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When the bloom is over? 
A group of our Master Gardeners and 
County Cultivators recently visited 
Garvand Woodland Gardens.  They were 
in time to see a spectacular tulip and 
other bulbs display.  Lucky rascals.  
Maybe this is a good time to remind 
ourselves of what to do with our bulbs 
once the display is over.  Let’s explore 
that for a brief moment. 

Care After Blooming: 

Allow bulb foliage to “ripen” or mature 
naturally without disturbance. The time 
required depends on the species. Tulip 
foliage dies five to six weeks after 
flowering. Daffodil foliage may persist 
for 10 to 12 weeks. If the foliage is 
removed early, the bulbs will be smaller 
next year, thus reducing the beauty of the 
display. Techniques such as braiding the 
foliage, squashing it or trimming back 
should not be used. It is acceptable to 
plant annual bedding plants between the 
clumps of dying foliage. 
Daffodil bulbs naturalized in a lawn 
present a special problem with mowing. 
If the lawn is not mowed until the foliage 
dies naturally, the grass will be so tall 
that the neighbors will complain. Tests 
conducted in England have found that 
daffodils mown six weeks after 
flowering are as floriferous in future  

years as bulbs which were not mown 
until the foliage dies naturally. Chemical 
weed control should be limited to 
preemergence herbicide applications 
only. Annual digging of tulip bulbs is 
sometimes referred to in old books on the 
subject. The only advantage to digging 
bulbs every year is to separate them 
according to size to give a more uniform 
bloom display. This is hardly ever 
warranted. Daffodils and crocus 
sometimes become crowded and require 
division every five to ten years to 
maintain their vigor. 

This information was gleaned from our 
Timely Tips series publication on Bulbs: 
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/publications/
PDF/FSA-2096.pdf 

Remember, if you have further questions 
on planting and maintaining bulbs or 
other garden plants, contact your local 
county Extension office or check out our 
website at www.uaex.uada.edu.  
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Wasp Management Around the Home 
 
Social media was recently lit up with a post 
about “Red Wasps.”  Seems the the warmer 
weather has these buggers feeling energetic.  
Let’s see what Dr. John Hopkins (Extension 
Entomologist-retired) has to say on the topic 
of wasp control: 
“Paper wasp” are long-legged, reddish 
brown to black insects and may have 
differing degrees of yellowish or brown 
striping. Their abdomens are slender and 
spindle-shaped. Paper wasps should not be 
confused with mud dauber wasps that also 
occur around the home.  Paper wasps will 
readily sting in defense of their nests. 
Before beginning a scorched earth campaign 
against all paper wasps on your property, 
remember, paper wasps are actually 
beneficial insects. They are predaceous on 
other insects that we consider pests in the 
home vegetable garden and home landscape. 
On the other hand, unlike honeybees, wasps 
can sting a victim multiple times and do not 
lose their stinger in the stinging process as 
honey bees do.  Wasp, hornet, yellow jacket 
and honey bee stings can be life-threatening 
to persons who are allergic to the venom.  
First aid treatment for stings from wasps and 
other stinging insects can be seen by going 
to the following link: 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/a
rticle/002857.htm  Additional information 
about wasps including stings and the 
associated wasp venom can be obtained 
through the link below. 
http://science.howstuffworks.com/zoology/i
nsects-arachnids/wasp3.htm 

Apr-May. Calendar: 
• 4/8-4/9 Pine Bluff 

Home and Garden 
Show 

• MG Work day 
cancelled due to 
P.B. Home and 
Garden Show 
(April 8-9). 

• 4/16 Pulaski Co. 
MG plant sale 

• 5/2-MG next 
meetng. 

• 5/7-Drew Co. MG 
plant sale. 

• 5/14- MG work 
day. 

Apr-May to do 
list: 

1. Still time to plant 
some cool season 
vegetable crops. 

2. Fertilize roses 
once new growth 
is 2 inches long. 

3. Hummingbirds 
begin to return. 

4. Begin planting 
sweet corn when 
oak leaves are as 
big as squirrel 
ears. 

5. Fertilize azaleas 
after bloom. 

6. Watch for 
bagworms on 
evergreens and 
treat with Bt 
weekly. 

The University of Arkansas System 
Division of Agriculture offers all its 
Extension and Research programs 
and services without regard to race, 
color, sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, national origin, religion, 
age, disability, marital or veteran 
status, genetic information, or any 
other legally protected status, and is 
an Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer.   

Spring through early summer is the best time 
to consider controlling paper wasps around 
your home. At this time, nests are still small 
and have less wasps associated with them 
than later in the summer and thus the stinging 
risk is reduced. Mechanical methods are 
always a viable option for control. If the nest 
is just beginning with a single queen, a 
broom may be all that is needed to knock it 
down.  If these early season nests have gone 
unnoticed and have been allowed to become 
larger nests tended by many wasps, they may 
be more easily destroyed in the evening with 
a freeze-type aerosol insecticide that is 
labeled for "wasps or hornets". These 
formulations have an added advantage in that 
they often spray as far as 10 to 20 feet.  Some 
of the “Green Category” materials such as 
mint oil sprays and soap based products also 
provide adequate control of paper wasps 
outdoors.  For recommended residual surface 
spray insecticides, see the “Hornets, Mud 
Daubers, Wasps, Yellow Jackets” entry 
under the “HOUSEHOLD AND 
STRUCTURAL PEST CONTROL 
SECTION” in the current MP144 
“Insecticide Recommendations for 
Arkansas.” 
 
If you have further questions on controlling 
unwanted pests, contact your local County 
Extension Agent. 

A paper wasp on its 
nest…A.K.A a red wasp. 
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