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Weed Control Strategy

• Pre Plant
• Physical Barrier
• Physical Removal
• Bio-Control
• Chemical Control



Pre Plant 

• Early Cultivation to eliminate 
some weed species and to 
incorporate amendments and 
lower pH

• Consider sprays of glyphosate  
and triclopyr (Garlon 3A) to 
eliminate woody and perennial 
weeds.

• Start several months before 
planting – try to repeat 



Physical Barrier

• Plastic Mulch
• Landscape Fabric
• Sawdust
• Woodchips
• Pine Bark



Sta-N-Step Blueberry Farm,
Fayetteville, Arkansas









Physical Removal

• Hand weeding is expensive and 
not always effective

• Mechanical cultivation is 
problematic due to raised beds 
and damage to the shallow roots 
of the blueberry plant

• Probably still necessary at least 
early to keep escaped weeds 
from going to seed

photo courtesy of Dr. Strik, OSU



Chemical Control

• Last alternative, usually 
combined with other 
control measures

• Products are safe when 
used properly.  

• They are easy to use, and 
save hours of labor



Pre-Emergent              Post-Emergent

• Apply to bare soil or 
mulch  before 
germination of seeds

• Need water to move 
(activate) herbicide into 
seed germination zone

• 2-4 month effectiveness

• Apply any time after seed 
has germinated

• Need a certain period of 
dryness after application

• Selective (Select Max)
• Non-Selective (Roundup)



smallfruits.org









Herbicide Damage  

Roundup damage, sub lethal dose Clethodim applied at bud break

Sinbar damage on low 
organic matter soils



Certified Organic Options

Post Emergent, Burndown 
• Acetic Acid/Vinegar
• Clove and Cinnamon Oils
• Fatty Acid
• Strong Soap

Pre Emergent
• Corn Gluten



Chemical Mowing

• If you have Bermudagrass and 
Bahiagrass row middles, many maintain 
with glyphosate to limit growth.

• Treat middles in Spring when actively 
growing (treat with 2 lb ai/A glyphosate 
(shielded sprayer).

• That year, retreat one or 2 more times 
(1 lb ai/A glyphosate when normal 
growth starts again

• Could use Select Max 



Thank You!
Ryan Neal

County Extension Agent  
rneal@uaex.edu


	Blueberry Weed Control�
	Weed Control Strategy
	Pre Plant 
	Physical Barrier
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Physical Removal
	Chemical Control
	 Pre-Emergent              Post-Emergent
	smallfruits.org
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Herbicide Damage  
	Certified Organic Options
	Chemical Mowing
	Thank You!�

