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• Arrange plants by wetness zones. 
• Lay out before planting. 



• Leave room for plants to mature. 
• Once planted, mulch. 



Within 1 year… 



Sun or Shade? 

• Just like with any 
landscape, match plants 
for your location. 



Mexican Petunia 
Mexican Hat 

Native or Non - Native 



TREES AND SHRUBS 
 
* INDICATES PLANT WILL TOLERATE FLOODING LONGER 



 
Aronia melanocarpa –  

*Black chokeberry  Sun to part shade 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is in the same rosaceae family as the serviceberry tree and its fruit is similar, too. The lustrous fruits are black, slightly larger than black currant, contain vitamin C and other important microelements. It has medium to dark green glossy leaves. It is self-fertile and needs no pruning to encourage fruiting. Although technically edible, the fruits are extremely tart and bitter, and are not recommended for eating off the bush (hence the common name of chokeberry), but may be used for making tasty jams and jellies.Chokeberry is soil tolerant and fully hardy.  



Callicarpa americana  
Beautyberry – French Mulberry 

Sun to part shade 



 
 Ceanothus americanus  

New Jersey Tea 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New Jersey tea is a compact, dense, rounded shrub which typically grows 2-3' tall (less frequently to 4'). Cylindrical clusters (1-2" long) of tiny, fragrant, white flowers (1/8") appear on long stalks at the stem ends or upper leaf axils in late spring. Toothed, broad-ovate, medium to dark green leaves (to 4" long) are gray and hairy below. Young twigs are noticeably yellow and stand out in winter. Dried leaves were used as a tea substitute, albeit without caffeine, in American Revolutionary War times, hence the common name.Adult – Excellent nectar plant. Numerous species including American lady, red admiral, spring azure, many hairstreaks, many skippers. 	



Cephalanthus occidentalis   
 *Buttonbush 

Sun to part shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Buttonbush is a somewhat coarse, deciduous shrub with an open-rounded habit that typically grows 6-12’ (infrequently to 20’) tall. It is common throughout Arkansas, most frequently occurring in wet open areas, low woods, thickets, swamps, upland sink-hole ponds, river bottomland and stream/pond margins (Steyermark). Tiny, tubular, 5-lobed, fragrant white flowers appear in dense, spherical, long-stalked flower heads (to 1.5” diameter) in early to mid-summer. Long, projecting styles give the flower heads a distinctively pincushion-like appearance. Flower heads are very attractive to bees and butterflies. Flower heads mature into hard spherical ball-like fruits consisting of multiple tiny two-seeded nutlets. Fruiting heads usually persist throughout the winter. Ovate to elliptic glossy bright green leaves (to 6” long) are in pairs or whorls. Leaves emerge late in spring (May). Genus name comes from the Greek words cephalo (head) and anthos (flower).



Clethra alnifolia 
Summersweet or 

Sweet Pepperbush 

Sun to shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Deciduous shrub.  4-10 ft. tall.  Spreads slowly by suckers.  Grows best in light shade.  Will tolerate full sun or full shade.  Sweet scented light pink or white flowers in mid-to late summer.  Best in partial shade in areas of very hot summers (Arkansas).  Remove old wood from base annually before spring growth begins. 



Cornus serecia 
Red twigged dogwood 

Sun to partial shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shrub native to moist places.  7-9 ft. tall; 12 ft or wider. Brillant red fall foliage and bright red winter twigs.  Blooms throughout the summer with small creamy white flowers.  Fruit is white or bluish.  Good for holding banks.  Can spread.  Trim limbs that touch the ground to control spread.  



Deciduous holly 
Ilex decidua & I. verticillata 



Itea virginica 
*Virginia Sweetspire 

Sun 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sun.  3 to 10 ft. tall.  Can spread by suckers.  Fragrant, creamy white summer flowers.  Deciduous.  Purple changing to red fall foliage. 



Magnolia virginiana 
*Sweetbay 
Magnolia 

Sun to partial shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sun to partial shade. Semi-evergreen to deciduous.  Fragrant summer flowers.  Creamy white.  10 to 20 ft. tall.  20 ft. spread.  Begins blooming at 8 to 10 years of age.  



 
Myrica cerifera  

Wax Myrtle 
 

Sun 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sun.  Tolerates dry or wet soil.  Grows best with moderate water. Evergreen shrub or small tree. 



Physocarpus 
opulifolius 
Ninebark 
varieties: 

‘Summerwine’ 
‘Coppertina’ 

 
 Sun or shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sun or partial shade. Adaptable to difficult situations. Withstands acidic and alkaline soils. Best if pruned immediately after blooming. Sets buds the summer prior to blooming. Medium moisture, can tolerate dry conditions once established. Deciduous shrub. Fertilize in early spring by applying a slow release fertilizer specialized for trees and shrubs. Follow the label for recommended rate of application."



Rhamnus caroliniana 
Carolina buckthorn; Indian Cherry 

Sun or partial shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sun or partial shade.  Moderate water.  Native of Florida and Texas.  15 to 20 ft. tall and wide.  May reach 30 ft.  Moderately fast growth.  Leaves turn yellow, orange or red in fall.  Small, inconspicuous flowers.  Clusters of berries ripen from red to lack in fall.  Good understory tree.   



 
Rhus aromatica  
Aromatic sumac 

 
Sun 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Deciduous shrub.  Full sun. Native to eastern North America.  3 to 5 ft. tall.  5 ft or more wide.  Fast growing.  Foliage turns red in fall.  Small yellow flowers in spring.  Ground cover for poor or dry soils.  Great fall color and berry production to attract wildlife. Downside is they sucker freely.  



Spiraea alba and tomentosa 
Spiraea alba 

Meadowsweet 
Spiraea tomentosa 

Steeplebush 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Both for sun.  Blooms summer. Fairly drought tolerant.  Good for attracting butterflies.  Tomentosa may be easier to find.  Alba is commonly found north of Arkansas – Missiouri and Illnois as well as some varieties in Tennessee.  



 
Viburnum prunifolium  

Blackhaw viburnum or Rusty blackhaw 
 
 
 

Sun 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Black haw is usually grown as a large, upright, multi-stemmed, deciduous shrub with an irregular crown, but it also may be grown as a small, single trunk tree. As a shrub, it typically grows 12-15' tall with a spread of 6-12', but as a tree may reach a height of 30'. A Missouri native plant which commonly occurs in moist woods, thickets and on streambanks throughout the State. Non-fragrant white flowers in flat-topped cymes (to 4.5" diameter) appear in spring. Flowers give way in autumn to blue-black, berry-like drupes which often persist into winter and are quite attractive to birds and wildlife. Ovate, finely toothed, glossy dark green leaves (to 4" long) turn attractive shades of red and purple in fall. Fruits are edible and may be eaten off the bush when ripe or used in jams and preserves. Common name refers to the purported similarity of this plant to hawthorns (sometimes commonly called red haws), though hawthorns are in a different family. Tolerates drought.  Best in full sun.  



 
 
 
 
 

 
PERENNIALS 



Acorus  

Acorus americanus 
* Acorus gramineus 
'Argenteostriatus'  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Perennial.  Looks like ornamental grasses but actually related to calla genus.  Used at pond edges, damp borders.  Clumping growth habit. Can withstand shallow water.  Gramineus prefers moist, fertile soil (boggy or well drained). Good for massing.  



Common Milkweed 

 

Pipevine 
Swallowtail * Swamp 

milkweed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Swamp milkweed - Herbaceous Perennial.  Native to eastern U.S.  Two to 4 ft. tall, 2 ft. wide.  Blooms in summer.  Can withstand moderate amount of wet conditions.  Great for butterflies.  



Amsonia  – Bluestar 
Sun to partial shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Perennial.  Full sun to light shade.  Moderate to regular water.  Tolerate some drought conditions. Native to the south.  Relative of milkweed.  Clusters of blue, star-shaped flowers in late spring.  Great fall color – yellow.  Few pests and deer do not eat them.



Aster drummondii 
Drommond’s Aster 

Nectar for 
migrators 

Sun 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sun perennial.  2 to 4 ft tall.  Native to Kansas, Texas, and Louisiana.  Flowers August through October.  Drought tolerant.    



False Indigo (Baptisia ‘Screaming Yellow’) 

Sun 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sun perennial.  Native to eastern and midwestern U.S.  They look a lot like lupines but have deep taproots to withstand difficult conditions.  They can be a little difficult to transplant and usually look better the second year after transplanting.  Flower colors vary from yellow, purple to white in the alba species.  Bloom time from late spring to early summer.  Bloom spikes can reach one foot.  They perform best with moderate water.



*Chelone - Turtlehead 
Sun to partial shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Full sun or partial sun perennial that can tolerate wet conditions.  Clump forming plant related to penstemon.  Native to the eastern U.S.  Frequently used in bog gardens.  Blooms in late summer and fall.  Bloom resembles a turtle’s head, hence the name.  Good for cut flowers.  



Echinacea purpurea  
Purple coneflower 

Sun 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sun loving perennial.  Moderate to regular water needs.  Blooms all summer, usually until frost.  Blooms last a very long time. Good for cutflowers.  Seedheads from blooms are liked by finches.  4 to 5 ft. tall and 2 ft. wide.  



 *Eupatorium dubium  
Joe Pye Weed – ‘Little Joe’ 

  
 

Sun to 
light 
shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sun to light shade perennial.  Can withstand wet conditions for short periods of time.  Native to meadows of eastern  can central U.S.  



Hardy hibiscus 
Hibiscus moscheutos 

Sun 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sun loving perennial.  Also called Common Rose-Mallow. Native to southern U.S.  Largest flowers of all hibiscus plants.  Some blooms one foot in diameter.  Plants can reach 6 to 8 ft. tall and 3 ft. wide.  Blooms begin in June and continue until fall.  Can tolerate periods of wet, soggy soil.  



Liatris 

Sun 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Full sun perennial.  Moderate to regular water needs. Native to eastern and central U.S  Tuberous rootstock.  Great cut flower.  Attracts butterflies.  Blooms in summer or late fall.  Deer do not seem to bother the plants.  Drought tolerant, heat tolerant, and forgiving of poor soils.  



*Cardinal Flower  
 Lobelia cardinalis  

Prefers partial shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Partial shade perennial that can tolerate water logged soil, as it is a bog plant by nature.  Prefers rich soil.  Grows 2 to 4 ft high and one foot wide.  Typically a red flowering plant, ‘Summit Snow’ is a white flowering form.  Flowers in summer.  



Monarda didyma  
Bee Balm 

Sun to 
partial 
shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Perennial that prefers afternoon shade.  Old southern favorite.  Prefers moist  soil.  



Phlox divaricata 
Wood phlox 

Light 
shade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Perennial that grows best in light shade.  Grows 1 to 2 feet high and spreads with underground shoots.  Blooms in spring in a variety of colors – blue, purple, white and deep violet.  Performs best in fertile soil.  



Goldenrod 
Solidago sp. 

Sun 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sun or light shade perennial that is native to North America.  Some species can be invasive so be careful in choosing your cultivars. Little Lemon and Fireworks spread less.  Yellow cluster flowers begin in late summer through fall that are mistaken to cause allergies.  Tough plants that do not require rich soil.  Moderate water.  



Grasses 
Big 
Bluestem 

Purple Muhly Grass 

Pampas grass 

Switchgrass 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most grasses need sun and tolerate poor soils.  



QUESTIONS? 
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