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Why am I getting this? 
 
You are receiving this 
Newsletter because you 
live, work, own property, or 
have other vested interest 
in what is happening in 
Cleveland County.  If this 
news brief has come to you 
by mistake or you no longer 
wish to receive it, please 
contact my office and let us 
know. 
 
Feel free to contact Les Walz 
at lwalz@uada.edu or 870-
325-6321.  
 
Event News: 

• 2021 Cleveland County 
Fair has been 
cancelled. 

• October 1st & 2nd 
Cleveland County 
Youth Livestock show 
and Rodeo. 
 

All meetings and activities in this 
newsletter are offered to all 
interested persons without regard 
to race, color, sex, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, 
national origin, religion, age, 
disability, marital or veteran 
status, genetic information, or 
any other legally protected status, 
and is an Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 
If you require a reasonable 
accommodation to participate or 
need materials in another format, 
contact your County Extension 
office as soon as possible. 
Dial 711 for Arkansas Relay. 

Cleveland County Extension Service, P. O. Box 386, Rison, AR  71665 
 

Soil Solarization 
Most vegetable gardens are done and some may be thinking 
about a fall garden; but before we crank the tiller back up let’s 
talk about Soil Solarization: 
 
Soil solarization is an environmentally friendly method of using 
the sun’s power to control pests such as bacteria (disease), 
insects, and weeds in the soil. 
The process involves covering the ground with a tarp, usually a 
transparent polyethylene cover, to trap solar energy. The sun 
heats the soil to temperatures that kill bacteria, fungi, insects, 
nematodes, mites, weeds, and weed seeds. 
To solarize your soil: 

1. Clear the area of plants and debris. 
2. Water the soil deeply until it is wet. 
3. Cover the area with clear plastic (such as 1 to 4 mil 

painter’s plastic). Don’t use white or black plastic; they 
don’t allow enough heat to get to the soil. 

4. Bury the plastic edges in the soil to trap the heat. 
5. Leave the plastic in place for at least 4 weeks in the 

hottest part of the summer. 
6. Remove the plastic. 

 

Planting Fall Bulbs  
I know it’s a little early to be thinking about tulips 
and daffodils and crocus and hyacinth but planting 
season will be here before you know it.  Plan now 
for those beautiful bulbs and spring color.  Bulbs 
are an ever-increasing part of many spring 
gardens. To enjoy them in the spring, they must be 
planted in the fall.  Mid-September until late 
October is the best time for bulb planting in north 
and central Arkansas. In south Arkansas, bulbs can 
be planted during the latter half of October until 
mid December. The soil temperature should be 
between 40 and 60 degrees before planting. 
Should circumstances prevent planting at the 
optimum time, plantings may be made as late as 
the end of December throughout the state. 
Buy bulbs that are firm, free of exterior blemishes 
and not shriveled. Bulbs are sold by grades based 
on size; hence, the larger bulbs are the most 
expensive and usually the best. 

Beautiful Tulips 
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Planting Fall Bulbs Cont. 
 
  
The adaptability of spring bulbs is one of the factors making 
them desirable in the flower garden. This adaptability permits 
their use in a wide variety of locations in the landscape. 
However, the one thing bulbs will not tolerate is poor drainage. 
If the proposed planting bed tends to stay wet, select another 
location. Bulbs should be given full sun if possible. This greatly 
improves their vigor and tends to increase their longevity in the 
garden.  As a rule, bulbs are planted three times deeper than 
their diameter. This means that species with small bulbs, such as 
crocus and grape hyacinths, are planted 3 to 4 inches deep, while 
species with larger bulbs are planted 6 to 8 inches deep. Deeper 
planting is recommended by Dutch bulb producers as it 

improves the 
permanence of the bulb display. If drainage is 
suspect, deep planting may be harmful. To be 
effective in the landscape, plant bulbs in 
groupings large enough to have an effect. Plant 
small bulbs, such as crocus and grape hyacinths, 
3 to 4 inches apart. Plant tulips and hyacinths 6 
inches apart. Because they will always 
naturalize in the planting, plant daffodils 8 to 12 
inches apart. 
 
(Information from Extension Publication 
FSA2096 Fall Bulbs) 
 
If you have questions about fall bulbs, please 
contact your local County Extension Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Les Walz 
 County Extension Agent- 
 Staff Chair 
 Cleveland County 

Crocus 

Calendar 
The following are management 
considerations in August and 
September: 
 

• August is a great month to 
plant a fall vegetable garden. 

• Continue to deadhead 
flowering perennials. 

• In September fall plants will 
begin arriving at local 
vendors. 

• September is a good month 
to give your lawn a shot of 
Potash fertilizer to help 
prevent winter injury. 

 

Check us out on  at 
UAEX Cleveland County 
 


