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We Have State MG Winners!!! 
 Congratulations to our very own Marty 
Bowlin for being selected as the Master 
Gardener of the Year for state-wide 
clubs with under 50 members and also to 
The Cleveland County Herald for 
selection as the Business Friend of 
Master Gardeners for the state.  The 
following are blurbs for each nomination 
application: 
 
Marty Bowlin: 
In October 2018, six participants began 
the MG training program.  All six 
completed and began the Cleveland 
County MG program.  Marty became the 
first county MG President. 
 
Marty has an energy and charisma that 
draws others to her and a “can do” 
attitude that ignites those around her to 
accomplish goals.  Marty has donated 
302.5 “Sanctioned” hours (37.75 days) 
since November 2018 and 130.5 
“Educational” hours.  Those hours are 
just for her time as a MG representative 
and does not include her other local 
volunteer efforts.  Multiple projects have 
been conducted around Cleveland 
County to include: (1) Three elementary 
school gardens with 21 raised beds 
constructed, maintained, and planted; (2) 
Rison City park mowed, trees planted 
and pruned, and flowers planted; (3) 
County courthouse landscaping trimmed 

and rejuvenated and $750 allocated by 
the County Judge for future 
additions/renovations etc etc. 
 
Every time you see Marty out and about 
in her truck, she has it loaded down with 
items going towards some project.  She 
always has an idea she wants to run by 
you.  Always busy and always thinking 
of others.  Marty possesses one of the 
best smiles and personalities in 
Cleveland County.  You just can’t help 
but want to be around Marty.  
 
The Cleveland County Herald: 
The Cleveland County Herald has 
assisted with the growth of the 
Cleveland County Master Gardener 
program.  The County MG program has 
grown from six members to nineteen 
members within two years.  Without the 
publicity afforded us, from our local 
newspaper, we would not have seen our 
membership and community support 
grow.  It is also important to note, our 
MG group has resurrected the “Yard of 
the Month” recognition program which 
has been greatly supported by our 
business partner and friend, The 
Cleveland County Herald. Thank you to 
our friends at the Cleveland County 
Herald. 
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2021 MG Training Coming. 
 
The Master Gardener Zoom training has 5 
sessions and is scheduled for September 
22, 29 and October 6, 20, & 27. 
 
This training will be conducted via Zoom.  
Each day the Zoom class begins at 8:30am 
and concludes at 4:30pm completing the 
required 40 hours of basic training to 
become a Master Gardener.  Upon 
completion of the MG training, newly 
trained MGers will be required to give back 
40 hours of volunteer service and also to 
complete 20 additional education hours 
during their first year. 
 
Cost is $100 for the zoom training webinar 
which will provide the educational 
component, the book, MG name tag upon 
class completion, and snacks during the 
training. 
 
If you know someone wishing to become a 
Master Gardener and take this training, 
please have them contact the Cleveland 
County Extension office from now through 
August 31st, 2021.  Each participant will 
need to obtain a MG Training application 
and submit by the August 31st deadline. 

July-August 
Calendar: 

• MG State Awards 
Announcements 
@ 12:00 7/19. 

• Next County MG 
meeting is 8/2. 

 

 

July-Aug. to do 
list: 

1. Keep up with 
water especially 
container plants. 

2. Time to divide 
Iris’s. 

3. Fertilize container 
plants and beds 
every 2 weeks 
and deadhead. 

4. Peaches and 
blackberries are 
ready. 

5. August you can 
begin to plant fall 
garden. 

6. Remove diseased 
and insect 
damaged plants. 

 

The University of Arkansas System 
Division of Agriculture offers all its 
Extension and Research programs 
and services without regard to race, 
color, sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, national origin, 
religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, 
or any other legally protected 
status, and is an Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer.   

 Watermelon:  When to harvest? 
Here’s a common question as those beautiful 
watermelons begin to enlarge and become 
noticeable in the garden:  How do I know 
when to harvest my watermelons?  Here is a 
little blurb from one of our Extension 
publications: Watermelons FSA6012 
 
Many home gardeners do not know how to 
determine when watermelons are ripe. Use a 
combination of the following indicators: 1) 
light-green, curly tendrils on the stem near 
the point of attachment to the melon turn 
brown and dry when the melon is ripe; 2) the 
surface color of the fruit turns dull; 3) the 
skin becomes resistant to penetration by the 
thumbnail and is rough to the touch; and 4) 
the bottom of the melon (where it lies on the 
soil) turns from a light green to a yellowish 
color. These indicators for choosing a ripe 
watermelon are much more reliable than 
“thumping” the melon with a knuckle. Many 
watermelons do not emit the proverbial “dull 
thud” when ripe. 
 
If you have questions, remember you can go 
to our website at uaex.uada.edu, click on the 
“public outreach” tab and get most any 
answer you’re looking for as it pertains to 
gardening and ornamentals. 

“When one has tasted 

watermelon, he knows what the 

angels eat.” – Mark Twain 
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