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In the Garden in Arkansas “March” 
 Now is the time to plant cool season 
vegetables, from onions and potatoes to 
greens, cabbages and broccoli, and all 
the others thrown in. It is too early to 
plant the warm season lovers, like 
tomatoes and peppers, but there is still 
plenty to plant. 
We are getting pretty late in the season 
for herbicides to be very effective on 
winter weeds, but you still have time to 
put out a pre-emergent for summer 
weeds. Once winter weeds begin to 
bloom and set seeds, damage is done. 
Try to mow to keep weeds from setting 
seeds, but hold off on using any fertilizer 
until your lawn grass has totally greened 
up—usually late April to early May.  
There is still plenty of time to prune 
summer blooming plants including 
roses, butterfly bush, and summer spirea. 
All fruit trees, grape vines and blueberry 
bushes also need pruning every year. Do 
try to get the pruning done by mid-
March if you can. If needed, you can 
prune crape myrtles, althea and abelia 
now too, but don’t touch the spring 
blooming shrubs. Those should be 
pruned after they bloom, not before. 
There is quite a bit of winter damage in 
landscapes on ornamentals. If you have 
spring blooming ornamentals such as 
loropetalum, azalea or gardenia with 
damaged leaves, take a "wait-and-see"  

 approach. Hopefully the damage will be 
only cosmetic and the plants will still 
have flowers, but you may have to 
prune more. 
Fertilize pansies and violas to encourage 
more blooms.  
Spring bulbs should be going strong. We 
are well into daffodil season with tulips 
not too far away. Spring bulbs are an 
easy way to add color in a garden, but 
they do need to have six weeks of green 
growth after bloom to set flowers for 
next year. Crocus, daffodils and 
hyacinths will come back annually with 
minimal care, but tulips are a bit of a 
challenge. To ensure stunning color each 
spring, it is often best to plant new bulbs 
each fall. 
We can all hope that the cold weather is 
behind us, but this is the month when we 
do still need to pay attention to weather 
forecasts. Be prepared and have 
protection on hand if it is predicted to be 
cold.  
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Plant of the Week 
 
'Little Girl' Magnolias 
The early spring bloomers are favorites 
of most gardeners because by March 
we're ready to get winter over and rush 
headlong into another gardening season. 
This late winter and early spring season, 
though, is an unpredictable time when 
the bright promise of a beautiful spring 
can be dashed by a late freeze. The Girls 
- eight magnolia hybrids - were 
developed specifically to help guard 
against this kind of gardening calamity. 
The eight Little Girl magnolias are all 
low-branched and shrubby small 
deciduous trees growing 15 feet tall with 
spreading or oval forms, depending on 
the characteristics of the individual 
clone. Six of the Little Girls - 'Ann', 
'Betty', 'Judy', 'Randy', 'Ricki' and 
'Susan' - are crosses between Magnolia 
liliflora 'Nigra' and M. stellata 'Rosea'. 
'Jane' was a cross between M. 
liliflora 'Reflorescens' x M. 
stellata 'Waterlily'. 'Pinkie' was a cross 
between 'Reflorescens' x 'Rosea'. The 
leaves of these clones are 6 to 8 inches 
long and are produced after the plants 
bloom. Occasionally, some clones will 
develop a clear yellow fall color. 
The Little Girl hybrids are amongst the 
most common deciduous magnolias 
offered in the nursery trade, with 'Ann' 
(deep purple-pink), 'Betty' (pink-purple), 

March-April 
Calendar: 

• Next County MG 
meeting is 4/5. 

 

 

March-April to do 
list: 

1. March begins 
“Cool” season 
vegetable 
planting. 

2. Continue to prune 
fruit trees, roses 
and crape 
myrtles. 

3. Divide summer 
and fall blooming 
perennials as they 
emerge. 

4. Watch the 
weather for 
freeze. 

5. April, watch for 
strawberry fruit rot 
and slugs. 

6. Cool season 
veggies need to 
be in by mid April. 

7. Let the soil warm 
up before you 
plant tomatoes. 

8. Prune and fertilize 
spring blooming 
trees and shrubs 
after they bloom. 
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 'Susan' (red-purple) and 'Jane' (light pink-
purple but not opening widely) being most 
popular. The original crosses were made in 
1955 by U.S. National Arboretum geneticist 
Dr. Francis de Vos and in 1956 by 
horticulturist William Kosar. Pollen from the 
early-flowering star magnolia was saved 
under refrigeration for crossing with the later 
flowered lily magnolia. Magnolia breeding is 
slow work; the first flowers didn't appear for 
seven years, and it was 15 years before they 
became generally available. 
The Little Girl hybrids are adaptable plants 
that can be successfully grown from zones 4 
through 8. They are small enough in stature 
to use in the small landscape and are best 
treated as large bushes instead of small trees. 
Because they are low branching, they don't 
form a dominant leader that can easily be 
pruned into a tree form. 
They are best in a fertile garden soil with 
good drainage. Best flowering is in full sun, 
although they will tolerate light afternoon 
shade. Locating spring bloomers on the north 
side or east side of a home will slow 
blooming 5 to 7 days, compared to the same 
plant grown on the south or west side of a 
home. 
By: Gerald Klingaman, Retired Extension 
Horticulturist - February 25, 2011 
 
 

““In the spring, at the end of the 

day, you should smell like dirt.”—

Margaret Atwood, Bluebeard’s 
Egg 
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