
 
 
 
 

April, 2021 
 
Why am I getting this? 
 
You are receiving this 
Newsletter because you 
live, work, own property, or 
have other vested interest 
in what is happening in 
Cleveland County.  If this 
news brief has come to you 
by mistake or you no longer 
wish to receive it, please 
contact my office and let us 
know. 
 
Feel free to contact Les Walz 
at lwalz@uada.edu or 870-
325-6321.  
 
County Events: 
• Arkansas Homestead 

Conference May 15th. 
• Bangs vaccination 

clinic will be April 15th.  
• County-wide Rabies 

Clinic May 8th. 
• Southeast Spring 

Livestock Show May 
29th. 

 
All meetings and activities in this 
newsletter are offered to all interested 
persons without regard to race, color, 
sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, national origin, religion, 
age, disability, marital or veteran 
status, genetic information, or any 
other legally protected status, and is 
an Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 
If you require a reasonable 
accommodation to participate or need 
materials in another format, contact 
your County Extension office as soon 
as possible. 
Dial 711 for Arkansas Relay. 

Cleveland County Extension Service, P. O. Box 386, Rison, AR  71665 
 

Grass Tetany 
Article excerpts from FSA3084 Grass Tetany  

Quick Facts: Grass tetany results from a magnesium deficiency; it can occur when forage is 
over-fertilized with potassium (potash); and usually affects older lactating cows. 
 
Here we are in the middle of Grass Tetany season, which typically runs from February-
April.  This period of time may coincide with rapid growth of forages that have been heavily 
fertilized with potassium.  Heavy potassium fertilized forages can decrease absorption of 
magnesium by cows thus creating a grass tetany issue. 
 
Grass tetany typically occurs in older lactating cows, and more commonly affects cows with 
very poor body conditions.  Other factors like cool, wet weather and stressors can 
contribute to the disease.  Signs that cows may be affected by grass tetany include 
decreased appetite, decreased milk production, seclusion from the herd, increased 
alertness and a stiff or unsteady gait/walk. 
 
Producers can prevent grass tetany by providing a salt-mineral supplement of at least 10 
percent magnesium.  Mineral feeders should be conveniently placed around the pasture for 
easy access. 
 
If you have questions about beef cattle herd health, contact your local county Extension 
office and ask about the “Livestock Health Series” fact sheets. 

Our Forage Friend, Bahiagrass 
Article excerpts from FSA3144  

Bahiagrass is a warm-season, sod-forming, perennial 
grass that spreads by seed and short, stubby rhizomes.  
Bahiagrass is grown primarily for pasture, but it may 
also be used for hay.  It is very drought tolerant and can 
survive well on dry, rocky, shallow sites where even 
bermudagrass grows poorly.  Bahiagrass is easy to 
maintain because it is tolerant of close grazing, low 
fertility and is generally free from diseases or insect 
pests (like the fall armyworm that ravages 
bermudagrass.)  Weed invasion tends to be lower in 
bahiagrass compared to bermudagrass due to its 
extremely dense sod.  It is also more shade tolerant 
than bermudagrass.  Hay quality and yield are 
generally lower than for other forage grasses at similar 
levels of forage maturity.  However, it does respond 
well to improved grazing and fertility management.  
Grazing livestock may spread viable seed in manure 
which can easily allow bahiagrass to become a weed in 
other pastures where it may not be wanted. 

The identifiable “V” seedhead 
of Bahiagrass. 
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Calendar 
The following are management 
considerations in “April/May” for 
Pasture and Beef Management. 
 
Pasture:  

• Fertilize warm season 
pastures. 

• Control brush and weeds. 
• Service Hay equipment. 
• Manage cool season pastures. 
• Allow clovers to set seed. 

 
Beef Management: 

• Treat for external parasites 
• Castrate and dehorn calves 
• Vaccinate calves and control 

flies. 
 

Check us out on  at 
UAEX Cleveland County 
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Several varieties are available and those adapted to regions of 
Arkansas include: Pensacola, Tifton-9, AU Sand Mountain, 
TifQuik, UF-Riata, and Wilmington. 
Since bahiagrass is a warm season grass, fertilization should be 
timed to occur just before growth begins in mid-spring.  This 
typically is when night temperatures are near 60°F for about a week 
and often occurs around early May. 
Bahiagrass has lower yield potential than bermudagrass, so hay 
production recommendations should be for no more than 2 to 4 
tons of hay per acre.  Fertilizer applications can be split according to 
the harvest schedule. 
Since bahiagrass tolerates low fertility and management, producers 
often neglect proper fertilization in hay fields, especially when it 
comes to potash (potassium.)  Low potassium fertilization leads to 
thin stands and low hay productivity. 

Bahiagrass makes good summer pasture for most classes of livestock.  
Forage quality is best in early summer and declines in late summer.  
Bahiagrass grows from late spring through September and stops growth in 
fall when night temperatures drop into the low 50s. 
Bahiagrass produces most of its forage close to the soil surface.  It is 
estimated that 60 percent of the total yield is produced within 2 inches of 
the soil surface.  Because the leafy portion is low-growing, the forage 
should generally be grazed short for best utilization and animal 
performance.  Bahiagrass will tolerate close, continuous grazing, although 
it responds well to rotational grazing management. 
Winter annual forages such as small grain or ryegrass may be autumn 
seeded into bahiagrass stands.  A common procedure used is to mow or 
graze the bahiagrass to at least 2-inch stubble height in mid-September, 
disk the bahiagrass stand lightly, broadcast seed and fertilizer, then 
harrow or drag the field to cover the seed. 
 
If you have further questions about growing and managing Bahiagrass, 
contact your local county Extension agent. 


