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Garvan Gardens Winter Garden Festival 
November 21 - December 31 

10 a.m. – 6 p.m. (last admission at 5 p.m. - garden grounds close at 6 p.m.) 
Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas days 

Garvan Woodland Gardens will be presenting an all-new daytime winter garden festival 

in 2020. Come celebrate the beauty of the season in our outdoor winter garden. 

Favorite garden displays will provide photo opportunities, while the Garvan Pavilion 

will be transformed into a life-sized Snow Globe. A display along the newly paved 

Camellia Trail will feature creations for the winter landscape by students of the Fay 

Jones School of Architecture and Design. Since the festival is during daytime hours, 

areas that were previously inaccessible during holiday lights will now be available to 

experience, such as the Evans Children’s Adventure Garden, the Evans Tree House, the 

Hixson Nature Preserve, and the Perry Wildflower Overlook. 

The winter garden festival will begin on Saturday, November 21 and run through 

Saturday, December 31 (closed Thanksgiving and Christmas days). The gardens will be 

open daily 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., with the last admission sold at 5 p.m. The Chipmunk Café 

will be open from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. serving up fresh gourmet sandwiches, salads, and 

seasonal treats. The annual tradition of free hot chocolate will continue at the café. 

Admission prices: $15 adults, $5 ages 4-12, and free ages 3 and younger. Dogs on a 

short leash are allowed in the gardens for $5 each.  Golf cart tours are available on a 

limited, first come first served basis and are $15 per person in addition to admission. 

There are no reservations for golf cart tours.  
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
by Phil Horton 

Since we have not been able to socialize or visit in 
recent months, I thought it would a good idea to 
share some pics from a few of our members and 
projects.  I recently visited with Mrs. Jean Prange 
and was impressed with the landsape design she 
utilized to disguise an otherwise unsightly area of 
her lawn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reporting Hours: Final Date to Enter       

2020 Hours is December 15 

If you do not choose to report your hours through the 
online reporting app, a time sheet is enclosed for you 
to fill out and return to the Extension Office by 
December 10.  Do not be concerned about particular 
dates for each activity, a close estimate is fine and you 
can actually combine all the hours for one project as 
a cumulative total for the year if you  choose (for 
example: Courthouse – 15 hours, is sufficient).  Even 
though the ability to accumulate work hours for MG 
has undergone a change this year, please remain 
diligent in recording what hours you have. Also don’t 
forget that you can record hours worked in “non-
sanctioned” projects as long as it is not over ½ of your 
time worked in regular MG projects. This might be at 
your church or other public buildings.  While social 
distancing at home  you may have accumulated many 
more hours for reading, watching TV and other 
educational gardening  presentations via Zoom or 
whatever means you have available. Be sure to report 
any virtual garden tours or seminars you may have 
viewed.   

 

 
 

 

She also has this shady area with a bench for relaxing and enjoying 
a good book or thumbing through her latest gardening catalog. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Gardening To-Do’s  
 
- Winterize lawn mower. 
-Continue to plant spring blooming 
bulbs and winter annuals. 

- Plant a tree: look for one with pretty fall 
foliage. 

- Rake, mulch and compost. 
- Clean up perennials as they die back. 
 
 
 
- Prune and save greens for holiday 

decorations. 
- Add extra mulch on tender perennials after 

the first hard frost. 
- Keep your poinsettia fresh with even moisture 

and plenty of light. 
- Try to get all spring blooming bulbs planted. 
- Start an indoor herb garden. 
- Plant an amaryllis bulb. 

 
 
 
 
 

You’d never guess that this area is 

camouflage for her septic tank.  



 

 

Pansies for Cool Weather Color Pop 
      by Janet Carson 

    Gardeners have planted more 
annual flowers this year than ever 
before. We had outstanding color all 
summer, and cooler weather 
doesn’t mean the color needs to 

end. There are a wide range of winter annuals to 
choose from, but the star in the winter garden has 
always been pansies. 
     Pansies, Viola X Wittrockiana, come in a variety of 
sizes, colors and types. They come in blue, red, yellow, 
white, orange, pink and purple. There is even a black 
variety. There are solid colors without faces, bi-colors 
with contrasting faces and blended colors offering a mix 
of colors in each bloom. Intense breeding has 
developed flowers that can get as large as 4.5 inches 
across on lovely green foliage. It is hard to believe that 
these large, brightly colored flowers are descendants of 
the quiet, diminutive woodland violets. 
     Pansy flowers have a velvety texture and bloom 
over a long period of time. Pansies thrive in cool 
weather and will bloom from now until next summer’s 
hot weather causes them to decline. Plant them in a 
well-drained location with moderately rich soil. They will 
grow in full sun to partial shade. Those in full sun will 
fade away sooner in the summer, but by then you have 
plenty of other plants to replace them with. 
     People who move here from farther north are 
amazed to see pansies being planted this late in the 
season. Arkansas is about as far north as pansies can 
be planted as a winter annual. Gardeners up north 
plant pansies for an early spring bedding plant. In our 
winter gardens, when temperatures dip below freezing, 
they will freeze solid, thaw out when the sunlight hits 
them and continue to bloom all winter. When so much 
of the garden is dormant and somewhat homely, 
pansies give a much-needed shot in the arm of cheerful 
color. 
Pansy particulars 
     When it comes to pansy varieties, the list continues 
to grow each year. For the largest flowering pansies, 
look for Majestic Giants or Colossus. The Delta series 
features mid-size flowers in a large range of colors; 
these bounce back quickly if we have cold weather. 
The Matrix series has both blotched and clear varieties 
and has sturdy stems. The flowers, available in many 
colors, are smaller, but there are lots of them — these 
plants are very floriferous. A popular trailing series of 
pansies is the Cool Wave series, which spreads more 
readily than most pansies. The flowers are a bit 
smaller, but the trailing habit helps them fill a bed, and 
they bloom nonstop. If you are looking for a unique 
color palette, consider the Imperial Antiques with soft, 
blended colors. Visit your local nursery and see what 
they have. 

     Pansies can be planted in a mix of colors, or for a 
really dazzling display, in a single color. Plant the 
individual flowers 4 to 6 inches apart. They make a 
great companion planting for spring flowering bulbs. 
Simply dig up the bed, plant bulbs first, cover with soil, 
then plant pansies on top. The spring bulbs will come 
up right through the pansy plantings for even more 
color in the spring. 
     Pansies can be planted from late September 
through early December. When planting late in the 
season, choose strong, healthy plants with blooms or at 
least buds on them. If you plant young, small plants 
during the later planting time, you may wait until spring 
for good flowering. 
Pansies also make ideal 
container plantings. If you live in 
an apartment or condominium, 
don’t think that you are excluded 
from planting pansies. Plant a 
container for your deck, patio or 
front porch. Regular watering will 
need to be included in their care 
— even when it is cold. Watering 
is especially important prior to a 
heavy freeze. They don’t need to 
be saturated, but they do need to be moist.      Fertilize 
pansies regularly all season. Fertilize at planting and 
during any warm spell throughout the winter. 
     Very few pests attack pansies, with the main culprits 
being rabbits and occasionally squirrels and deer. Use 
whatever resources you have to deter them, although a 
light scattering of blood meal has been known to do the 
trick for rabbits. 
    A gift of pansies is supposed to mean “You occupy 
my thoughts” since pansy comes from the French 
pensée, meaning a thought, and heart’s ease. Myth has 
it that the pansy was originally white but colored purple 
by Cupid. 
     Pansies are not just pretty, they’re edible. They are 
used in salads and can be crystallized and used as 
cake decorations. If you decide to nibble on your 
pansies, make sure before doing so that they have not 
been sprayed with pesticides. 

Copied and used with permission from  
Arkansas Living Magazine, November 2020. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A copy of the 2021MG Calendar is enclosed for 

everyone.  We also have extras available at the Extension 

Office.  The calendars would make a nice stocking stuffer or 

an added goodie for anyone at the bargain price of $1.00.  

Call or stop by the office to request additional copies.     

 



 

 

Focus on Projects 
Sara’s Memorial Garden 

County Extension Office, DeWitt 
In 1997 the MG established a bed on the northwest 
corner of the Extension Service lawn as a memorial 
garden to Sara Archer, granddaughter of Betty Archer, 
using monies donated in her memory. This bed is both 
sun and shade and includes a 
variety of plants blooming 
throughout the season, along with 
seating, garden art and rocks 
acquired through MG rock hunts 
to Beverly Tarkington’s rock hill at 
Shirley, AR.  Betty has spent many 
hours in recent months adding 
some new plants and updating the 
garden art.    

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Following Covid-19 guidelines released by the CDC 
and UA, the Arkansas County Extension Offices are 
open with limited access inside the buildings and 
masks are required.  Extension agents are available 
to help to as needed via office visits, text, email or 
phone while following social distancing.   

“Gratitude is the healthiest of all human emotions.  The more 

you express gratitude for what you have, the more likely you 

will have even more to express gratitude for.”  - Zig Ziglar 


