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Mulching                    (Excerpts taken from: Texas A&M EHT-073) 
  Mulching is a horticultural practice that 
involves spreading a layer of material on 
the ground around plants to protect their 
roots from heat, cold, or drought or to 
keep the fruit/vegetable clean. 
  Mulches can be classified as inorganic 
or organic: • Inorganic mulches include 
plastic, rocks, rock chips, and other 
nonplant materials. Plastic is the only 
inorganic mulch used in vegetable 
gardens. 
 • Organic mulches include straw, 
compost, newspaper, sawdust, and 
similar materials. 
  A 4-inch layer of mulch on the soil 
surface, especially in sloping gardens, 
helps keep water from washing away 
soil particles. Mulches also prevent 
raindrops from splashing on the soil 
surface and reduce the spread of 
diseases. A mulch layer on the soil 
surface allows the soil to soak up more 
water. It also reduces the rate of water 
loss from the soil. 
  Mulches modify the soil temperature in 
home gardens. Applied in late fall, 
winter mulch insulates the roots, crowns, 
and stems of winter crops from 
extremely low temperatures.  In the 
summer, proper mulching helps keep the 
soil cooler. 
 Organic mulches enrich the soil as they 
decay and improve the environment for 
plant growth.  

 Many materials can be used to mulch a 
garden, including compost, straw, gin 
trash, and sawdust. 
• Compost is generally the best 
mulching material for a home garden. It 
is inexpensive and usually free of weed 
seeds. • Straw is short lived and coarse 
textured. • Cotton gin trash is 
commonly available in Arkansas. It may 
have issues with chemical residues, 
weed seeds, and diseases.  To make it 
safer and easier to use, compost the gin 
trash before applying it to your garden. • 
Sawdust is often available in Arkansas. 
You will need to add a small amount of 
garden fertilizer to the soil after applying 
sawdust directly to a garden. 
  Apply organic mulch thick enough to 
leave a 4-inch layer after settling. 
Coarser materials, such as straw, will 
settle and may require 8 inches or more 
initially. 
   If you use organic materials, add more 
mulch during the season. 
  This article can be found in its entirety 
at this website: 
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library
/gardening/mulching/ 
 
Contact your local County Extension 
office if you have further questions 
about mulching and mulching materials. 
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Picture of Amaryli 

Growing Amaryllis Indoors. 
 
  Whether it’s your first Amaryllis bulb or 
the fiftieth, there is high anticipation for the 
plant owner when the large, bright green 
bud emerges from a beefy amaryllis bulb! 
  Amaryllis may be purchased as bare or 
planted bulbs, and are prized for their exotic 
trumpet-shaped flowers born on 1- to 2-foot 
leafless stalks or scapes. They add dramatic 
color to homes and gardens and make 
wonderful gifts to gardeners from beginners 
to experts. 
  Native to Africa, the genus Amaryllis 
comes from the Greek word amarysso, 
which means "to sparkle." Bulbs were 
brought to Europe in the 1700s and have 
been known to bloom for up to 75 years. 
However, the amaryllis bulbs we commonly 
purchase and grow as houseplants are 
hybrids of the genus Hippeastrum and are 
native to Central and South America. 
Amaryllis flowers range from 4 to 10 inches 
in size and can be either single or double in 
form. 
While the most popular colors are red and 
white, flowers may also be pink, salmon, 
apricot, rose or deep burgundy. Some 
varieties are bicolor such as purple and 
green, or picotee (having petals with a 
different edge color). 
  Selecting Bulbs: 

• Select the largest bulbs available for 
the desired plant variety.  The larger 
the bulb, the more flowers it will 
have. 

• Bulbs should be firm and dry with 
no signs of mold, decay or injury. 

Nov-Dec. 
Calendar: 

• 11/15 MG 
Monday, 12-1 
p.m. Zoom 

• 11/25 
Thanksgiving 
Holiday 

• Next County MG 
meeting is 12/6. 

• 12/13 MG 
Monday, 12-1 
p.m. Zoom 

• 12/15 Deadline to 
enter volunteer 
hours. 

• 12/24-12/31 
Extension office 
closed. 

 

Nov-Dec. to do 
list: 

1. Elect new officers 
for 2022 

2. Record all MG 
volunteer hours. 

3. Rake, mulch, and 
compost (don’t 
cover crowns of 
plants with 
mulch.) 

4. Try to get all 
spring  bulbs 
planted. 

5. Keep your 
poinsettia fresh 
with even water 
and light. 

6. Winterize lawn 
care equipment. 

 

The University of Arkansas System 
Division of Agriculture offers all its 
Extension and Research programs 
and services without regard to race, 
color, sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, national origin, 
religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, 
or any other legally protected 
status, and is an Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer.   

• Choose bulbs with bright green new 
growth. 

Planting: 
• Amaryllis grow best in narrow 

containers. 
• Container should have one or more 

holes in the bottom and drain easy. 
• Fill pot half full with new potting 

soil high in organic matter. 
• Set the bulb in the pot resting on 

potting soil. 
• The bulb should set above the edge 

of the container. 
• Add more soil around the bulb until 

1/3 to ½ of the bulb remains visible. 
• Add water until soil is thoroughly 

moist. 
• Place pot on a saucer in a sunny 

spot. 
  Although there are several insects, mites 
and diseases that may attack amaryllis plants 
under greenhouse conditions, they are not as 
common on amaryllis grown in homes. 
Careful inspection when purchasing bulbs 
accompanied by proper care will prevent 
most insect infestations as well as diseases. 
  If you wish to time blooming around 
holiday events; remember amaryllis flowers 
usually develop in about 4-6 weeks from 
dormant bulbs. 
 
If you have further questions about growing 
Amaryllis, please contact your local County 
Extension agent  

“What if today, we were just 

grateful for everything?” –Charlie 
Brown 
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