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Planting a Tree or Shrub (Extension publication: FSA6128) 
The following information has been 
taken from Extension publication: 
“Planting a Tree or Shrub.”  This 
publication can be found online at: 
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/publications/
pdf/FSA-6128.pdf or can be picked up at 
your local Extension Office. 
 
Before purchasing plants or planting 
them, you need to know several things 
about the planting site.  Start with the 
soil.  Testing your soil before planting is 
easy and will provide useful information 
that will improve the long-term success 
of your landscape.   
Prepare the planting hole: For normal 
planting in welldrained soil, the hole for 
an individual plant should be at least 
one-and-a-half to two times the width of 
the root ball and only as deep as the root 
ball or soil mass.  Planting depth is 
especially critical for trees.  For 
container trees and shrubs be mindful of 
root circling or “Root Bound” plants.  
These root masses will need to be sliced 
and opened up. 
Amendments at planting and 
backfilling: In all but exceptional 
circumstances where the soil is very 
poor, extensive research has shown no 
need to incorporate any ammendments. 
Fertilizing: Plants may require fertilizer 
“after the establishment year” depending 
on results from a soil test or based on the  

planting situation.  Typically trees or 
shrubs that are planted in fertilized turf 
areas do not require additional fertilizer. 
Irrigation: Adequate irrigation after 
planting is the most critical factor in 
determining success after planting. 
Water every plant immediately after 
planting.  Research clearly shows that 
recently transplanted plants establish 
faster with light, frequent irrigation. 
Mulching: Somehow, the concept of 
mulching has gotten out of hand.  The 
depth of an organic mulch should not 
exceed 3 inches after settling. Never pile 
mulch against the trunk. Mulch resting 
on the trunk and applying too thick a 
layer may result in increased stem and 
root diseases, may harbor rodents that 
feed on the trunk and may reduce the 
oxygen required by roots. 
Staking and guying trees: Do not stake 
trees unless it is absolutely necessary. 
Stake only for special situations such as 
high-wind areas, very sandy soils, very 
large or top-heavy trees, or for 
protection from vandalism, heavy foot 
traffic or equipment damage. Otherwise, 
allow the tree to develop naturally, 
strengthening as it grows. 
Contact your local County Extension 
office if you have further questions 
about planting trees and shrubs. 
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Iris Questions and Answers: 
 
We have a lot of Iris in Cleveland County 
and we occasionally get questions about 
them.  The following information is from 
our www.uada.edu website and addresses 
common questions associated with Iris. 
Early August is a key period for Iris.  Check 
this out: 
 
 May 12, 2018 

 
I have a batch of Iris that for years have had 
no plant blooms or perhaps one or 
two.  Last fall I took them all up and mixed 
in additional soil to a re-planted bed of 
twenty bulbs.  In February I lightly 
fertilized the bed. This week I finally have 
one of the twenty Iris plants with three 
beautiful white blooms.  All the other plants 
have multiple, healthy leaves on them but 
no blooms.  Nothing has changed.  Why is 
this? 
 

 
We usually see non-blooming iris if they are 
grown in the shade, or they are too 
crowded.  Iris will not bloom if they are not 
getting enough sunlight—they need a 
minimum of 6-8 hours per day, and more 
would be better.  If they get too crowded, 
they won’t bloom, but I assume you divided 
them when you replanted them.  Iris plants 
should be divided in late July to early 
August.  There should be two to three fans 
per division. A fan is what the fan shaped  

August-Sept 
Calendar: 

• 8/31 Deadline to 
enroll for 2021 
MG Training. 

• Next County MG 
meeting is 9/6. 

• 9/22 first MG 
Training Class 

 

Aug-Sept. to do 
list: 

1. Keep up with 
water especially 
container plants. 

2. Time to divide 
Iris’s and daylilies. 

3. August you can 
begin to plant fall 
garden. 

4. Remove diseased 
and insect 
damaged plants. 

5. Fertilize roses one 
more time. 

6. September is 
fertilize strawberry 
beds month. 

7. Continue planting 
fall vegetable 
gardens in 
September. 

8. Keep 
deadheading 
plants for bloom. 

9. Continue to 
monitor for Fall 
Armyworms 
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or any other legally protected 
status, and is an Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer.   

arrangement of leaves coming out of the iris 
rhizome is called.  If you divide them too 
severely, to only one fan per division, they 
often will not bloom for the next year until 
they build up more energy.   You also need 
to make sure you have not planted the iris 
rhizome too deeply.  Ideally you want the 
rhizome to be half exposed. 
 
June 1, 2017 

When is the proper time to cut the 
foliage off of my bearded iris?  They 
bloomed nicely this year, and finished up 
about a month ago.  Also, should I fertilize 
them any more this year?  I fertilized lightly 
after bloom.  . 
  

 
Bearded iris never need their foliage cut off 
completely, since they are evergreen plants 
in Arkansas.  Many people cut the foliage 
into a fan shape to make the leaves fit into 
their landscapes more attractively and to cut 
down on disease issues, but that isn’t 
necessary unless you have hundreds of 
iris.  Any decorative pruning should be done 
eight weeks after bloom.  One more 
application of fertilizer could be applied now 
and watered in.  If they are too crowded and 
not blooming well, dig and divide them 6-8 
weeks following bloom  
 

“More is More and Less is a 

Bore.” –Iris Apfel 
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