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Baxter County U of A Cooperative Extension Service Newsletter 

January 2020 

From the County Agent’s 
desk… 
Another decade gone. The one 

ahead will most certainly provide 

cattle producers and hay farmers 

with plenty of challenges, some of 

which I’m sure we don’t even 

know about yet. Regardless, 

cattlemen and cattlewomen are a 

resilient bunch. I hope that our office can continue to be a 

resource for Baxter County farmers in the coming decade of 

the 2020s.  

To do this, we seek the input from the folks that our efforts 

matter the most to. Each year, an advisory committee made up 

of folks from around the county get together to hash out what 

some of the needs are Baxter County farmers. The items 

identified in that meeting directly influence the things I work on 

throughout the year. The things you read about in this 

newsletter, the demonstration plots we put out, the newspaper 

articles, and the workshops/events that we try to put together 

are all a result of the priorities that come out of those 

discussions. I want to thank those folks for agreeing to serve. 

They know who they are. And, I want to thank all the farmers in 

Baxter County for having me serve as your agent this past year. With that, let’s get to this edition’s 

information! 

In this Issue……… 

 

 

 

 

❖ What’s Coming in 2020 

 

❖ Pesticide License Certification 

Training Opportunities 

 

❖ Winter Weed Control 

 

❖ Cattle Working Facilities Plans 

and Designs 

 

❖ January and February Beef Herd 

Tips 

 

❖ DETAILS AND REGISTRATION 

FORM/FLYER FOR UPCOMING 

TWIN LAKES BEEF & FORAGE 

CONFERENCE ENCLOSED 
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Baxter County Extension in 2020 

Here’s a general rundown of some of the beef and forage type work we’re looking to do this coming year. 

➢ Research plot work to determine if there is any forage yield reduction as a result of using either 

foliar-applied or GrazonNext impregnated fertilizer.  
➢ The Twin Lakes Beef & Forage Conference will be held on Friday, March 27th at the Cotter High 

School Cafeteria. The topics to cover include bull management, testing, and breeding soundness 

and pasture/hay weed control, specifically targeting the control of knotroot foxtail in 

bermudagrass and herbicide impregnated fertilizer. Registration and other details are included on 

the enclosed flyer/registration form. 

➢ Initiation of a multi-year broomsedge control project. We’ll look at how fertilization and reseeding 

practices can reduce the amount of broomsedge in a field over time. 

➢ Late winter thistle control demonstration plots 

➢ Knotroot foxtail control demonstration plots 

In addition to some of these larger projects, we’ll spend a lot of time with basic one-on-one consultations 

with folks regarding a whole host of questions. Last year alone, those phone calls, office visits, and farm 

visits totaled well over 200. That’s where our real impact is made…in solving those specific problems for 

individuals.  

I’m going to really continue to harp on the benefits of having hay tested and letting folks know that we 

can figure winter feed rations for their herd. It almost always saves producer’s money in winter feed 

costs.  

Don’t forget that available to come out to the farm next spring if you need any help identifying weeds, 

calibrating sprayers, or planning forage for the coming year.  

Spring Pesticide Licensing Training Options 

Online Option (Re-certification Only) 

Different from past years, farmers now have the option to recertify via an online training instead of 

attending a face-to-face class. This is only those farmers needing to re-certify…not first-time license 

holders. You can access it at: https://courses.uaex.edu or by searching for “online training” on the 

uaex.edu main page. Once you are on the Courses page, look for “Application Training” and you will find 

it there. You can do the training anywhere you choose, and it should work on most devices. 

This online training provides another opportunity for private applicators to get recertified. The online 

training is not designed for people that need to get their license for the first time. 

 The online program has 5 different required modules with embedded questions in each that must be 

answered correctly in order to proceed. You cannot fast forward through the training or skip slides, but 

you can back-up to review information for the embedded questions. It should take a little over 2 hours to 

complete. The cost of the training is $20, and the payment is made online.   

https://courses.uaex.edu/
http://uaex.edu/
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Face to Face Classroom Option (First-timers and Recertification)  

The training will be held in Mountain Home on Tuesday, February 18th, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. at the Baxter 

County Fairgrounds.  This training is NOT for certification of commercial (for-hire) pesticide applicators!   

There is a $20 per person fee which must be paid at the door at the time of training.  This fee is not 

related to the licensing fees charged by the State Plant Board.  It is only for the training. The fee for the 

license is $10 for one (1) year or $45 for five (5) years. That amount you will pay in later to the State Plant 

Board, not the Baxter Co. Extension Office. Checks or exact cash preferred. 

Spring Weed Control 

It’s only January, but it is by no means too early to start thinking about spring weed control. Between now 

and late March is an ideal time to get most of the winter annual weeds that becomes bigger problems 

later in the spring in fescue fields.   

Weed control is one of the cheapest, most beneficial practices that a livestock/pasture farmer can do, yet 

many don’t. At present prices, a rate of 1 quart/acre of 2, 4-D amine will run you right around $4 per acre. 

No other practice out there will give you more bang for your buck than a good spray program. Weed 

control allows for thicker stands of beneficial grasses, and it improves the overall quality of the forage’s 

TDN and crude protein numbers. Not to mention the problems associated with toxic weeds, such as 

perilla mint.  

For northern Arkansas, a treatment of 2, 4-D amine or Grazon P+D/Next at a rate of 1 quart per acre in 

late February-early March will clean up the majority of your winter annual weeds, including buttercup and 

thistles. 2, 4-D and Grazon, which contains 2, 4-D, are restricted use pesticides in Arkansas, and they 

requires a license to purchase. Bear in mind, you’ll probably need to plan on spraying again in April-May 

to catch those late season winter annuals and warm season weeds.  

In addition to the correct weed identification and herbicide selection, timing is equally important. These 

dates are rough estimates, but let your own eye be your guide. Soil temperatures and moisture play a big 

role in the germination of weed seeds. Late February and early March may sound too early. You look out 

there in the field as you drive by and say, “I don’t see any weeds. Spraying can wait.” However, get out 

there and look close under that dormant grass and you’ll usually find small, green, actively growing 

buttercups and thistle rosettes. Most winter annuals are readily controlled when the plants are at 2-4”.  

Thistles are best controlled in the rosette stage when they are lying flat on the ground. Wait until they get 

too tall and you’re looking a buying a more expensive herbicide or not controlling them at all. Keep in 

mind, these are fairly general recommendations. If you have questions about a specific weed problem or 

if you want me to come out and take a look, feel free to give me a call at 870-425-2335.  

Dates and locations for private applicator trainings for licensing are listed above. For more specific weed 

species recommendations, feel free to give me a call at 870-425-2335. 
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Extension Webpage Devoted to Cattle Working Facilities 
 

In case you weren’t aware of this, here’s a great 

resource when it comes to planning cattle 

working facilities. The keystone of good animal 

welfare and beef quality assurance is cattle 

working facilities.  University of Arkansas’s beef 

cattle specialist, Shane Gadberry, working 

alongside county Extension agents across the 

state with support of the Arkansas Beef 

Checkoff are working together to bring a new 

perspective to this topic.  The webpage is a go-

to source to download the Extension 

publication, Cattle Working Facilities 

(MP239).  The webpage also provides details on 

pen size, feed bunk space, and shade area.  There are also links to equipment manufacturers.   The new 

perspective this webpage is offering is being captured at 50 to 250 foot above the ground.  The webpage 

connects visitors to video footage and still aerial images of working facilities captured using the Animal 

Science Department’s drone.  Anyone planning to build or update their facility can watch videos to get a 

birds-eye view of facility layouts other producers around the state have envisioned.  Dr. Gadberry sees 

this as just the beginning of what can be a very useful site.  The goal is to capture facilities that have some 

practical aspects and offer examples scaled from the smallest to very large operations.  Topography and 

existing infrastructure prohibit a one-size fits all approach to designs.  The goal with this project is to 

illustrate what others have done so their fellow cattle producers can glean from those ideas and adapt 

what fits their operation.  The web address is https://www.uaex.edu/farm-ranch/animals-forages/beef-

cattle/beef-cattle-handling-facilities.aspx  . A person can navigate to the site by going 

to www.uaex.edu and click on the Farm & Ranch – Animals and Forages link then using the left navigation 

pane click the Beef Cattle – Beef Cattle Handling Facilities link.  

Beef Herd Tips and Reminders 

January  

Fall Calving Herds: 

 January is the middle of the fall breeding season. Check bulls to be sure they are maintaining 

body condition and are still sound (feet, legs, eyes, and etc).  If bulls seem to be disinterested, 

perhaps rotating bulls would be helpful. 

 If the heifer breeding season began 30 days prior to the cow breeding season, the heifer 

breeding season should be coming to an end.   

 Check body condition to determine if supplement feed needs to be adjusted.   

 Provide free-choice mineral and fresh water. 

https://arkansaslivestockdotcom.wordpress.com/2017/10/05/extension-launches-webpage-devoted-to-cattle-working-facilities/
https://www.uaex.edu/farm-ranch/animals-forages/beef-cattle/beef-cattle-handling-facilities.aspx
https://www.uaex.edu/farm-ranch/animals-forages/beef-cattle/beef-cattle-handling-facilities.aspx
http://www.uaex.edu/
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Spring Calving Herds:  

 Calving season may begin towards the end of this month or the first of next month. Be prepared 

for calving is very important: OB gloves, OB lubricant, esophageal feeder, bottle and nipple, chain 

straps/chains, calf puller, sterile syringes and needles, batteries for flashlight or spotlight, old rags 

or blankets, toolbox to keep calving equipment, colostrum replacement, electrolytes, etc. Make 

sure all items are in good working order, haven't expired, etc. 

 Be prepared to make feed adjustments for nursing cows.  Lactating cows require a 10-11% crude 

protein and 58-60% TDN diet MP391.  

 Switch to a high magnesium mineral to help prevent grass tetany for lactating cows on spring 

pastures Fact Sheet 3035.  

 Castrate male calves at birth or at 3 months processing.  Bull calves are usually discounted $5 per 

hundred weight.  Castration early in life is less stressful on the calf.  Research with calves castrated 

at birth grow at similar rates of gain compared to their intact male pasture mates.  In addition, 

male calves castrated by stocker producers following salebarn purchase are 2.5 times more likely 

to become sick than a steer calf purchased through a salebarn market. 

 Don't forget to collect calving records.  Valuable records for selection and management include: 

body condition calving, calving difficulty score, calf gender, calf birth weight, and don't forget to 

tag calves - records are less valuable when they cannot be linked to animals and herds. 

 If heifers were breed 30 days prior to the cow herd last year, the heifer calving season should be 

in full swing. 

 Vaccinate replacement heifers 30 to 60 days before breeding season. 

 Now is a good time to evaluate and select sires for the spring breeding season for both mature 

cows and replacement heifers. Easy calving bulls are very important for breeding replacement 

heifers 

 Provide free-choice mineral and fresh water. 

Forage/Grazing Management  

 Winter is a good time for correct imbalances in pH 

 Soil fertility and pH should be monitored regularly 

 Correcting pH will take several months so it is wise to check lime requirements before next year's 

growing season. 

 Collect at least 15 subsamples per pasture using a zig-zag course  

 Mix the subsamples then submit one composite sample to the county extension office. 

 Use appropriate crop code for proper fertilizer recommendations. We’ll assist with that when you 

bring the samples into the office. 

 For stockpiled forages, use grazing methods that avoid trampling of forage and ensure high forage 

utilization, such as strip grazing. Strip grazing improves forage utilization and may double the 

number of grazing days compared to continuous grazing. 
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 For winter annual grains and ryegrass, begin grazing once canopy height is at least 8 inches. Use 

grazing methods that avoid trampling of forage and ensure high forage utilization, such as 

rotational grazing or limit-grazing (limiting cow access time to annuals). 

 Under limit-grazing, cows are routinely pastured on dormant pasture or fed hay in a dry-lot, but 

are allowed to eat their fill from a limited-access winter annual pasture several times per week. 

 Limit-grazing of beef cows and calves on a mixture of wheat/rye/ryegrass (planted at 0.2 acre of 

per head) for two days per week produced the same cow, calf, and rebreeding performance as 

cows fed unlimited hay plus a supplement. 

 Limit-grazed cows also consumed 30 percent less hay during the winter feeding period. 

 Protect hay when feeding to reduce waste. Feed hay in rings to reduce hay waste. Unrolling hay 

increases hay waste unless it is done on a limit-feeding basis.  

 Consider using a temporary electric wire fence wire to reduce waste from trampling and increases 

utilization of the hay. Unroll the bale, then string up an electrified polywire down the length of the 

line of hay. Place the wire about 30 inches high over the hay. Cattle will line up as if eating at a 

feed bunk. 

 Feeding hay in various locations around a field is a cost effective way of maintaining, or possibly 

increasing  soil P, K, and organic matter. Each bale of hay contains substantial amounts of fertilizer 

nutrients and can enrich feeding areas. On average, a typical 4x5 round bale has a fertility value 

approaching that of 100 lbs of 17-17-17 fertilizer. 

February 

Fall Calving Herds: 

 Castrate male calves at birth or at 3 months processing.  Bull calves are usually discounted $5 per 

hundred weight.  Castration early in life is easier on the calf.  Research with calves castrated at 

birth have grown at similar rates of weight gain compared to their intact male pasture mates.  In 

addition, male calves castrated by stocker producers following salebarn purchase are 2.5 times 

more likely to become sick than a steer calf purchased through a salebarn market. 

Spring Calving Herds: 

 Don't forget to collect calving records. Records include body condition of the cow at calving, 

calving difficulty score, calf gender, calf birth weight, and don't forget to tag calves - records are 

more valuable when they can be linked back to cow and calf pairs. 

o Calf Crop Record Work Sheet 

▪ Link: http://files.ctctcdn.com/d796cc69001/95b7bfbc-b5c2-4334-b114-db9a94aa00c4.pdf 

o Individual Cow Performance and Progeny Record 

▪ Link: http://files.ctctcdn.com/d796cc69001/a373785d-3ddb-463e-b2e4-5324c424ae04.pdf 

o Beef Bull Breeding Soundness Evaluation 
▪ http://files.ctctcdn.com/d796cc69001/935773b5-25f7-46cf-9e2c-77b29cde95b4.pdf 

https://origin.library.constantcontact.com/doc206/1102041606525/doc/FgXCoDzWQLKGL3Qc.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/d796cc69001/95b7bfbc-b5c2-4334-b114-db9a94aa00c4.pdf
https://origin.library.constantcontact.com/doc206/1102041606525/doc/j4Hlm7ikj2f8BSqw.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/d796cc69001/a373785d-3ddb-463e-b2e4-5324c424ae04.pdf
https://origin.library.constantcontact.com/doc206/1102041606525/doc/TrKPicNrzJQhJcD8.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/d796cc69001/935773b5-25f7-46cf-9e2c-77b29cde95b4.pdf
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 Make sure adjustments to winter feeding are made for nursing cows.  Lactating cows require a 10-

11% crude protein and 58-60% TDN diet (Factsheet MP391) 

 

 

 Switch to a high magnesium mineral to help prevent grass tetany when calving cows are grazing 

spring pastures (FSA3035). Grass tetany occurs most commonly in the months of February, March, 

and April. Normally occurs when cool season forages begin to regrow. Grass tetany is due to an 

abnormally low level of magnesium in the cow's body. Older lactating cows are more susceptible. 

 Watch closely for calf scours. Calf scours can be a very costly problem for many producers. Calves 

suffering from scours can become critically ill in a short period of time. 

Forage/Grazing Management  

 Feed hay to reduce waste by feeding in rings, strip feeding under temporary electric wire, or only 

unrolling enough for a day or less. 

 Strip graze any remaining stockpiled forage to extend grazing days. 

 Limited grazing of winter annuals will improve animal nutrition, extend hay supplies, and allow 

use of limited high-quality forage. 

 Clover and lespedeza can be overseeded during February into short-grazed fescue pastures. 

Inoculate seed. Consider strip or stripe seeding in difficult areas. Make sure soil test is good 

enough for clover.  

 Implement a winter annual weed control program. 

 To promote earlier greenup and grazing of fescue and winter annuals, fertilize specific pastures in 

February for grazing in March. Other pastures can be fertilized in March for spring. But don't apply 

N fertilizer where clovers are overseeded or where good clover stands exist. 

 Start rotationally grazing at greenup. Don't let cows chase green grass over the entire farm since 

that will delay significant growth and sustained grazing even longer.  

 If you were not able to test soil fertility in fall, do so now to avoid fertility shortfalls once 

temperatures rise and forage begin to grow at a faster rate. Soil samples can be obtained easily 

and testing them is free of charge. 

 Apply burn-down herbicide to dormant bermudagrass. This is very important for keeping 

bermudagrass pastures clean of broadleaf weeds. Herbicide of choice is glyphosate. Use rates 

according to the label; do not skimp with rates, the bermudagrass will not be affected if it is still 

dormant but weeds will be killed reliably. Reapply herbicide if needed. Bermudagrass should not 

be mowed/grazed for 60 days after application, so time herbicide application accordingly. 

 General Tips: 

 Start repairing haying equipment for spring harvest. 

 Some days in February may be better spent indoors than out.  Tax season is approaching so start 

gathering those sales and purchase receipts for your accountant.  Don't let your tax form be the 

only financial information for your operation.  Completing a cow-calf enterprise budget each year 
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can help benchmark where money is being spent and how much.  Visit with your count Extension 

agent to determine where costs of production may be out-of-line and how changes in 

management can improve your bottom line. 
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Brad Runsick 

Baxter County Extension Agent 

870-425-2335 

 

“Like” us on Facebook at Baxter County Coop Extension Service - Agriculture 

https://www.facebook.com/BaxterCountyAg/

