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Paperwork Flaws Push Term Limits off Ballot
Early Voting Starts Monday

Supporters of stricter term limits in Arkansas spent the past few years collecting thousands of
signatures, and in the end, it was flaws with those petitions that knocked Issue 3 off the ballot.

The Arkansas Supreme Court on Friday ruled that votes for or against Issue 3 can not be counted.
Early voting starts Monday, and the court had already disqualified Issue 1 and rejected challenges to
Issue 4 and Issue 5. 

With the decision Friday, there are no more lingering challenges to the statewide ballot issues. 

Voting will take place on Issue 2 (voter ID), Issue 4 (casino gaming) and Issue 5 (minimum wage).

Issue 3 would have reduced existing term limits for state senators and representatives from 16 years
to 10 years. The constitutional amendment would have set two four-year terms in the Senate and
three two-year terms in the House.

The group Arkansas Term Limits turned in 135,590 voter signatures on July 6. Staff at the Secretary of
State's Office went through the thousands of petitions and determined that 93,998 were valid. The
group needed 84,859 valid voter signatures to put Issue 3 on the ballot.

A lawsuit was later filed, claiming that thousands of signatures should be thrown out for paperwork
errors. Canvassers didn't have proper background checks or they put the wrong address on their
paperwork. 

A special judge was appointed to review those claims and others, and determined that 14,806
signatures should be disqualified. That put Issue 3 below the required threshold.

Read the majority opinion. There was a dissenting opinion in the case Zook v Martin.
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Election Day is Nov. 6. Read our updated voter guide for more information about the Arkansas ballot
issues.

Do you know how you want to vote?

We love feedback. Take this anonymous survey to let us know how we
did with the 2018 Arkansas Ballot Issue Voter Guide. Did we provide
you with enough information to make a decision on the ballot issues?
What did you like? What could we do better? 

Take the survey: 
https://uaex.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eDn0BtXQPUUavhH

Pick up an Arkansas Ballot Issue Voter Guide at your County Extension Office! 

 

Watch our short video on all the ballot issues.

 
  

  
Know of a potential ballot issue? 

E-mail the information to publicpolicycenter@uaex.edu or call Kristin Higgins at 501-671-2160. 

You can find past newsletters and ballot issue fact sheets at 
http://www.uaex.edu/ballot

  

     
#ARballot

The Public Policy Center was established in 2004 to provide Arkansans with timely, credible, unaligned and research-based information and
education about public issues. Public issues are defined as pressing and emerging issues that involve multiple points of view and have
widespread consequences. Our goals are to:

Increase citizen knowledge, awareness and understanding of public issues;
Enhance public participation in decisions regarding public issues, and
Help citizens craft, evaluate and implement alternative solutions to public issues.
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