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Fall Armyworm - Spodoptera frugiperda

Fall Armyworm Larvae

Key Characteristics of Larvae

Host Plant preference – FAWs feed on variety of forages but often prefer lush well-

fertilized bermudagrass and threaten newly emerged small grains and ryegrass.

Severe fall armyworm (FAW) outbreaks result in significant forage and hay production 

losses. Fall-time infestations may also prevent establishment of newly emerged winter 

annuals Damage often appears quickly because infestations are easily overlooked 

when caterpillars are small and eating very little. Beginning as early as June damaging 

fall armyworm populations may occur in Arkansas. 

Scouting - Pastures and hayfields should be diligently scouted for FAWs. Examine at 

least 10 one sq. ft. samples at random across the field. Female FAW moths prefer to 

lay eggs in areas of abundant growth, be sure to include a few of these areas in your 

10 samples. 

Control – Chemical control is usually needed when 2 or 3 worms per 

square foot are present. Read label instructions and follow all 

harvesting and grazing restrictions. In situations where mixed-sized 

worms are present, strongly consider using products with longer 

residual activity. Insecticide options for FAW control are listed in the 

table. “Managing Armyworms in Pastures and Hayfields” is available 

at http://www.uaex.edu/publications/PDF/FSA-7083.pdf and the Insecticide 

Recommendations for Arkansas at http://www.uaex.edu/publications/mp-

144.aspx .
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