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Poinsettia  
Visit a business, a relative, or a friend 
this holiday season and you will 
probably be witness to one of the most 
beautiful plants grown during the year-- 
the poinsettia.  This tropical flower, 
native to Mexico, was introduced in the 
United States in 1829 by its namesake, 
the first ambassador to Mexico, Joel R. 
Poinsett.  The poinsettia is the most 
important greenhouse crop grown in 
Arkansas with over half a million plants 
grown each year.  The popularity of the 
modern poinsettia is due, in part, to its 
almost complete indestructibility. 
Caring for the poinsettia is a relatively 
easy chore.  The plant should have as 
much light in the home as possible and 
be kept moist, but do not allow the plant 
to stand in water.  Allowing the plant to 
dry out will cause the leaves to drop.  
Poinsettias should be kept above 55 
degrees.  A temperature range between 
60 and 70 degrees is ideal.  Caution 
should be implemented with small 
children.  Even though the poinsettia is 
not poisonous, it is still important to 
make sure that all plants are out of the 
reach of small children until they learn 
not to put everything in their mouths. 
Occasionally gardeners want to know 
how to carry the plant through to the 
next year.  This task is not impossible 
but it does require signdificant effort by 
the  

the plant enthusiast.  If you wish to 
partake of this journey, the following 
procedures can be followed: 
After the bracts fade or fall, set the 
plants where they receive indirect light 
and temperatures of 55 to 60 degrees.  
Water sparingly during this time to keep 
stems from shriveling.  Cut back to 
within about 5 inches from the ground 
and re-pot in fresh soil.  As soon as new 
growth begins, place in a well lit 
window.  After danger of frost, place the 
pot out doors in a partially shaded spot.  
Pinch the new growth back to get a plant 
with several stems.  Do not pinch after 
September 1.  About Labor Day, or as 
soon as the nights are cool, bring the 
plant indoors.  Continue to grow them in 
a sunny spot with a night temperature of 
about 65 degrees. 
The poinsettia blooms only during short 
days.  To initiate blooms, exclude 
artificial light, by either covering the 
plant or placing it in a dark room for 12 
hours each evening.  The plant requires 
full light in the daytime, so be sure to 
return them to a sunny window.  Start 
the short day treatment in about mid-
September to have blooms between 
December 1 and Christmas. 
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Thanksgiving Cactus or Christmas 
Cactus? 
I’ve mostly heard these cacti refered to as: 
“Christmas Cactus,” never a Thanksgiving 
cactus; but then again I don’t really get into 
cacti that much.  So here’s the FYI on this 
beauty: 
One might think the Thanksgiving cactus 
would come from the desert areas of the 
New World, but it actually inhabits the tree 
tops of southern Brazil, sharing its space 
with orchids and bromeliads. 
Thanksgiving cactus is a true cactus, but it 
lacks the spines and the round, chubby little 
body normally associated with members of 
their plant family. It produces flat, 
segmented leaf-like branches called 
cladophylls. The branches are edged with 
long, serrated teeth. 
The showy multi-petaled flowers come in 
shades of pink, rose, red, white and even 
yellow. They appear from mid-November 
until after Christmas. 
If a particular plant blooms in November, 
it’s a ‘Thanksgiving’ cactus. If it blooms 
around the end of the year, it becomes a 
‘Christmas’ cactus, even though it is not the 
true Christmas cactus. 
The true Christmas cactus, Schlumbergera x 
buckleyi, differs from S. truncata. The S. 
Truncata has an asymmetrical flower and 
wings on its ovary. 
In Europe, this cactus is called ‘Crab 
cactus.’ In its native Brazil,‘Christmas 
cactus’ is meaningless because the plants 
flower during April and May, the normal 
fall season of the Southern Hemisphere. 
  

December-January 
Calendar: 

• 12-15 - Deadline 
to enter volunteer 
hours. 

• 12-25 - Christmas 
Day. 

• 12-26/1-1- 
Holiday break for 
Extension office. 

• 1-15- Deadline for 
Janet B. Carson 
County 
Scholarship. 

 

December-
January to do 
list: 

1. Elect new officers 
for 2021. 

2. Record all MG 
volunteer hours. 

3. Rake, mulch, and 
compost. 

4. Add extra mulch 
on tender 
perennials after 
first hard frost. 

5. Plant an amaryllis 
bulb. 

6. Keep your 
poinsettia fresh 
with even water 
and light. 

7. Protect plants 
from harsh 
weather events. 

8. Check now for 
winter lawn weeds 
and control. 

9. Deadhead and 
fertilize winter 
annuals. 
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Flowering, growth and care: 
The initiation of flower buds on the 
Thanksgiving cactus is triggered by both 
temperature and day length. If the 
temperature is lower than 60 degrees, plants 
set flower buds regardless of the length of 
the day or night. If the temperature is more 
moderate, plants show a classic short-day 
response. They initiate blooms as the days 
get shorter in the fall. 
Thanksgiving cactus has a 12-hour critical 
night length, meaning if it receives more 
than 12 hours of light in a day, it will not 
bloom. The vernal equinox occurs on Sept. 
21, so all days after that date have less than 
12 hours of light, which triggers trigger 
flowering. After exposure to either cool 
temperatures or short days for six weeks, 
flower buds will appear. 
The Thanksgiving cactus should have a 
good, well-drained potting media. It’s best 
kept somewhat confined, so only transplant 
the plants to a larger pot about every other 
year. As the blooms develop, give the plant a 
good sunny window and keep it uniformly 
moist. In the summer, move the pot to the 
patio and put it where it has a bit of shade 
during the hottest part of the day. 
By: Gerald Klingaman, retired 
Extension Horticulturist - Ornamentals 
Extension News - October 20, 2000 
 
 

“Blessed is the season which 

engages the whole world in a 

conspiracy of love. 

-- Hamilton Wright Mabie 
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