
month  
Loftin said the Division of Agriculture 
is distributing collection kits to all of 
its county extension offices. The kits 
include instructions on removing live 
and intact specimens and vials in 
which to place the collected ticks. It’s 
important that the collected ticks still 
retain their mouth parts, he said. 

The study is not intended to diagnose 

individuals who suspect they might 
have contracted a tick-borne disease. 

“The study will identify areas with a 
high tick-borne disease risk,” he said. 

“This is an opportunity to learn about 
the species and life cycle of this 
common Arkansas scourge and how to 
protect one’s self from diseases spread 
by ticks,” he said. 

The study is in its second year, and 
results will be published after its third 
and final year. 

Those collecting ticks will be asked to 
provide GPS coordinates or name of 
the park, address or a permanent 
landmark for where the ticks were 
found. The collectors will remain 
anonymous. 



Tips for Calving Herds Through the Summer 
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yield and feed intake as 
body temperature elevates. 
In addition more 
significant signs of heat 
stress such as open mouth 
breathing with panting 
with her tongue hanging 
out may become evident.   
Water requirements 
increase as the 
environmental 
temperature rises. It also 
is very important that 
cows have water in a 
location that is close to 
shade, since they will not 
travel great distances for 
water in a hot 
environment. 
Water also should be 
clean, fresh, at 
approximately ground 
temperature. Shading 
from direct sunlight is 
also very important, as 
this allows cows to rest in 

Monitor pasture 
conditions for growing 
replacement and retained 
cattle.  Pasture quality 
usually diminishes this 
time of year.  Decisions of 
extended ownership 
should be based on 
current calf value and fall 
feeder cattle 
futures.  Replacement 
female weight gain should 
be monitored through the 
fall to make sure heifers 
are on track to reach their 
target weight for fall 
breeding. 
Pay attention to feedstuff 
markets.  Many 
commodity feeds that are 
low in starch and 
moisture store well and 
purchasing commodities 
early can help reduce 
winter feed costs.  Reports 
of corn crop conditions 

and the effects of acreage 
and crop condition begin 
to influence the corn 
market this time of 
year.  Commodity feeds 
are greatly influenced by 
the corn market. 
The heat and humidity of 
a typical Arkansas 
summer combine to make 
very uncomfortable enviro
nment for beef cattle. 
Moderate signs of heat 
stress may occur when the 
temperature is between 
80° and 90°F with the 
humidity ranging from 50 
to 90%. 
Heat stress may include 
rapid shallow breathing, 
profuse sweating and 
a decrease in milk 
production and feed 
intake. As heat stress 
increases, cows may show 
severe depression in milk 

a more comfortable 
environment. The 
possible sources of shade 
range from trees, to 
portable shade cloth 
structures, to permanent 
roofed structures. Each 
approach has its own set 
of advantages and 
disadvantages. 
Provide a free - choice 
mineral through-out the 
hot summer months. 
 

It’s not too late to get 
started. The best time to 
plant is between May 1 and 
June 15. Bermudagrass is 
adapted to a wide range of 
soil conditions but is best 

suited to a well drained site. 
Plants may survive in poorly 
drained soils, but 
production potential is 
limited. Bermudagrass is not 
adapted in areas that 

frequently become 
waterlogged. It is extremely 
drought tolerant; however, 
it is not as productive in dry 
conditions. Therefore, site 
selection is important in 
order to optimize 
production potential. 
Seeding rates are 4 to 8 
pounds of pure live seed 

per acre. Seed can be drilled 
or broadcast on a 
conventional tilled firm 
seedbed or planted with a 
no-till drill on killed grass 
sod. The NRCS office does 
have a no till drill available 
for rental. If you need help 

Establishing Bermuda Grass for Forage 

calibrating the drill, don’t 
hesitate to call the 
Extension Office and 
Rachel is happy to come 
out and help. Planting 
depth of 1/4 inch or less is 
recommended. Rather 
than only planting one 
variety, variety blends 
provide faster sod cover 
and higher seeding year 
yield. At least 1 variety in 
the blend should be winter
-hardy. Winter hardy 
varieties in AR include; 
Wrangler, Cheyenne, KF 
194, & CD-90160. 
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The Beginning Farmer and 
Rancher program would focus 
on all the aspects essential for 
a farmer starting out in the 
agriculture industry. This 
could be young farmers 
starting out who do not come 
from farming families, those 
taking over managing family 
farms, or even older potential 
farmers looking for new 
practices.  

Beginning Farmer & Rancher Program 

Impregnated Fertilizer, Winter Annuals & Electric Fence Field 
Day—Tuesday, August 8th at 5:00pm at Bismarck High School  

Tuesday, August 8th at 5:00 pm 
we will meet at Bismarck High 
School to discuss the results of 
the broadleaf weed control 
demonstration using the 
impregnated fertilizer compared 
to traditional applications, 
extending grazing options by 
using winter annuals, and hands 

on learning of the dos, donts, 
and how tos of electric fencing. 
We will start with viewing and 
discussing the weed trials with 
County Extension Agent Blair 
Griffin. We will go into the 
classroom to discuss winter 
annual options. After dinner, 
we will travel to Mike Fletcher’s 

Farm 2 miles past Bismarck High 
School on the right towards 
Point Cedar to observe electric 
fence in action, discuss that 
demonstration, 
and practice 
knot tying with 
specialist 
Kenny Simon.  

Cane Blight of blackberries and 
raspberries, caused by the 
fungus Leptosphaeria coniothyrium, 
can cause significant fruit loss. The 
fungus overwinters on dead tissue 
of old floricanes. Spores are 
produced from the spring through 
the fall.  The fungus enters 
primocanes through wounds caused 
by poor pruning techniques, or 
insect damage, freeze injury, 
herbicide injury, and storm 
damage.  Once a cane is infected, 
the pathogen continues to spread 
under the epidermis during the fall 

Blackberry Cane Blight 
and winter months. Symptoms 
usually appear after bloom and leaf 
emergence.  Cane dieback of the 
fruit bearing canes is the most 
obvious symptom. Dark brown to 
purple cankers may be found on 
the affected canes.  The cankers 
appear silvery white when 
sporulating. Canes may become 
brittle and break off easily.  Spray 
during dormancy with sulforix. 
Take great care when pruning not 
to injure adjacent canes. Avoid 
overhead irrigation. Any practices 
that reduce risk of splash dispersal 

of spores helps. In cases of widespread 
damage in a planting, biennial 
cropping (alternate 
year bearing) in which 
no primocanes are 
present in the year in 
which fruit is picked 
helps to avoid the 
disease. High volume 
sprays Pristine or 
Cabrio or Abound or 
Captan applied 
before, during, or 
immediately after harvest has given 
good control of cane blight.  

It would be a 4-5 hour meeting 
each month September-April.  
We are still outlining whether 
these will be on Saturdays or 
Weekday afternoons. There 
will be a  $50 fee to complete 
the program.  

If you or someone you know is 
interested, please let me know! 
Deadline to sign up will be 
Tuesday, September 5th.  

Topics will consist of : 

1) Who’s Here to Help 

2) Financial Opportunities 
to Get Started  

3) Herd Management  

       -Beef Quality Assurance 

4) Nutrition  

5) Forage Management 

6) Pest Management 

7) Marketing 



Hay season is here and all that entails. I know 

everyone will be extremely busy the next 

few months. Don’t forget we are here if 

you  have any questions. Starting June 

16th we will have a 2nd agent here in 

the office and I know everyone will make 

him feel welcomed. We hope to see everyone 

at our programs this summer.  

Happy Harvesting! 
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