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Baxter County u of a Cooperative extension serviCe newsletter 

Fall 2021 

From the County Agent’s 
desk… 
It feels good to finally be 

putting together the fall 

newsletter. As of writing this in 

early Sept., we’ve had a 

welcomed break in the 

temperatures with some cooler 

mornings.  

September brings about planning season. Now is the time 

to think about your operation heading into the winter 

months. Have you got hay? Has the hay been tested, and 

winter rations figured? Has feed been booked? It’s also an 

ideal time to do some soil sampling. It’s a free service, as 

most know, and the very baseline for making 

improvements to a livestock or forage operation. Get fall 

bred cows and heifers pregnancy checked as soon as 

possible. Cull any that are open. You don’t want to feed 

them all winter. It’d be money ahead to buy a bred animal 

or a pair next spring. Pregnancy can be check with a blood 

test 30 days after bull exposure. If you aren’t sure how to 
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do that, I’ll gladly come show you and give you some options on where to ship the samples. To 

me, it’s easier, you can do it earlier, and it’s far more reliable that palpating them yourself.  

We’re nearly on the tail end of trying to stockpile fescue fields for winter grazing. Those fields 

need to be clipped off and fertilized before the end of September. If initiated too late, there’s not 

enough growing time for the forage to make enough volume to justify the fertilizer cost and 

effort. Along the same thread of planning for winter grazing, now is the time to think about 

planting winter annuals like ryegrass, cereal rye, wheat, etc.  

Put all this together – stockpiling fescue and planting winter annuals - and there’s really no 

reason to be feeding hay 4 months out of the year. Let me know if I can help you come up with 

a plan. With that, here’s are first article on general fall beef and forage tips.   

FALL BEEF AND FORAGE TIPS 

Beef Cattle 

• Monitor cattle closely for any signs of lameness. Fall is a very common time for foot rot 

and interdigital dermatitis. Foot rot can extend deep into the tissues; therefore, early 

treatment is critical for recovery.  

Tips for Spring Calving Herds  

• Weaned feeder calves can be implanted, and all retained calves given access to 

supplements fortified with Bovatec, Gainpro, or Rumesin to improve weight gain. These 

products work independently from the implants and each result in a 10% or more increase 

in growth performance. 

• Now is a good time to sort cows into winter feeding groups. Cows should be grouped 

according to stage of production and/or body condition score (BCS). Cows in thin body 

condition will require additional supplementation to make sure they are in a BCS 5 to 6 by 

calving. 

• Average quality hay in Arkansas (12% protein and 54% TDN) is adequate in nutrient 

composition for non-lactating cows that are in moderate to good body condition. 

• Plan replacement heifer development program. Heifer should be fed to achieve 55 to 65% 

of mature weight by breeding. Estimate mature weight can be from cow size records or 

heifer frame size (frame size x 75 + 800 = estimated mature weight). 

• Purebred breeders should consider bull development programs to aid in yearling 

performance evaluation. On-farm bull test or bull station performance test can provide 
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growth data and possibly feed efficiency data for a contemporary group of bulls that will 

aid in genetic selection. 

• Pregnancy test cows. It is very expensive to feed an open cow. 

• Vaccinate heifers that are 4 to 12 months old for Brucellosis. 

• Forage test hay to determine nutrient value. This will provide much needed information 

when determining the proper supplementation program.   

• Provide free choice mineral and fresh water. 

• Cull open, old and non-performance cows and heifers. 

  Tips for Fall Calving Herds 

• Evaluate sire(s) for fall breeding season. If you use AI, now is the time to order semen. 

• Perform breeding soundness exam (BSE) and Trichomoniasis testing on breeding bulls. 

• Fall calving cows need to be monitored closely for calving difficulties. Facilities and 

equipment need to be readily available for dystocia. 

• Be sure newborn calves receive adequate amounts of colostrum for proper disease 

protection. Care of newborn calves include dip navels, ear tag, castrate, etc. 

• Body condition score cows. Cows should be in BCS 5 to 6 at the time of calving. 

• Forage test hay to determine nutrient value. 

• Provide free choice mineral and fresh water. 

Forage/Grazing Management   

• Take soil samples  

• Begin strip grazing stockpiled bermudagrass 

o Strip grazing improves forage utilization and may double the number of grazing 

days compared to continuous grazing. 

• Plant winter annuals and clovers in warm-season grass sod 

• Defer grazing of stockpiled cool-season grasses until late November or early December. 

• Plant clover in short-grazed fescue in early October 

• Graze out crabgrass before a killing frost 

o Crabgrass becomes very unpalatable after a killing frost and is usually avoided by 

grazing animals. 

• Rotational graze cool season perennial grasses by mid to end of October or when canopy 

height reaches at least 6 inches. 
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• Plant winter annuals between mid-October to late October for grazing in February or early 

March. 

Pasture Management 

• Start implementing long-term management during cooler months  

o Fence building and repair  

o Selecting of pastures that are slated for renovation within the next 12 months  

o Setup of grazing paddocks and watering devices  

o Soil fertility management  

 Long-term correction of pH and mineral imbalances  

 Take soil samples from areas that are to be renovated  

 Apply lime if needed 

BREEDING SOUNDNESS EXAMS AND TRICHOMONIASIS TESTING 

“A $100 investment in your bull can provide a big return when each calf is worth more than 

$1,100,” says Dr. David Fernandez, Cooperative Extension Program livestock specialist at the 

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff. 

A breeding soundness exam, or BSE, costs about $50 and a trichomoniasis, called “trich” and 

pronounced “trick,” test runs about the same.  

As breeding season approaches, Dr. Fernandez is urging beef producers to schedule trich and 

breeding soundness exams for their bulls. Generally, between 10 to 20 percent of bulls fail a 

BSE a year, he says. 

“At one BSE clinic conducted by 

Cooperative Extension, I saw four out of 

five bulls brought in by one producer fail. 

And the bull that passed was the youngest 

and least likely to breed cows. Imagine 

what a poor calf crop, the rancher would 

have had if he or she had not culled the 

bulls that failed,” says Dr. Fernandez. 

Breeding soundness exams should be 

conducted on all bulls every year. Young 
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bulls, under 18 months of age, frequently fail a BSE, yet mature into sound breeders as they 

progress through puberty. Older bulls may fail a BSE because of injury or disease. 

A BSE examines the ability of a bull to physically move about, maintain himself and breed cows. 

The veterinarian will examine the bull’s feet and legs, eyes, mouth and teeth, and body 

condition. He will also examine the bull for any injuries that may make him unable to copulate. 

After the general exam, the vet will measure the bull’s scrotal circumference. Bulls with larger 

circumferences are more fertile and have daughters that are more fertile and mature earlier. The 

vet will collect a semen sample and determine the percent motile sperm and percent normal 

sperm. To be classified as a sound breeder, a bull must have at least 30 percent motile sperm 

with at least 70 percent normal sperm and a minimum scrotal circumference. If your bull does 

not meet these criteria, have him tested again in 30 days advises Dr. Fernandez. 

Testing 30 to 60 days before the breeding season in June gives your bull a chance to retest or 

you have a chance to replace him. It is not uncommon for a bull to test satisfactory after failing 

earlier in the year. Do not sell a bull that has failed a BSE to another farmer for breeding, says 

Dr. Fernandez. 

If you opt to purchase a new bull, be sure he has passed a BSE this year. The Arkansas 

Livestock and Poultry Commission requires all bulls entering Arkansas from out of state be 

tested for trichomoniasis. Trich can cause very low fertility, low pregnancy rates, extended 

breeding seasons and low calf crops. The test takes several weeks so be sure to line up a new 

bull early enough for testing. Make sure you are not purchasing a problem bull from someone 

else. 

Make sure that the bull you have now will get the job done for you this breeding season.  

 

FALL PESTICIDE LICENSING TRAINING OPTIONS 

Online Option (Re-certification Only) 

Different from past years, farmers now have the option to recertify via an online training instead 

of attending a face-to-face class. This is only those farmers needing to re-certify…not first-time 

license holders. You can access it at: https://courses.uaex.edu or by searching for “online 

training” on the uaex.edu main page. Once you are on the Courses page, look for “Application 

Training” and you will find it there. You can do the training anywhere you choose, and it should 

work on most devices. 

https://courses.uaex.edu/
http://uaex.edu/
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This online training provides another opportunity for private applicators to get recertified. The 

online training is not designed for people that need to get their license for the first time. 

 The online program has 5 different required modules with embedded questions in each that 

must be answered correctly to proceed. You cannot fast forward through the training or skip 

slides, but you can back-up to review information for the embedded questions. It should take a 

little over 2 hours to complete. The cost of the training is $20, and the payment is made online.   

Face to Face Classroom Option (First-timers and Recertification)  

The training will be held in Mountain Home on November 30th at 6 p.m. at the Baxter County 

Fairgrounds.  This training is NOT for certification of commercial (for-hire) pesticide applicators!   

There is a $20 per person fee which must be paid at the door at the time of training.  This fee is 

not related to the licensing fees charged by the State Plant Board.  It is only for the training. The 

fee for the license is $10 for one (1) year or $45 for five (5) years. That amount you will pay in 

later to the State Plant Board, not the Baxter Co. Extension Office. Checks or exact cash 

preferred. 

 

FALL BRUCELLOSIS VACCINATION ROUTE 

The spring brucellosis vaccinations are coming up soon. Livestock and Poultry technician, Justin 

Cochran, and I will tentatively be out on October 22nd. If you have heifers to be vaccinated, 

please let us know by noon on Monday, October 18th. Return the enclosed cut-out card to our 

office at 3 East 9th St., Mountain Home, AR 72653 or call us at 870-425-2335. After the 

deadline, we’ll call and mail out a schedule with tentative times.  

Include detailed directions to where the heifers will be. Please don’t assume that Justin and 

I necessarily know where you’ll be. We both visit lots of farms throughout the year, 

and the names and locations start to run together sometimes!  



 

P
ag

e 
7

 

Vaccinations are free of charge. Heifers must be at least 4 months old but not older than 12 

months old to be eligible for vaccination. We will use the same procedure as in the past and 

notify you by letter before you are scheduled for vaccinations. You will need handling facilities to 

confine and work the calves. 

Also, you or a 

representative for you must 

be present at the time of 

vaccination or the technician 

will not vaccinate the 

heifers. If no one is there, 

we’ll have to move along to 

the next stop. Remember, 

the time that we schedule 

for your stop could be give 

or take an hour or so. It 

depends on how fast or held 

up we are at prior stops. 
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Brad Runsick 
Baxter County Extension Agent 

 
870-425-2335 
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“Like” us on Facebook at Baxter County Coop Extension Service - Agriculture 

https://www.facebook.com/BaxterCountyAg/

