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Eastern Tent Caterpillars 
The eastern tent caterpillar is native to 
North America and we are close to 
emergence. 
Caterpillar nests are commonly found on 
wild cherry, apple, and crabapple but 
may be found on hawthorn, maple, 
cherry, peach, pear, plum, and others as 
well. 
They can defoliate and significantly 
stress young trees, but mature trees are 
rarely harmed and will regrow new 
leaves. 
Tent caterpillar nests may appear 
unsightly to homeowners, especially 
when exposed by severe defoliation. And 
numerous caterpillars crawling over 
sidewalks, driveways, and on buildings 
may be considered a nuisance. 
What's the best way to remove 
Eastern Tent Caterpillars? 
You can prune infested limbs to remove 
the silk tents. You can also treat trees 
with Bt (which is very specific to 
caterpillars but must be consumed on 
foliage, and it may harm other butterfly 
species). Treating nests with broad 
spectrum insecticides usually only works 
on caterpillars smaller than 1 inch in 
length.  Treating large surfaces such as 
walls is rarely effective. 
These insects will mature in about six 
weeks, and the moths will simply fly 
away. They typically produce one 
generation per year. 
 

In the future, you can also prune away 
limbs with overwintering egg masses 
before they develop next spring to help 
limit their local population the following 
year. 
 

 
Eastern tent caterpillar egg masses can 
be pruned during overwintering. (Photo 
courtesy of Robert L. Anderson, USDA 
Forest Service, Bugwood.org) 
 
For additional questions regarding 
Eastern Tent Caterpillars check out this 
link: https://www.uaex.uada.edu/farm-
ranch/pest-management/insect/eastern-
tent-caterpillar.aspx or contact your local 
County Extension office.   
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Keeping Unwanted Pests From 
HummingBird Feeders 
 
I know it’s a little early to be thinking about 
feeding hummingbirds……but is it?  Our 
hummers should begin trickling in sometime 
in March.  With this in mind, occasionally 
we have pest issues associated with our 
feeders.  One of our former County Agents, 
retired now, wrote a great article addressing 
these pest issues.  Check it out: 
 
Many hummingbird enthusiasts desire to 
keep their feeders available to 
hummingbirds only. Unwelcome visitors 
include wasps, bees, and ants. They not only 
steal the sugary food, but may also keep 
hummingbirds from visiting. 
            Wasps and bees: Fortunately, many 
newer feeders are designed with bee guards 
(little plastic screens) and longer tubes 
which give hummingbirds the advantage. A 
hummingbird’s tongue can reach much 
longer than the proboscis of a wasp or bee. 
If given a choice, avoid purchasing yellow 
guards, as yellow attracts bees. Other 
options are moving the feeder to another 
location, or taking the feeder down 
completely for a day or two. Bees and wasps 
will give up looking for the feeder sooner 
than hummingbirds. 
            Ants: Prevent ants from discovering 
the feeder by purchasing a dripless feeder. 
Bottle style feeders may drip when placed in 
the direct sun. Pressure builds and expands 
in the empty space in the bottle, causing 
some of the sugar water to leak. One option 
is apply petroleum jelly to the wire or string  

Mar-Apr. Calendar: 
• 3/7 MG monthly 

meeting. 
• 3/12 MG Work 

Day (TBA) 
• 4/8-4/9 Pine Bluff 

Home and Garden 
Show 

• Next County MG 
meeting is 4/4. 

• MG Work day 
cancelled due to 
P.B. Home and 
Garden Show. 

 

Mar-Apr. to do 
list: 

1. Fertilize bulbs. 
2. Loosen mulches 

from perennial 
plants carefully. 

3. Divide Summer 
and Fall blooming 
perennials. 

4. Cut ornamental 
grasses. 

5. Continue to 
control winter 
weeds in turf and 
apply pre-
emergence 
herbicides. 

6. Set out winter 
vegetable crops. 

7. Fertilize roses 
once new growth 
is 2 inches long. 

8. Hummingbirds 
begin to return. 

9. Begin planting 
sweet corn when 
oak leaves are as 
big as squirrel 
ears. 

The University of Arkansas System 
Division of Agriculture offers all its 
Extension and Research programs 
and services without regard to race, 
color, sex, gender identity, sexual 
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age, disability, marital or veteran 
status, genetic information, or any 
other legally protected status, and is 
an Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer.   

holding the hummingbird feeder where ants 
are gaining access. Be sure this substance 
doesn’t get on the feeder itself, as it could 
gum up bird feathers. Another option is a 
barrier which ants cannot cross. Some 
feeders are designed with little moats that can 
be filled with tap water. You can build your 
own moat by placing hanger wire through a 
spray can top, then use silicone or hot glue to 
seal and waterproof the hole. 
            Other songbirds: Occasionally other 
songbirds such as finches or orioles are 
guests at hummingbird feeders. These 
heavier birds tip the feeder upon landing, and 
take a drink of the splashed sugar water. For 
hummingbird purists who want to keep these 
birds away, use a hummingbird feeder 
without a perch. A hummingbird will hover 
over the opening when feeding, as they do 
when extracting nectar from a flower 
 
By Mark Keaton 
County Extension Agent - Staff Chair 
Baxter County 
 
If you have further questions on controlling 
unwanted pests, contact your local County 
Extension Agent. 

A hummingbird feeder with both a 
hummingbird and ants feeding. 

 


