


Kingsland, Arkansas
• Located along U.S. Hwy. 79 in 

Cleveland County

• Pop: 414 (2017 estimate)

• Businesses include one 

convenience store and one 

trucking company

• Local elementary is being 

consolidated to Rison in 

August

• Local school will become 

Head Start Center for Rison 

and Kingsland students



Challenges Facing Kingsland and Cleveland County



Challenges Facing Kingsland and Cleveland County



Historical Assets in Cleveland County:
• Birthplace of Johnny Cash

• Birthplace of Paul "Bear" Byrant

• Site of the Civil War Battle of Marks Mill



Johnny "J.R." Cash's Cleveland County Connections

• Born Feb. 26, 1932 at Cross Roads community north of 

Kingsland

• Parents: Ray Cash (Rison native) and Carrie Rivers 

Cash (Kingsland native)

• Family moved from Kingsland to Dyess in 1935 as part 

of a New Deal farming colony

• Made several trips back to Cleveland County to visit 

relatives as both a youth and adult

• Performed a Bicentennial Concert at the Rison High 

School football field in 1976

• Many relatives still remain in the county



Johnny Cash Birthplace - Cross Roads Community



Cross Roads Community Today



Current local tributes to Johnny Cash



Johnny Cash marker in Kingsland after installation



Johnny Cash visits to Cleveland County
Johnny Cash and Johnny Horton visit Kingsland in1959



Johnny Cash visits to Cleveland County
Old Kingsland Post Office today



Johnny Cash visits to Cleveland County
Train visit to Kingsland and Rison for Bicentennial Concert
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Train visit to Kingsland and Rison for Bicentennial Concert



Johnny Cash visits to Cleveland County
Family Reunions at Rison Legion Hut

Johnny with his Aunt Mabel McKinney 

and Father Ray Cash during 1970 visit

Johnny poses with some young relatives during 

a 1977 visit



Our Plans To Promote Johnny Cash and Other 

Historical Assets Moving Forward
• Work with the Johnny Cash Family Trust to develop 

a new center dedicated solely to his birthplace 

and family ties to Kingsland and Cleveland County.

• We are currently working with Breakthrough 

Solutions partner Ed Levy with Cromwell Architects 

Engineers on a design for a building



Our Plans To Promote Johnny Cash and Other 

Historical Assets Moving Forward
• In the interim, develop a small local history museum 

at the Roy Sturgis Fine Arts Building that was part of 

the Kingsland School campus

• This museum will promote the area's affiliation with 

not only Johnny Cash, but also Paul "Bear" Bryant, 

the Roy Sturgis Family and other significant people 

from the Kingsland and Cleveland County



Our Plans To Promote Johnny Cash and Other 

Historical Assets Moving Forward
• Develop a Johnny Cash "Geocache" Trail in 

Cleveland County that will take visitors to sites within 

the county that have ties to Johnny Cash

• Destinations will include his birthplace, the Old 

Kingsland Post Office, his parade route along Main 

Street in Downtown Rison, the football field where 

he performed his Bicentennial Concert, and other 

other sites.


