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Issue 4 - Casino Gaming - Survives Court Challenge
Arkansas Supreme Court upholds Voter ID law

Arkansans will be voting on whether to allow casino gaming at four locations after the Arkansas
Supreme Court rejected two court challenges Thursday over the wording of Issue 4. 

The court also upheld a state law that requires Arkansans to show ID when voting to prove their voter
registration. The vote was 5-2. 

Legislators passed Act 633 in the 2017 legislative session. The state law was in addition to their
decision to refer Issue 2 to voters this Election Day.

Issue 2 proposes to add photographic identification to the state constitution as a requirement to vote in
Arkansas. The proposed constitutional amendment was seen as a way to enact Voter ID in case Act
633 was found unconstitutional. 

A previous state law requiring voters to show identification was found unconstitutional in 2014. A
difference between that law and Act 633 is that Act 633 requires identification in order to prove voter
registration, a process the state legislature has more authority over regulating. The 2017 state law
also allows voters without identification to cast a provisional ballot and allow them to sign an affidavit
swearing that they are who they say they are.

No one has filed a lawsuit seeking to stop votes on Issue 2 like they did with the other four statewide
ballot issues.

The casino gaming amendment faced two lawsuits seeking to prevent votes from counting. Both
lawsuits said the wording of Issue 4 was misleading to voters. 

"We believe that the popular name and ballot title of Issue No. 4 give voters a fair understanding of the
issues presented and the scope and significance of the proposed changes in law, are free of any
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misleading tendency or partisan coloring, and will allow voters to reach an intelligent and informed
decision for or against the proposal and understand the consequences of his or her vote," the Court
stated in its unanimous opinion in Knight v Martin. 

Read the two Issue 4 lawsuits and Arkansas Supreme Court opinions below:

Lawsuit: Judith Corrine Stiritz V Mark Martin Sec of State Majority Opinion     
Concurring/Dissenting Opinion

Lawsuit: Jim Knight V Mark Martin, Secretary of State Opinion 

The Arkansas Supreme Court is also considering legal challenges to Issue 1, Issue 3, and Issue 5.

Counties have already printed their paper ballots and programmed their electronic voting machines,
so the issues will appear on the ballot. The Arkansas Supreme Court will be deciding whether votes
for or against those issues will count.

Do you know how you want to vote?

We love feedback. Take this anonymous survey to let us know how we
did with the 2018 Arkansas Ballot Issue Voter Guide. Did we provide
you with enough information to make a decision on the ballot issues?
What did you like? What could we do better? 

Take the survey: 
https://uaex.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eDn0BtXQPUUavhH

Pick up an Arkansas Ballot Issue Voter Guide at your County Extension Office! 

 

Watch our short video on all the ballot issues.

 
  

  
Know of a potential ballot issue? 

E-mail the information to publicpolicycenter@uaex.edu or call Kristin Higgins at 501-671-2160. 

You can find past newsletters and ballot issue fact sheets at 
http://www.uaex.edu/ballot

  

     
#ARballot

The Public Policy Center was established in 2004 to provide Arkansans with timely, credible, unaligned and research-based information and
education about public issues. Public issues are defined as pressing and emerging issues that involve multiple points of view and have
widespread consequences. Our goals are to:
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Increase citizen knowledge, awareness and understanding of public issues;
Enhance public participation in decisions regarding public issues, and
Help citizens craft, evaluate and implement alternative solutions to public issues.
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