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The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture 
continues the staggered approach to reopening and is meant to 
ensure the health and safety of employees and clients.  The 
Division’s plans will be adjusted according to directives and 
recommendations from Arkansas Department of Health, 
Centers for Disease Control, or any directives issued by the 
Arkansas governor.  Stage IV began June 1 and division-
sponsored meetings have resumed with  approval.  Attendees 
are asked to follow CDC guidelines when attending meetings. 

 

EH SPRING SOCIAL 
Extension Homemakers and guests are invited to the 
EH Spring Social on Thursday, June 17.  The meeting 

will begin at 1:30 p.m. at the DeWitt Community Center, 
#1 Ron Fowler Road, DeWitt.  Join us for a fun afternoon of  
BINGO!  If possible, bring an inexpensive gift-wrapped prize.  
Refreshments will be ice cream hosted by the EH Council.  I hope 
you will join us for an afternoon of fellowship and refreshments. 
Please call the Extension Office at (870)659-2058 to pre-register 
by Tuesday, June 15.  I look forward to seeing everyone! 

 
JUNE EH PROGRAM 

No area in the state has a more prestigious heritage than 
Arkansas County.  This month’s EH Program is Arkansas 
County History.  I have enclosed the program materials along 
with an Arkansas Word Search. 

 

2021 RICE IS NICE YOUTH COOKING CONTEST 
The 2021 Arkansas County Rice is Nice Youth Cooking Contest 
is co-sponsored by the Arkansas County Extension 
Homemakers and Arkansas County Farm Bureau. Students 
aged 9-18 or in the 4th through 12th grades as of January 1, 
2021 and living in Arkansas may enter. Applications are 
available at the Arkansas County Cooperative Extension 
Service.  For information contact the Extension Service at 
(870)659-2058. Deadline for entry is June 10.  

 

 
 

Visit our website at: 
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/counties/  

 

mailto:alockley@uada.edu
http://www.facebook.com/%20ArkansasCountyEHC
http://www.facebook.com/%20ArkansasCountyEHC
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Arkansas County History 

 
        Arkansas County Extension Homemakers 

    June, 2021 
 

Arkansas County is the oldest county in Arkansas, and it has a rich history 
behind it. Arkansas County, located in southeast Arkansas, has two county 
seats - DeWitt and Stuttgart. It is one of the state’s original counties and 

lies in the Delta. Arkansas County is an agricultural county; rice and 
soybeans are the main crops. 

European Exploration and Settlement 
Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto traveled the Mississippi River from 1541 to 1543. 
At one point, he and his party reached Anilco, a village on the Arkansas River that may 
have included the Menard-Hodges Site in the southeast corner of Arkansas County. On 
the same river were the villages of Cayas and Utiangue. 

In 1682, the La Salle expedition reached Kappa, the largest village of the Quapaw 
Indians; it stood on the west bank of the Mississippi River. The Marquette-Joliet 
expedition had reached this area nine years earlier but had turned back for fear of the 
Spanish. In 1686, Henri de Tonti established Arkansas Post at the Quapaw village of 
Osotouy. It was the first semi-permanent French settlement in the lower Mississippi 
River Valley and the first step in a long struggle between France, Spain, and England 
over the interior of North America. 

Over the years, the post relocated because of flooding from the Arkansas River, but its 
position was strategic for the French, Spanish, Union, and Confederate military. 
Spanish soldiers and British partisans clashed at the post in 1783 in Colbert’s Raid, the 
only Revolutionary War action that occurred in Arkansas. 

Louisiana Purchase through Early Statehood 
Created by the Missouri Territory legislature in 1813, Arkansas County comprised about 
two-thirds of what is now Arkansas and part of eastern Oklahoma. More than half the 
state’s counties were formed from this original county. In 1819, when Arkansas Territory 
was created, Arkansas Post became its capital. 

On November 20, 1819, at Arkansas Post, native New Yorker William Woodruff printed 
the first issue of the Arkansas Gazette. On April 1, 1820, the legislature appointed 
Woodruff public printer. He printed the newspaper at Arkansas Post until November 24, 
1821. When the capital was moved to Little Rock (Pulaski County) in 1821, Woodruff 
moved his office there. 

As white settlers steadily moved in, Indians slowly moved out. In 1824, the dwindling 
remnant of Quapaw Indians at last yielded their lands for $4,000 and an annuity of 
$1,000 a year for the next eleven years. Thus, a good deal of what is now 
fine cotton land changed hands at a figure estimated at one dollar per 1,000 acres. 

In July 1855, the county clerk was ordered to move the records to DeWitt, the new 
county seat. The removal of the county seat from Arkansas Post to DeWitt, which was 
more centrally located, necessitated a new layout of land and new roads throughout the 
county. 

Civil War through Reconstruction 
St. Charles was the location of a June 17, 1862, Civil War naval and land  battle that 

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=819
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=820
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=444
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?search=1&entryID=385
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=380
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=1770
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2648
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2225
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=1190
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?search=1&entryID=2208
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?search=1&entryID=2208
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2537
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?search=1&entryID=3
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=1163
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2533
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2344
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=970
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?search=1&entryID=408
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2092
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=4842
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=532
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disabled the Union USS Mound City; the shot that damaged the ship is considered one 
of the deadliest shots fired in the war. 

The most important event in the county during the Civil War was the January 9, 1863, 
capture of Fort Hindman at Arkansas Post by Union forces under General John 
McClernand. The number of Union troops in this engagement is unknown. The land 
force alone, under General William T. Sherman, is said to have been 22,000 men. 
General Thomas J. Churchill commanded the fort with a small but efficient force of 
Confederates. The surrender of about 5,000 Confederates at the end of the battle was 
one of the largest mass surrenders in the state. 

After the war, towns and villages sprang up across the prairie. Crockett’s Bluff, 
Casscoe, and St. Charles are on the White River. On the Arkansas River Railroad are 
Stuttgart, Gillett, and Almyra. On the Cotton Belt is the community of Humphrey. The 
county also had many smaller post offices. 

Crockett’s Bluff, named after Captain Robert H. Crockett, grandson of Davy Crockett, 
was a flourishing river port town, and one of the state’s first infantry companies was 
raised there during the war. 

Gilded Age through Early Twentieth Century 
In 1877, Reverend Adam Buerkle, a Lutheran minister from Woodville, Ohio, and 
Stuttgart, Germany, started a colony of Germans to fulfill his dream of establishing a 
synod. He realized he had found the spot when he was told that the pre-Civil War Gum 
Pond Plantation was for sale. He bought the 7,749-acre farm for about three dollars per 
acre. In 1889, Stuttgart was incorporated and named after Buerkle’s German birthplace. 

In 1882, W. D. Anthony settled a small cotton farm just off the center of the Grand 
Prairie. Anthony and an African-American trapper known as Humphrey helped survey 
the railroad; because the trapper was so helpful and kind, Anthony named the town in 
his honor. 

Early Twentieth Century through Modern Era 
Gillett, a small farming community, was incorporated in 1906. Its residents were largely 
of German origin, including some who came directly from Prussia, some who came by 
way of Illinois, and some whose ancestors had lived in Russia. 

Started in 1921, Riceland Foods is a 
cooperative that markets and mills rice, 
soybeans, and wheat grown by its more 
than 9,000 member-owners in Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and 
Texas. As one of the world’s leading 
millers of rice, the Stuttgart-based 
company is a Fortune 500 business that 
sells long grain, brown, wild, and flavored 
rice (under the Riceland name, as well as 
private labels), and oil and shortening 
products to grocery, food services, and 
food manufacturing companies throughout 
the United States and more than seventy-
five countries. 

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=7728
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=8640
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=92
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2310
http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=6345
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=6136
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2421
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=4124
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2731
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2996
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2996
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=407
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=1185
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=6117
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=3114
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?search=1&entryID=2581
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In 1942, the army built an airport in Stuttgart for use as a training facility for glider pilots. 
The airport provided employment for county residents and increased the population of 
Stuttgart as people from outside the county sought jobs. 

Located in southeast Arkansas, Arkansas County’s population is 17,486. Its 
incorporated towns are Stuttgart, DeWitt, Gillett, Almyra, Humphrey and St. Charles and 
there are post offices at Tichnor, Ethel, and Casscoe. 

The county’s economy depends largely upon agriculture and agri-
related industries.  Its soils are highly productive and well adapted 
to intensive farming, and the county is one of the most highly 
mechanized farming areas in the nation.  Its farms have paved the 
way with many firsts in scientific methods in modern farming 
enterprises.  Rice and soybeans are chief crops, and this county 
has consistently been the state’s largest rice and soybean grower.  
Wheat, grain sorghum, oats and other small grains and cattle 
produce most of the agricultural income. The county is also the 
largest certified seed producing county in the state.  Timber is 
another source of income. 

The county has three major farm experimental stations.  The University of Arkansas, 
Division of Agriculture, Rice Research & Extension Center and the U.S. Interior 
Department Fishery and Wildlife Fish Farming Station are adjacent to each other on 
Highway 130 between Stuttgart and Almyra. Also, located nearby is the Dale Bumpers 
National Rice Research Center. 

Situated in the rich Mississippi plains delta within the fork of major rivers and streams, 
including the White River, bordering the east and the Arkansas on the south, the 3.1 
billion dollar Arkansas Navigation project opened unlimited resources and has tapped 
much industrial, conservation and recreational development. 

Arkansas County is a sportsman’s paradise.  It offers opportunity for every form of 
outdoor recreation enjoyed in moderate climates.  The 113,000-acre National Wildlife 
Refuge on the east side of the county includes many natural lakes for fishing and has 
open seasons for hunting.  In summer it is a mecca for visitors.  Bayou Meto Wildlife 
area is state owned and covers 35.000 acres in the southwest part of the county.  It has 
excellent hunting grounds. The Arkansas River Navigation added numerous new areas, 
one of the most popular is Merrisach Lake. 

Tourist attractions include the Arkansas Post National Memorial Park, located where the 
French-era Post settlement once was, with a visitor’s center that includes a museum 
and film presentations of early Arkansas history.  Other museums are the Arkansas 
Post Museum, St. Charles Museum and Battle Monument, Dale Bumpers National 
Wildlife Refuge Visitors Center which includes interpretive displays to educate visitors 
about the history of the area, and The Museum of the Arkansas Grand Prairie. 

History of Arkansas County’s Demonstration Agents 
In 1912, the Arkansas Extension Homemakers Council was established out of home 
demonstration work and agents were hired to teach girls in canning clubs.  In 1914, 
Arkansas County had its first County Agent and County Demonstrator.  They were Mr. 
and Mrs. A.P. Reynolds.  Mr. Reynolds was agent for the boys who were in calf, pig, 
corn or tomato clubs.  The clubs were similar to the 4-H of today, with the members 
grooming their animals and competing for prizes at the County Fair, which at that time 
was held at the fairgrounds in Stuttgart.  In corn club each individual had to plant 1 acre, 
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and in tomato club ¼ acre was required.  Corn and tomatoes from these plots were 
exhibited for prizes, usually a peck of each.  The girls under Mrs. Lucy Reynold’s 
supervision had poultry and canning clubs.  

In 1916, the first demonstration clubs in Arkansas County were organized.  Mrs. 
Reynolds was the demonstrator.  Meetings were held at the rural schoolhouses 
following the last recess at 3:30 or sometimes a bit earlier.  There being few women in 
the community, they decided to accept girls of the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades.  There were 8 
clubs in the northern district of Arkansas County.  Each club had a special project.  
Some chose school improvement, yard improvement, home grounds, home 
beautification or personal grooming. 

Today, the Arkansas County Extension Homemakers Council (EHC) is a 
group of volunteers who are on the move helping to improve the 

community through their commitment of volunteer service.  Since 1916, 
they have evolved from the well-remembered canning clubs to an 
organization focusing on a multitude of activities and projects that 
come under three main themes:  Community Service, Leadership 

Development, and Education.    

EHC is a volunteer organization associated with the University of Arkansas System 
Division of Agriculture through the Cooperative Extension Service.   

 

Arkansas County Elected Officials 

County Judge 
Thomas Best 
DeWitt Phone: (870) 659-2099 
Stuttgart Phone: (870) 659-2098 
Mailing Address: 101 Court Square, DeWitt, 72042 
 
County Clerk 
Melissa Wood 
DeWitt Phone: (870) 659-2099 
Stuttgart Phone: (870) 659-2098 
Mailing Address: 101 Court Square, DeWitt, 72042 
 
County Circuit Clerk 
Sarah Merchant 
DeWitt Phone: (870) 659-2099 
Stuttgart Phone: (870) 659-2098 
Mailing Address: 101 Court Square, DeWitt, 72042 
 
County Sheriff 
Dean Mannis 
DeWitt Phone: (870) 659-2099 
Stuttgart Phone: (870) 659-2098 
DeWitt Mailing Address: 1000 Ricebelt Ave., DeWitt, 72042 
Stuttgart Mailing Address: 312 S. College, Stuttgart, 72160 
 

County Treasurer 
Charles Horton 
DeWitt Phone: (870) 659-2099 
Stuttgart Phone: (870) 659-2098 
Address: 104 S. Jackson St., DeWitt, 72042 
 
County Collector 
Dean Mannis 
DeWitt Phone: (870) 659-2099 
Stuttgart Phone: (870) 659-2098 
DeWitt Address: 101 Court Square, DeWitt, 72042 
Stuttgart Address: 312 S. College, Stuttgart, 72160 
 
County Assessor 
Marcia I. Theis 
DeWitt Phone: (870) 659-2099 
Stuttgart Phone: (870) 659-2098 
DeWitt Fax: (870) 659-2095 
Address: 101 Court Square, DeWitt, 72042 
 
County Coroner 
Cooper Essex 
DeWitt Phone: (870) 659-2099 
Address: 1405 S. Grandview, DeWitt, 72042 
  

 
Justices of the Peace 

Eddie Roberson, Clay Carter, Robert Henderson, Derek Menard, Brandee Weaver, Curtis Ahrens, 
Larry Gunnell, Charles Wright, Inez McLemore 

 
Information from:  https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/arkansas-county-745/ 

https://www.arcounties.org/counties/arkansas/  
    Kennedy, G. (1976). Arkansas Americana: Fact or Fiction. DeWitt Publishing Co., Inc. 

https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/arkansas-county-745/
https://www.arcounties.org/counties/arkansas/
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https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/uploads/education/SOSActivityBook.pdf 

 


