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Why am I getting this? 
 
You are receiving this 
Newsletter because you 
live, work, own property, or 
have other vested interest 
in what is happening in 
Cleveland County.  If this 
news brief has come to you 
by mistake or you no longer 
wish to receive it, please 
contact my office and let us 
know. 
 
Feel free to contact Les Walz 
at lwalz@uada.edu or 870-
325-6321.  
 
County Events: 
• Cleveland County Fair 

has been cancelled due 
to concerns for COVID-
19. 

• Cleveland County 
Youth Livestock Show 
and Rodeo, October 1st 
and 2nd. 

 
All meetings and activities in this 
newsletter are offered to all interested 
persons without regard to race, color, 
sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, national origin, religion, 
age, disability, marital or veteran 
status, genetic information, or any 
other legally protected status, and is 
an Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 
If you require a reasonable 
accommodation to participate or need 
materials in another format, contact 
your County Extension office as soon 
as possible. 
Dial 711 for Arkansas Relay. 

Cleveland County Extension Service, P. O. Box 386, Rison, AR  71665 
 

Grazing Stockpiled Forages 
Grazing Stockpiled Forages to Reduce Hay Feeding During Fall and Winter FSA3133 

The cost of hay and purchased feed for winter feeding is the largest expense of maintaining 
a livestock herd.  In 2009, it was estimated to cost producers at least $25 in production cost 
alone for each round bale of hay put up.  In Arkansas, the use of stockpiled forages has 
reduced winter feeding expenses for producers across the entire state. 
 
Stockpiling forage is the practice of accumulating forage growth intended for grazing in a 
later season. Stockpiling forages beginning in late summer works well in Arkansas for 
providing late fall and winter grazing.  The cooling night temperatures and shorter days of 
late summer and fall tend to reduce forage fiber content, thus promoting leafy, high quality 
forage. 
 
Tall fescue and bermudagrass are the most commonly stockpiled forages, but bahiagrass 
and dalligrass have also been stockpiled successfully. Other forages may produce good fall 
growth but deteriorate quickly after frost. Some forages, such as crabgrass, are excellent 
quality during the growing season but become unpalatable and degrade quickly after a 
killing frost and are often refused by cattle. 
 
Specific steps are recommended to increase the likelihood of having good stockpiled forage 
growth. These steps are similar for both bermudagrass and Bahia grass.  
Bermuda/Bahiagrass is stockpiled from late August to late October and is grazed from late 
October through mid December.  Practices for successful stockpiling of 
Bermuda/Bahiagrass are as follows: 
 

1. Remove existing forage residue in late July to early August to leave a stubble of 2-3 
inches. 

2. Fertilize with 50-60 pounds of nitrogen per acre in early to mid August (late 
August in south Arkansas. 

3. Defer grazing until late October to allow growth to accumulate. 
4. Strip or rotationally graze to extend the grazing period of the stockpiled forage. 
5. Grazing period is October to December. 

 
Perhaps the single major factor that prevents producers from trying stockpiled forages is 
the mistaken perception that nitrogen fertilizer applied during dry weather in late summer 
will be lost.  Research has shown variable results from late summer urea applications, but 
N losses from urea are usually less than 20% and are lower if rainfall occurs within a week 
after fertilizer application. 
 
Stockpiled bermudagrass quality averaged 13.4% CP and 60% TDN from October through 
late December.  Supplementation may be required in some cases for lactating cows on 
stockpiled bermudagrass. Forage quality was highest in October and November and 
declined through the winter. 
 
To learn about Forage Production in Arkansas, contact your local Cooperative Extension 
Service agent or visit www.uada.edu. 

mailto:lwalz@uada.edu
http://www.uada.edu/


Les Walz 
County Extension Agent – 
Staff Chairman 

Calendar 
The following are management 
considerations in 
“August/September” for Pasture 
and Beef Management. 

Pasture: 
• Harvest on schedule for

quality hay.
• Start stockpiling for winter

grazing.
• September; start planting

cool season annuals and
legumes.

• Continue to watch for Fall
armyworms.

Beef Management: 
• Bangs vaccinate heifers.
• Deworm all calves.

Check us out on  at 
UAEX Cleveland County 
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Planting Cool Season Forages 

Winter annuals (wheat, oats, cereal rye, triticale, and annual 
ryegrass) are an important part of Arkansas forage production. 
They decrease dependence on stored forages such as hay and silage 
and decrease purchased feed expense by providing green grass for 
grazing in winter months. When interseeded into dormant warm-
season grass pastures, cool-season annuals produce forage on 
acreage that would be nonproductive in the winter months.  Cool-
season annual pastures are typically planted in the fall as early as 
local conditions allow.  Pastures can be established using a no-till 
drill to cut through the sod and place the seed into the soil or by 
lightly disking the pasture to disturb the sod, spreading the seed 
with a conventional fertilizer spreader and then harrowing to cover 
the seed. 

Competition from warm-season sods that have not yet gone dormant is the 
most serious problem for early sod-seeding of winter annuals in Arkansas. 
Warm-season pastures should be prepared by grazing or haying to 3- to 4-
inch stubble height. Plant 100 to 120 pounds per acre of small grain and 
20 pounds per acre annual ryegrass when the warm-season grass growth 
slows. This is usually early October in northern Arkansas and mid-October 
in southern Arkansas, but the recommended planting date changes due to 
conditions in the local area each year.  Warm-season grass pastures 
(bermudagrass or bahiagrass) intended for winter annual production 
should not be fertilized with nitrogen after August because this will delay 
the onset of dormancy and encourage too much fall warm-season grass 
growth. Nitrogen application for sod-seeded winter annuals should be 
delayed until after sods are dormant (October in the north, November in 
the south) to ensure the nitrogen is used by the annual forage.  The insect 
most likely to cause problems in winter annual stands grown for forage is 
the armyworm. Fall armyworms can destroy a seedling stand of winter 
annuals in a single day if infestations are heavy. 

Be sure to contact your local County Extension Agent if you have further 
questions about planting and managing cool season annuals.   


