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Know Your Hazards

Unique Considerations

Make a Plan

Get a Kit

Key Takeaways

CERT - Engage Community
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What are your expectations for the total
solar eclipse event?
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Arkansas Preparedness Levels

describe plan as  “complete”have an emergency
response plan 
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Common
misconceptions:

Most emergencies are short-lived
I won’t ever have to deal with an
emergency
There are a lot of emergencies I just
can’t prepare for
Preparing takes too much time
It won't be bad and there will be
plenty of resources to help
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Tourists are usually not familiar
with the local area and its potential
hazards. Meaning YOU are a vital
source of information and direction
during potential emergencies... or
maybe a mega-event?!

Ok...but why should I care?
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The 3 steps to preparedness

Know your hazards Make your plan Gather your supplies

FOR INDIVIDUALS & BUSINESSES
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Step #1

Know Your Hazards

What are the top
hazards in AR?
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Disease Outbreaks

Severe Weather

Power Outages

Landslides

Nuclear

Hazardous Material
Spills

Floods

Wildfires

Earthquakes

Tornado

Top 10 hazards in AR:
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4 5 20
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Plot the hazards to determine the risk level:
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Step #2
Make Your Plan
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ALL HAZARD PLANNING
INCLUDES

ECLIPSE PLANNING

individual & business preparedness increases community resilience
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What are some potential benefits
and challenges associated with a
total solar eclipse event in our

community?
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Unique Considerations
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TRAFFIC

SURGE

CRIME

traffic volume increases of 200%, Oregon DOT
reported a 30-mile backup on the main highway 

Wyoming: some communities reported a 500%
increase in population 

Linn County, Oregon: LE reported 25 car break-ins and
thefts during the two days surrounding the eclipse

Madras, Oregon: empty the trash bins in the city twice
as often, "significant amounts" of litter and garbage

WASTE MGMT

Lincoln County, Oregon: 18 heat-related calls
Hopkinsville, Kentucky:  35 heat-related calls 
Carbondale, Illinois: 64 heat-related calls

HEAT STRESS

2017 Statistics:
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TRAFFIC

SURGE

CRIME

Hopkinsville, Kentucky traffic management plan with temporary
road closures, designated parking areas, and shuttle services,
provided real-time traffic updates and alternate routes 

Perryville, Missouri held community meetings and workshops
in the lead-up to discuss challenges and mitigation measures,
embraced it with a comprehensive outreach campaign

Columbia, South Carolina implemented a "zero-tolerance"
policy, promoted responsible tourism practices, and
encouraged visitors to report any suspicious activity

Casper, Wyoming implemented a comprehensive waste
management as well as public education campaigns on
responsible waste disposal and sustainability

WASTE MGMT

Madras, Oregon set up multiple first aid stations and cooling
stations, ensured hospitals (911) were ready to handle an
increase

HEAT STRESS

Mitigation Measures:
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SIGNAGE WILL BE YOUR BFF
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What partnerships should be formed
to ensure the success of the event?

How can we best engage community members
in the planning process?
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Community Members & Stakeholders

Local
Government:
mayor, city &

county
officials,

emergency
management

personnel

Business
Owners:

hospitality and
tourism sectors,

Chamber of
Commerce

Community
Groups:

neighborhood
associations

and faith-
based groups

Law
Enforcement
and Security
Personnel:

police officers
and private

security firms 

Environmental
Groups: local

parks
departments or
conservation
organizations

Astronomical
Organizations 
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Know how you will communicate:
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Safety 
Considerations:

Emergency exits & routes

Physical barriers

Balance access & safety
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Include service
animals (and pets?)
in your preparation

1
Batteries for

hearing aids and
prescriptions

2
Writing pad if verbal
communication is

difficult, 
community board

3

Planning for special needs:
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Step #3
Gather Supplies
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Grab-and-go bag
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 Transportation

Communication

Emergency Response

Public Safety

Waste Management

Key
Planning
Takeaways
that should be taken into
account when preparing
for a total solar eclipse:
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Key
Planning
Takeaways
that should be taken into
account when preparing
for a total solar eclipse:

Accomodations

Permits

Community Engagement

Collaboration - EMAC
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SO NOW WHAT?
Implement plans now to increase your

preparedness, improve business continuity, and
build community resilience.
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Engage your community to help!
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Dr. Bethany Swindell
 bswindell@atu.edu

Achiever | Learner | Strategic | Positivity | Connectedness

Eclipse Resources:




