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Managing Diseases of our Ornamentals 
 As your County Extension Agent, one of 
the more frequent calls I get is to look at 
diseased plants.  These diseased plants 
can be lawns, vegetables, trees, and 
shrubs.  As a preventative, here are a 
couple of tips to help you minimize the 
chance for future plant disease issues: 
 
Disease Identification: Infectious 
diseases are caused by microorganisms, 
such as fungi, funguslike water molds, 
bacteria, nematodes, viruses, and 
phytoplasmas. Regardless of the cause, 
affected plants may display one or more 
of the following symptoms: *blight 
*dieback *distortion *galls *leaf spots 
*scorch *stem/root decay *stunted 
growth *wilt *yellowing.  In order to 
determine the proper course of action for 
treatment, it is essential to accurately 
identify the specific cause(s).  You can 
contact your county Extension agent for 
assistance to identify symptoms.  
Disease Management: Management of 
plant diseases usually involves a 
combination of cultural practices.  

1) Exclusion: Avoid introduction of 
disease into a planting.  Purchase 
and plant only healthy material. 

2) Planting and Cultural Practices: 
select plants adapted to your 
area. Use disease resistant or 
tolerant cultivars when available. 

2) Provide adequate spacing for air 
flow and consider mature plant 
size.  Maintain plant vigor by 
watering when necessary, 
fertilize according to soil tests 
and mulch to maintain soil 
moisture and soil temperatures. 
Remove and dispose of disease 
plant parts when they appear and 
sanitize equipment to prevent the 
spread of disease. 

3) Crop rotation: some disease can 
build up and persist in soil so 
rotating to resistant varities can 
help. 

4) Fungicides/Bactericides: Plants 
can be protected from disease 
using fungicides, bactericides, 
and/or nematicides; they are 
used as preventatives. Once 
plants are infected, fungicides 
will not cure diseased plants.  
Contact a local county Extension 
agent for current pesticide 
recommendations. 

This information was provided by:  
https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/files/pp
fs-or-h-01.pdf 
 
For further information on managing 
ornamental diseases, contact your local 
County Extension Agent. 
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Guide to Vegetable Culture Fact 
Sheets (FSA6001) 
 
Did you know that we at Extension have a 
Fact Sheet for growing just about any 
vegetable and Herb you can think of?  And 
did you know, each fact sheet is hole 
punched so you can put them in a binder for 
safe keeping? 
The Fact sheets, on the culture of 
vegetables, have been developed as an 
easy-to-use guide to the culture, nutritional 
value, harvest and storage of specific food 
crops. The fact sheets are a summary of the 
wide range of information available. The 
fact sheets should provide enough knowhow 
to get a crop from seed to harvest. 
 
Here is what the Fact sheets will include: 
 
Environmental Preferences including: 
 
Light preference- do the plants prefer full 
sunlight, partial, or shade. 
Soil type- well drained soils, deep soils, etc. 
Fertility- Results of soil tests can be used to 
indicate the basic fertility level of soils; soil 
testing does not indicate nitrogen levels due 
to variability. 
pH-Acidity or alkalinity of the soil; 7.0 is 
neutral, below 7.0 is acid, above 7.0 is 
alkaline. 
Temperature-Approximate ranges of daily 
mean temperature preferred for optimum 
growth. 
Moisture-Amount of rainfall or 
supplemental watering needed for optimum 
growth; more for sandy soils, less for clay. 

May Calendar: 
• 5/2-MG next 

meetng. 
• 5/7-Drew Co. MG 

plant sale. 
• 5/7- Union Co. MG 

plant sale. 
• 5/13-14- Benton 

Co. Garden Expo 
and Plant sale. 

• 5/14-Faulkner Co. 
MG plant sale. 

• 5/14- MG work 
day. 

May-June to do 
list: 

1. Fertilize azaleas 
after bloom. 

2. Watch for 
bagworms on 
evergreens and 
treat with Bt 
weekly. 

3. Move houseplants 
outdoors when 
nights stay above 
50 degrees. 

4. Set out Pepper 
plants and sow 
okra seeds when 
soils reach 70 
degrees. 

5. Spray roses to 
prevent black 
spot. 

6. June is pumpkin 
for jack-o-lantern 
planting time. 

7. Renovate 
strawberry beds 
after harvest. 

The University of Arkansas System 
Division of Agriculture offers all its 
Extension and Research programs 
and services without regard to race, 
color, sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, national origin, religion, 
age, disability, marital or veteran 
status, genetic information, or any 
other legally protected status, and is 
an Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer.   

Culture including: 
Vegetable Cultivars-In most cases, 
suggested cultivars suitable for Arkansas 
growing conditions are given in each fact 
sheet. 
Planting-Specific information needed to get 
plants started. 
Spacing- Optimum distances between plants 
and rows. 
Hardiness- 
Soil Testing recommendations- 
Fertilizer Needs-Low, medium or heavy 
feeder 
 
Cultural Practices: General growing 
information is given. Proven methods for 
increasing production and/or decreasing pest 
problems are included. Unique growing 
suggestions may be included. 
Common Problems: This section gives a 
general list of the most common diseases, 
insects and cultural problems of the crop in 
Arkansas. 
Harvesting and Storage information: 
Questions and Answers: Common 
questions received from gardeners and 
growers and solutions or explanations to the 
problems. 
 
If you have further questions in regards to 
our Vegetable Production Fact Sheets, 
contact your local County Extension Agent. 

Harvested garden vegetables. 

“Act as if what you do makes a 

difference.  It Does.”- William 
James 


