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 November marks the beginning of the 
dormant season which runs from 
November through February.  Cut back 
perennials as they finish for the year, 
pull out the spent summer annuals and 
rake leaves. 
 
If you have hardy trees, shrubs or 
perennials that need to be moved from 
one part of your yard to another, now is 
a great time to move them.  Be careful 
digging plants when the temperatures are 
really cold, so that you don’t expose the 
roots to cold temperatures or drying 
winds for very long.  Have the new hole 
ready before uplifting the plant. Plants 
that sometimes struggle in a cold winter 
such as hydrangeas, azaleas and figs 
should be moved at the end of the 
dormant season to allow the bulk of 
winter weather to pass before moving. 
 
Many gardeners had summer annuals 
that were still thriving last month.  If you 
haven’t planted your winter annuals yet, 
do so soon.  From pansies and violas to 
dianthus, flowering kale or cabbage, 
there are a lot of ways to add seasonal 
color to a garden.   You have through 
mid-December to plant seasonal color. 
 

 November is also a great time to plant 
spring flowering bulbs.  Tulips, 
daffodils, crocus and hyacinths are 
planted as dry bulbs. They need chilling 
hours which they get naturally during the 
winter months, which help them grow 
and reach their full potential.  Plant your 
bulbs two to three times the size of the 
bulb, deep in the ground.  You don’t 
have to fertilize at planting, since the 
bulbs contain everything (flowers, 
foliage and stems) when you buy 
them.  They set their blooms for the 
following season in the spring after they 
finish blooming.  Once they go dormant, 
they are all set to go the next year. 
 
Now is the transition time from active 
growth to dormancy.  Clean-up in the 
garden is ongoing, but we typically have 
a lot of plant material we can add to a 
compost pile.  How happy and healthy 
you end your garden can determine how 
well it starts growing next spring.  
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Materials to Compost: 
 
Lots of leaves falling for that compost pile, 
but is that enough?  Many organic materials 
are suitable for composting. Yard 
trimmings, such as leaves, grass clippings, 
straw and non-woody plant materials, can 
decompose easily. Knowing the C:N ratio 
for materials will assist you with a 
successful compost experience.  What is the 
C:N ratio and why is it important? The 
carbon to nitrogen ratio (C:N ratio) is the 
relative percentage of carbon to that of 
nitrogen in various organic materials. 
Decomposing microbes are the most active 
and efficient when the C:N ratio is 30:1. 
The more carbon in the pile relative to 
nitrogen, the longer the decomposition 
process. Excess nitrogen causes the pile to 
lose nitrogen to the atmosphere as ammonia 
gas. Leaves with a C:N ratio of 60:1 are 
high in carbon and take longer to 
decompose. If a nitrogen source such as 
grass clippings or manure is added, the 
composting process accelerates. Fertilizer 
can be used to provide the nitrogen if 
desired. Apply 1 cup of fertilizer, such as 
13-13-13, for every 10 square feet of pile 
surface area. This could be applied again 
each time you add another 6 inches of high 
carbon material. 
 
If you have questions about composting, we 
have a great publication (FSA-2087) here at 
the office or you can check it out at our 
website.  
 
 

November-
December 
Calendar: 

• 11-16 - Master 
Gardener Monday 
via Zoom, 12 to 1 
p.m. 

• 11-26 - 
Thanksgiving 
Holiday 

• 12-15 - Deadline 
to enter volunteer 
hours 

• 12-25 - Christmas 
Day 

 

November-
December to do 
list: 

1. Elect new officers 
for 2021. 

2. Record all MG 
volunteer hours. 

3. Winterize 
lawnmower. 

4. Rake, mulch, and 
compost. 

5. Clean-up 
perennials as they 
die back. 

6. Plant an amaryllis 
bulb. 

7. Try to get all 
spring bulbs 
planted. 

8. Keep your 
poinsettia fresh 
with even water 
and light. 

 

The University of Arkansas System 
Division of Agriculture offers all its 
Extension and Research programs 
and services without regard to race, 
color, sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, national origin, 
religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, 
or any other legally protected 
status, and is an Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer.   

Test Your Soil For Plant Food and Lime 
Needs (Extension Publication FSA 2121) 
 
A soil test shows: 

• An estimate of the supply of plant 
food elements in the soil 

• If the soil is in the correct pH range 
(too acid or too alkaline). 

Soil test recommendations include: 
• Plant food needed at planting or 

greenup. 
• Lime needed to offset harmful soil 

acidity. 
How to take a soil sample: 

1. Gently rake aside mulch or surface 
litter like straw, leaves and old 
stalks. 

2. Take at least 12 soil samples in each 
area to obtain a representative 
sample. 

3. Take samples in pastures, gardens, 
lawns, and around shrubs to a depth 
of about 4 inches and mature fruit 
trees at a depth of 12 inches. 

4. Mix soil thoroughly. Discard rocks, 
gravels and roots. 

5. Allow the soil sample to air dry 
before filling the sample box. 

6. Remove a pint of the soil for the 
laboratory. 

7. Take samples to your local 
Extension office. 

Contact your local Extension office with 
questions. 

 

“I awoke this morning with devout 

thanksgiving for my friends, the 

old and the new.” — Ralph Waldo 

Emerson 


	This and That of the Cleveland County
	November Chores

	Materials to Compost:

