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They should:
– Keep the bale covered and out of reach
to horses.
– Limit each feeding by:
(1) Limiting access to the bale to 2 hours
each day.
(2) Using a pitchfork to pull each daily
feeding off the bale.
The crude fiber lost in not feeding hay can be
found in other sources. Some common supplemental
feedstuffs that can replace a portion of the roughage
in the diet are:
(crude fiber = 11%-15%, usually approximately
1 cup per feeding is sufficient – starting with a
small handful on the first feeding)
•

Rice bran (high in fat and phosphorus, may need
to supplement calcium if not balanced by manufacturer).

•

Wheat bran (high in phosphorus, may need to
supplement calcium if not balanced by manufacturer).

•

Oats (considered safe to feed, contain more fiber
than other grains). Can be mixed with other concentrates in a higher volume than others listed
above. Crimped oats are more easily digested.

Some common alternative roughages that can be
a replacement or a partial replacement for hay are:
(high fiber feeds, >15% crude fiber)
Other hay sources:
– Alfalfa
	– Oat hay
– Straw (Oat straw is more palatable than
wheat or barley straw. However, straw in
general should serve as a last resort as an
alternative feed.)

•	Alfalfa pellets
•

During a drought it is tempting to increase what
is most available, and many times that is concentrates (grains, oats, pellets, etc.). These types of
increases should be limited or avoided completely.
However, if they are increased, keep in mind:
•

Feed smaller meals more frequently (for example,
once in the morning, noon and late evening).

•

Concentrates should consist of between 0.5%1% of body weight (a 1,000-pound horse would
receive between 5 and 10 pounds of concentrate
per day). This amount should be divided into
three equal feedings per day.

•

When increasing concentrates, it becomes more
and more important to check feed for insects.

•

Feed concentrates by weight not volume. Weigh
the feed and determine the amount to be fed by
the weight of the horse.

•

Concentrates should not exceed 50% of the
horse’s total diet.
Other items to consider during a drought:

•

Hay is available to the south and east of Arkansas. Join with other horse owners as a group
to split the costs of having the hay transported
by someone else, or purchase hay as a group to
reduce costs.

•

Also, if your horse is chewing on trees,
fence posts or eating weeds, this may be an indication you are not meeting your horse’s nutritional needs.

•

•

Beet pulp (may also require soaking to make
more palatable)

Alfalfa hay cubes (may require soaking to make
more palatable)
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