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Dear Master Gardeners, 

     Can you believe it has been a year since we’ve actually met 
face to face for a meeting? I have missed you folks and have had 
you in my thoughts and prayers hoping that you were in good health. 
     We have struggled to keep our projects looking good this past year.  Some of us 
would meet in the fresh air and social distance, but many times the numbers were 
few.  I would love for you to recruit new members. As you know, the training will 
benefit you for a lifetime. It’s a wonderful way to meet people from different areas 
of Arkansas County and all over the state with the same interest.  You learn to care 
for your own garden and to volunteer on projects.  In volunteering you learn 
something new from fellow MG. It’ a good way to socialize, it’s fun, good exercise, 
you are appreciated, and you can take pride in your community.   
     Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, adjustments have been made in offering the 
training. The training is $75 and is a self-paced online format. It will open up March 
1 and be available until May 15. Pre-registration should be completed by February 
10 through the Arkansas County Extension Service at 870-946-3231 or 870-673-
2346. Visit with your friends and neighbors, and encourage them to become a part 
of our team! 
     It is time to pay our Annual Dues of $10 for 2021. Send them to the Extension 
Office at 1009 Liberty Drive, DeWitt AR  72042.   
We have taken care of business that was voted to do annually such as contributing 
to the Janet Carson Scholarship Fund and MG State Awards Program.  The financial 
committee will soon meet to audit the books and prepare end of year reports for 
state.  I am also sad to report that our Treasurer, Frankie Long, has had to resign 
due to health issues. She and husband Garland are currently residing in Little Rock 
at Brookdale Senior Living Center.   
     I want to give you something to ponder.  We have in the past planted a tree 
when one of our MG members has died, but we are behind in getting this done.  
There is often a problem of where to plant the tree. We have lost six members and 
we really need to pay tribute to them. I am open to your thoughts and suggestions 
for other memorial options. 
     Spring will soon be here and it’s time to think about pruning.  Roses, crepe 
myrtles and summer blooming spirea should be pruned in February to mid-March.  
If you wait until they have leafed out you delay their blooms.  I’ve noticed that my 
jonquils are beginning to make an appearance, which makes me happy! 
     Those of you who are interested in going to Forrest Hills, LA to the many 

nurseries and festival should mark your calendar for the dates March 18-20.  If 

you’ve never been you are missing a fun opportunity.  It is a fun, fun trip! The 

town has a population of about 3000 located just south of Alexandria.  It is a 

well-organized festival with exhibitions of horticulture, garden art, and 

wholesale & retail nurseries.    

     I’m looking forward to being able to see you folks!  Happy Gardening,  Jean   
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
by Phil Horton 

This month we are featuring our South Arkansas 
County gardening friend Tammie Olsen. She is a 
year-round gardener by taking advantage of her 
greenhouse. Tammie provided us with a little 
information on how she maintains her greenhouse.   

  

I Love Plants! I Love my greenhouse! 

My greenhouse is 7.5ft. X 10ft.  I have 3 tall 

shelves that hold the smaller plants and I place 

the larger, heavier plants on the dirt floor that 

is covered with gray gravel. Hanging plants are 

placed on shelves or hung on an old clothes 

rack.  

I have 3 heat lamps and an electric heater to 

keep the plants warm. I also have a 

thermometer in the greenhouse and try to keep 

the temp at 40 degrees. Each heat lamp will 

raise the temp by 5 degrees. If the outside temp 

is going to be 35, I turn on one heat lamp. If the 

outside temp is going to be 30 degrees, I turn 

on 2. If the temp is going to be less than 30, I 

turn on the heater and maybe 1 or 2 lights, 

depending on how much below 30.  

It is always an exciting time when it warms up 

enough outside to get the plants back out. I 

take them out one at a time, clean them up, and 

repot if necessary.   

I also use my greenhouse to start seeds for my 

garden.   Love my greenhouse!        Tammie 

 

 

2020 Hours: 

Volunteer Work Hours:  248  

Education Hours:           521 

In spite of the limited work we were able to perform 
this past year as a group, we were still able to keep 
our project areas looking pretty good. The hours 
reported definitely reflect the effects the pandemic 
had on both reporting platforms. We missed our 
Garden Show where we all accumulate many 
volunteer hours, along with the garden tours and 
trips where we gain education hours. We can only 
hope for better times ahead.   
.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Notice the hanging 

heat lamps and 
standing floor heater 
so plants can survive 

the cold temps. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      It’s time to pay dues for 2021. 
 
Please send your $10 dues to the following address: 

Ark Co Master Gardeners 
1009 Liberty Drive 
DeWitt AR  72042 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Gardening To-Do’s  
 
*Apply dormant oil spray to fruit & nut 
trees, hollies, euonymus, & camellias to 
control scale. 

*Apply a post-emergent broadleaf herbicide with 2,4-D to 
control annual winter weeds like henbit. Apply on a warm day 
for more effectiveness. 
*Start cool-season vegetable seeds indoors for those early 
season transplants. 
*Plant bare root strawberry plants & asparagus crowns by late 
this month.  
*Apply a bulb booster fertilizer to emerging spring flowering 
bulbs to ensure good strong growth. 
 
 

*Prune summer blooming shrubs if 
needed including crepe myrtle, vitex, 
althea, buddleia & summer blooming 
spirea. 

*Cut back all warm season ornamental grasses to a few inches 
above ground early this month. 
*Cautiously loosen winter mulches from perennials. Cover 
plants at night if frost returns. 
*Dig divide & share crowded summer and fall-blooming 
perennials. 
*Apply 2,4-D or one of the 3-way herbicides (Trimec or Triplet) 
to control wild onions and garlic. 
*Cut back all liriope as close to the ground as possible before 
new growth begins. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNTIES 

There are several excellent horticulture-related  
presentations being made available via Zoom for 
anyone interested. These programs are usually 
one hour long and often times during the lunch 
hour for the convenience of the working folks. 
You can access them from your home 
computer/laptop, or phone by simply logging in 
via the link that is provided upon pre-registration.  
Zoom is an app that is easily accessed through 
your device.  Contact the Extension office if you 
have questions.   

February 2021 Events 
 

10 - White County Brown Bag Lecture 

Series: Jan Yingling - Diseases, 12 to 1 p.m. 

(link coming soon) 
 

12 - Deadline to register for Advanced MG 

Class via Zoom,  Pollinators: An In-Depth 

Look at One of Life's Most Important 

Resources, March 12, 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. and 

March 13, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. (must attend both 

days)  Cost is $25.00 

For more information contact Patsy Louk at 

pjlouk@gmail.com or 479-841-

9865.  Registration Information link  (found on 

MG ONLY portion of the website) 
 

15 - Deadline for county forms to be sent to 

state office for 2021 MG Online Basic 

Training Class  
 

15 - Master Gardener Monday (MGM), 12 to 1 

p.m. (link coming soon) 
 

17 - White County Brown Bag Lecture 

Series: Terrell Davis - Warm Season Veggies, 

12 to 1 p.m. (link coming soon) 

  

18 - Grow Your Own Groceries: Potatoes, 12 

to 1 p.m.  Link for GYOG webpage 

  

24 - White County Brown Bag Lecture 

Series: Brett Gordan - Soils, 12 to 1 p.m. (link 

coming soon) 
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DON’T BE GUILTY OF MURDER! 

Proper pruning of the shrub 
or tree types includes 
selectively removing 
branches back to a branch 
(thinning). Crape myrtle 
flowers on new stems/wood 
so plants can be pruned until 
late spring without reducing 
flowering that summer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR EXTENSION SERVICE 
All Arkansas County offices are in the process of getting a 
new phone system.  Once the system is activated, our 
phone number for the Extension Office in DeWitt will 
change.  All of our current numbers will be canceled.  The 
new number will be 870-659-2058. This should be 
happening within the next few weeks,  so beware if you 
receive a message that our current number is not 
working it is because the change has been completed.  
We will be notifying everyone about the change through 
social media, newspaper, radio, etc. once it goes live.   

 

Following Covid-19 guidelines released by the CDC 
and UA, the Arkansas County Extension Offices are 
open with limited access inside the buildings and 
masks are required.  Extension agents are available 
to help as needed via office visits, text, email or 
phone while following social distancing.   

https://www.uaex.edu/yard-garden/resource-library/crape-myrtle/pruning.aspx

