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Created by Act 898 of the 90th General 

Assembly to create a better unpaved county 

road system with a reduced negative 

environmental impact on priority water 

resources in Arkansas

 Focuses on best management practices 

(BMPs) that reduce the impact of sediment and 

road runoff to streams, rivers, and drinking 

water supplies while reducing long term 

unpaved county road maintenance costs

What is the Unpaved Roads Program



Who is Eligible for Funding

 The Program is designed to fund work on 
public unbound (no asphalt, concrete, etc.) 
roads

 Counties are the primary applicants for 
funding

 The entity that owns and maintains the road 
is the entity eligible to apply for Program 
funding    



What Types of Projects are 

Eligible

 Only projects that provide some form of environmental 
benefit, typically by reducing sediment and 
concentrated drainage to waterways, will be considered 
for funding.

http://hancockwatch.nfshost.com/docs/fishy.htm



Ineligible 

 Roadways that have bound surfaces including oil, asphalt, 

concrete, or any mixture of sealed aggregate.

 Roadways that are not negatively impacting a priority body of 

water.

 Public roads that are open to the public for less than eight (8) 

consecutive weeks.

 Any and all private roads.

*Applicants are not eligible for an Unpaved Roads Grant 

if the county has an Unpaved Roads Grant currently open. Once 

the grant has been closed out, applicants are eligible to apply.

What types of Projects are 

Ineligible



Priority Water Bodies In Order of 

Program Priority

 A water body containing an aquatic species listed as 

threatened, endangered or a candidate species by the federal 

Government and a priority for ANRC or has been determined to 

be impaired as a result of turbidity or sediment

 A water body used as a drinking source for people

 A water body used as an interstate waterway

 A water body the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission had 
determined contains a species of greatest conservation need

 A water body important to agricultural or pasture land use

 A water body important to forestry land use



Environmentally Sensitive 

Maintenance

 An Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance (ESM) certified 
person must be in charge of work plan development and 
project implementation for the applying county

 Training to become ESM certified is provided through a 
one day course which is no cost to potential grant 
applicants

 Recommended for all persons representing the county 
such as county judges, road crew, and administrative 
personnel

 ESM training certification is good for 5 years

 ESM practices are discussed in detail during the workshop



Project Expenses

 Applicant may apply for the full or partial cost of equipment, material 
or labor 

 Material expenses include but not

limited to pipe, stone, fill, aggregate, 

fabric, etc.

 Capped at $75,000

 All funded project must provide at least a 50% match (in-kind, cash, 
etc.) to include but not limited to labor, equipment, materials and 
services

 Project can be more or less than $75,000 but if more, there should be 
proof that the project will be funded

https://i.ytimg.com/vi/QxyOUMkj7p0/maxresdefault.jpg



Pre-Application Site

Visit

 Applicants are encouraged to conduct pre-
application site visit with staff before 
submitting application on any project over 
$25,000

 This ensures that the plan is in best interest for 
both parties

 Allows program staff to provide input early before 
much time has been invested in developing 
workplan

 Allows early discussions on potential issues such 
as permitting, landowner issues and funding 
availability



Grant Application

 Approved grant application must include cost breakdown for grant 
funds and matching funds

 Application must include workplan with a drawing (either hand 
drawn or digitally draw) of proposed project site

 The workplan is a plan view of the road with all planned features 
such as pipes, aggregate, underdrain, surface features, etc.

 A map identifying where the project is located with a clear 
delineation of the named water body that will be impacted by the 
project must included

 Applications deemed complete and acceptable will be submitted to 
the review committee for prioritization

 The Committee will review and prioritize applications based on 
established written criteria and make funding recommendations



Final Inspection

 Upon project completion, a final inspection with grant 
recipient must be conducted to ensure all aspects of 
the project has been completed
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