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Arkansas Procurement Technical Assistance Center satellite office now open in Newport
By Ryan McGeeney
U of A System Division of Agriculture 
Fast Facts:
· Arkansas PTAC satellite office Will serve Jackson, surrounding counties
· Newport office is third PTAC site in Arkansas
· PTAC helps small businesses learn how to bid, win government contracts
(525 words)
(Newsrooms: With art at https://flic.kr/s/aHsmVTGMcw) 
NEWPORT, Ark. — The Arkansas Procurement Technical Assistance Center’s third office is open to help small and local businesses expand and help create a stronger economic base in northeastern Arkansas. 

The satellite office will be headed by Debra Garcia, who serves as both a PTAC procurement counselor and program associate for the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture. Garcia, along with other employees of the Cooperative Extension Service and members of the Newport and Jackson County business communities, held a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the new office location on June 2. About 30 people attended the event. 

The satellite office is located inside the Newport Economic Development Commission building at 201 Hazel St in Newport.
Jackson County saw employment decline 6 percent from 2007-2018, according to the most recent Rural Profile of Arkansas. 

Henry Kimbrough, CEO of Taylor and Kimbrough Funeral Home in Newport, said Garcia had worked with him directly to help navigate the government contracting process in 2017.

“She came all the way out to Helena, Arkansas, and walked me through a 100-page document,” Kimbrough said. “My eyes were crossed. She said, ‘we’re not going to let you fail.

“If you’re trying to shoot your business to the moon, this is a great opportunity,” he said. “There aren’t always a lot of opportunities to take your business to the next level, locally. So having access to the federal contracting process can help you become a superstar.”

Stronger through government contracts
Arkansas PTAC’s mission is to help small and local business owners learn how to secure government contracts for goods and services at the local, state and federal levels. PTAC is federally funded through the U.S. Department of Defense’s Defense Logistics Agency and is locally funded and administrated through the Division of Agriculture Cooperative Extension Service’s Community, Professional and Economic Development Department. It’s part of the Division of Agriculture’s land grant outreach mission. 

While Arkansas PTAC is headquartered in Little Rock, the program supports businesses in all 75 Arkansas counties. By establishing a satellite office in Newport, Garcia said the program would be more convenient to business owners operating in that area, eliminating the necessity to and from Little Rock.

“The northeast corner of the state, and especially Jackson County, are distressed areas,” Garcia said. Distressed areas are defined based on income and unemployment rates. 

Keeping investment dollars local
Ed Mabry, outreach coordinator for Arkansas PTAC, said involving local businesses in the bidding process for contracts throughout Arkansas is key to rural economic development. 

“We really want to get the money from contracts and jobs in the counties to drive employment,” Mabry said. As an example, Mabry described a visitor’s center built in nearby Fulton County, commissioned for $2.4 million. 

“Only $23,000 of that stayed in Fulton County,” Mabry said. The rest, he said, went to a contractor in Louisiana. Part of PTAC’s goal is to help local businesses win similar contracts, keeping more of the money in the communities they serve.

In addition to the Newport site and the Little Rock headquarters, Arkansas PTAC also has a satellite office in NorthWest Arkansas Community College in Bentonville.

To learn more about Arkansas PTAC, visit www.uaex.uada.edu/PTAC. 
To learn more about other extension programs in Arkansas, contact your local Cooperative Extension Service agent or visit uaex.uada.edu. Follow us on Twitter at @AR_Extension. 

About the Division of Agriculture
The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture’s mission is to strengthen agriculture, communities, and families by connecting trusted research to the adoption of best practices. Through the Agricultural Experiment Station and the Cooperative Extension Service, the Division of Agriculture conducts research and extension work within the nation’s historic land grant education system.
The Division of Agriculture is one of 20 entities within the University of Arkansas System. It has offices in all 75 counties in Arkansas and faculty on five system campuses.
The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.
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