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Arkansas Supreme Court Blocks Votes on Issue 1
Minimum Wage Survives Court Challenge

Not all of the proposals included in Issue 1 on this year's ballot are related to each other, the Arkansas
Supreme Court said Thursday when blocking votes from counting on the issue.

With early voting set to start Monday, the court's decision comes too late to remove Issue 1 from
printed ballots and from voting machines. Their ruling will mean that any votes cast for or against the
measure will not be counted.

Issue 1 would have limited attorney pay in contingency fee cases, set limits on how much money
could be awarded for non-economic and punitive damages, given the legislature authority to create
court rules, and lowered the number of votes needed to change or do away with existing court rules.

"Without opining upon the relationship between other sections, it is simply untenable to assert that
section 1 is reasonably germane to sections 3 or 4," the majority opinion stated. 

"Section 1 limits the rights of private parties to contract for legal services. Sections 3 and 4 broaden
and diversify the legislature's ability to exert influence over judicial rule-making authority. Section 1
does not operate to support, develop, clarify, or otherwise aid the function of sections 3 or 4 in any
meaningful way, nor do sections 3 or 4 offer any such benefit to section 1. The first section of Issue
No. 1 is simply not reasonably germane to the other sections."

Read the majority opinion. There was a concurring opinion and a dissenting opinion on the case
Martin v Humphrey. 

More than $4 million has been spent by groups supporting or opposing Issue 1. 

The Arkansas Supreme Court also Thursday dismissed a challenge seeking to remove Issue 5, an
increase to the Arkansas minimum wage, from the ballot. The proposal was being challenged over the

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?preview=true&m=1102419539174&ca=49b31d27-8f8a-46d9-a823-48880b62c06b&id=preview
https://ui.constantcontact.com/emailSharePreview.jsp?id=preview
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1102419539174&p=oi&id=preview
http://www.uaex.edu/issue1
https://contexte.aoc.arkansas.gov/imaging/IMAGES/DMS/CK_Image.Present2?DMS_ID=0B2BE63220B9B566FE120778271625B1D512A787402C98BF2CFFECE6F8A8FBC328FF4C0A6C41614046A08066BA3AF6EBFBE4C8B843314398C906DC69E557044B&i_url=https://contexte.aoc.arkansas.gov/imaging/IMAGES/DMS
https://contexte.aoc.arkansas.gov/imaging/IMAGES/DMS/CK_Image.Present2?DMS_ID=ABF41EAE9982ACEBE81B4F9D1A81DA4EB2BE136CC4B043CB5EA843723B51D3B6AD13FD87A8332FB7576AFE2723E8B896D40286A6ADC713E21DC5427DA2F8DB9C&i_url=https://contexte.aoc.arkansas.gov/imaging/IMAGES/DMS
https://contexte.aoc.arkansas.gov/imaging/IMAGES/DMS/CK_Image.Present2?DMS_ID=888840943352A5B54C0A2550C8D33992C8048AB258B92F359AE84DF502B598EBEE40349C1C6F0CF1E0660E46F9055572E0C92F2074E45EA263EE152AB5C8703B&i_url=https://contexte.aoc.arkansas.gov/imaging/IMAGES/DMS
http://www.uaex.edu/issue5


6/7/2021 Constant Contact

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list 2/3

petition paperwork filed to place the issue on the ballot. 

Opponents said the proposal didn't have enough valid voter signatures to be on the ballot. However, a
special judge who reviewed the paperwork disagreed, and the Arkansas Supreme Court on Thursday
rejected the request to stop voting on the issue.

Read the majority opinion. There was a concurring opinion.

Issue 5 seeks to increase the Arkansas minimum wage from $8.50 per hour to $9.25 per hour in 2019,
then up to $10 in 2020, and finally to $11 in 2021.

Last week, the court dismissed a complaint against the ballot title of Issue 4. The only remaining court
challenge is related to Issue 3, a proposal to shorten term limits for state legislators from 16 years to
10 years. There has been no legal challenge to Issue 2, which would require voters to present
photographic identification when voting in person or through absentee ballot.

Election Day is Nov. 6. Read our updated voter guide for more information about the Arkansas ballot
issues.

Do you know how you want to vote?

We love feedback. Take this anonymous survey to let us know how we
did with the 2018 Arkansas Ballot Issue Voter Guide. Did we provide
you with enough information to make a decision on the ballot issues?
What did you like? What could we do better? 

Take the survey: 
https://uaex.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eDn0BtXQPUUavhH

Pick up an Arkansas Ballot Issue Voter Guide at your County Extension Office! 

 

Watch our short video on all the ballot issues.

 
  

  
Know of a potential ballot issue? 

E-mail the information to publicpolicycenter@uaex.edu or call Kristin Higgins at 501-671-2160. 

You can find past newsletters and ballot issue fact sheets at 
http://www.uaex.edu/ballot

  

     
#ARballot

The Public Policy Center was established in 2004 to provide Arkansans with timely, credible, unaligned and research-based information and
education about public issues. Public issues are defined as pressing and emerging issues that involve multiple points of view and have
widespread consequences. Our goals are to:
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Increase citizen knowledge, awareness and understanding of public issues;
Enhance public participation in decisions regarding public issues, and
Help citizens craft, evaluate and implement alternative solutions to public issues.
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