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Sept. 25, 2018

Pick up an Arkansas Ballot Issue Voter Guide at your County Extension Office! 

 

  

September Update: Status of Arkansas Ballot Issues

Four of the five Arkansas ballot issues remain in court, with less than 30 days to go until early voting
starts. 

Special judges (called "special masters") issued their reports Tuesday on challenges to signatures
turned in by supporters of the Arkansas Term Limits Amendment and the Act to Increase the Arkansas
Minimum Wage. 

With so many hearings taking place, here's where each Arkansas ballot issue stands at the moment:

Issue 1
A lot of legal briefs are being written for and against keeping Issue 1 on the Nov. 6 ballot. The
Arkansas Secretary of State's Office appealed a Pulaski County Circuit Court Judge's ruling that this
tort reform amendment violated a rule that proposals in a constitutional amendment be related. The
appeal is before the Arkansas Supreme Court. Briefs were submitted earlier this week, and more
are due on Oct. 1 and Oct. 3. 

Issue 2
No legal challenges have been filed in court over this proposal to require voters present photographic
identification when voting. The Arkansas Supreme Court did hear arguments earlier this month in a
lawsuit challenging an existing state law that requires voters to provide identification to prove their
voter registration. Issue 2 remains on the ballot.

Issue 3
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This week, a special judge found flaws with petition pages containing thousands of signatures for this
term limit proposal. The flaws were related to paperwork required for canvassers who collect the
signatures. When technical issues are revealed, signatures are often disqualified.

With more than 11,000 signatures disqualified, the special judge said the proposal didn't qualify for the
November ballot. (Amendments need valid signatures from 84,859 voters). The Arkansas Supreme
Court will review the judge's report and other legal briefs before deciding the fate of Issue 3.

Issue 4
This casino amendment has two lawsuits seeking to remove it from the ballot. Both lawsuits say the
ballot title is misleading to voters, but the Arkansas Supreme Court has rejected a request to
consolidate the cases. 

In the first lawsuit, briefs are due Sept. 28. They also continue to be filed in the second lawsuit by
Pope County residents seeking to remove Issue 4 from the ballot, with the last filing deadline being
Oct. 1. 

Issue 5
A special judge found that supporters of an act to increase the Arkansas minimum wage submitted
more than enough valid voter signatures for the issue to appear on the ballot. The judge's report
reviewing the signature challenge will now go to the Arkansas Supreme Court to review. Proposed
state laws like Issue 5 need at least 67,887 valid voter signatures to earn a spot on the ballot.

Do you know how you want to vote?

We love feedback. Take this anonymous survey to let us know how we
did with the 2018 Arkansas Ballot Issue Voter Guide. Did we provide
you with enough information to make a decision on the ballot issues?
What did you like? What could we do better? 

Take the survey: 
https://uaex.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eDn0BtXQPUUavhH

  
Know of a potential ballot issue? 

E-mail the information to publicpolicycenter@uaex.edu or call Kristin Higgins at 501-671-2160. 

You can find past newsletters and ballot issue fact sheets at 
http://www.uaex.edu/ballot

  

     
#ARballot

The Public Policy Center was established in 2004 to provide Arkansans with timely, credible, unaligned and research-based information and
education about public issues. Public issues are defined as pressing and emerging issues that involve multiple points of view and have
widespread consequences. Our goals are to:

Increase citizen knowledge, awareness and understanding of public issues;
Enhance public participation in decisions regarding public issues, and
Help citizens craft, evaluate and implement alternative solutions to public issues.
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