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   Sheath Blight Management 

• Plant less susceptible cultivars.
• Avoid thick stands.
• Avoid excessive N fertilization.
• Scout fields from PI to 50% heading.
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Blast  Management 

•	 Plant resistant cultivars.
•	 Use clean, fungicide-treated seed.
•	 Plant early to avoid late-season blast

pressure.
•	 Avoid excessive N fertilization.
•	 Maintain a consistent, deep flood (> 4 in).
•	 Scout fields.
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Stem  Rot 
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   Stem Rot Management 

• Soil sample. 
• Apply K fertilizer recommended by soil test. 
• Avoid excessive N fertilization. 
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Crown  (Black)  Sheath  Rot 
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Crown  Sheath  Rot  Management 

• Soil sample. 
• Apply K fertilizer recommended by soil test. 
• Avoid excessive N fertilization. 
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Kernel  Smut 
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Kernel  Smut  Management 

• Plant less susceptible cultivars. 
• Avoid excessive N fertilization. 
• Apply a fungicide containing propiconazole. 
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False  Smut 
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False  Smut  Management 

• Plant less susceptible cultivars. 
• Plant early. 
• Avoid excessive N fertilization. 
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Bacterial  Panicle  Blight 
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Bacterial  Panicle  Blight  Management 

• Plant MR/R cultivars. 
• Plant early. 
• Avoid water stress. 
• Avoid excessive N fertilization. 
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Brown  Spot 

120




Severe brown spot disease of potassiumdeficient rice plants
on leaves and panicles. 

Brown  Spot  Management 

• Plant R cultivars. 
• Use clean, fungicide-treated seed. 
• Soil sample. 
• Avoid excessive N fertilization. 
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Straighthead 

Straighthead of rice. Note the distortions (parrotbeaking) of
the grains. 
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Straighthead (left) versus normal (center) versus Glyphosate
(right) affected panicles. 

Straighthead  Management 

•	 Plant less susceptible cultivars. 
•	 “Drain and dry” soil to aerate roots (consult

DD50 for timing). 
•	 Fields with silt or sandy loam high in organic

matter favor straighthead. 
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Autumn  Decline  (Akiochi) 

Autumn decline symptoms without crown rot (top) and with
crown rot (bottom).
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Autumn decline, possibly caused by hydrogen sulfide toxicity. 

Autumn  Decline  Management 

•	 Begin  scouting  10  days  after  permanent  flood. 
•	 Use “drain and dry” strategy if symptoms

present. 
•	 Check water source for presence of sulfur –

change to different water source. 
•	 Consider short-season cultivars. 
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Narrow  Brown  Leaf  Spot 

Narrow brown leaf spot lesions. 

Narrow brown leaf spot lesion
on sheath late in the season. 

126 



Narrow  Brown  Leaf  Spot  Management 

• Avoid highly susceptible cultivars. 
• Soil test. 
• Plant early. 
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Other  Minor  Diseases 

Bordered sheath spot. 

Aggregate sheath rot. 
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Leaf smut. 

Sheath rot. 
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Head scab. 

Scald. 
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