FROM THE DIRECTOR

Season of Growth

April is an amazing month in Arkansas. Despite our
recent bad weather and tornados, the spring planting
season has been fast and furious. | am always amazed at
how fast our growers can put in a crop. | know that our
ag specialists have been working hard a er a very short
break from county meeting season to get their research
plots in, in a timely manner as well. For administration,
it is budget time. I, along with our nance group and
department heads, have been looking at a lot of spread-
sheets lately and doing nancial planning for the new

scal year. | was disappointed in the news, like many
of you, that our recurring funding increase that was
proposed did not make it into this year’s state budget.
However, I think Dr. Fields made some great progress,
and hopefully, we can build on this in the next session.
Meanwhile, | want to assure you all that the Extension
Service is nancially sound for the time being and in a
good place.

I had one of those days this month that makes me very
proud to be the Director of the Cooperative Extension
Service. It started 0 with a drop in visit to our new
county o ce inJackson County. ey were putting in
the AV equipment and Sta Chair Matt Davis was hang-
ing art on the walls. | would say we are in the nishing
touches stage of something that I rst started working
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on over a decade ago. It is extremely ful Iling to me
professionally to see this one completed, and | am very
proud to have played a role in getting this resource to the
Extension Center and to Jackson County. From there |
went to Greene County for a groundbreaking ceremony
on the site of the new Extension Center for that county.
| was honored to get a chance to say a few words of
gratitude to Judge Rusty McMillon as well as everyone
else involved in making that facility happen. isis also
a project over a decade in the making, and | am very
happy for Sta Chair Lance Blythe and everyone in the
Greene County 0 ce. ey have been in a less than
desirable 0 ce situation for a long time, and | know they
are looking forward to its completion in about a year.

Our UADA Support Sta Conference was held on April
18and 19. iswasthe rsttime thiseventwaso ered
in-person since 2019, and we had great attendance
both online and at the 4-H Center.  is is an important
opportunity to provide professional development,
collaboration opportunities and show our gratitude to a
group of folks that really keep the Division running on
time. It was a good event, and | thank all those who were
involved in putting it on.

| hope you all get a chance to get out and enjoy spring. N
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Alpha lota Chapter

Award ReC|p|ents

For the Distinguished Team Award
= Laura Hendrix
* Pam Pruett

is award is designed to recognize out-
standing e orts of Extension sta teams
— consisting of two or more individuals
— for responding to and incorporating
one or more critical issues into a speci ¢
educational program.

Laura and Pam’s project, Financial
Empowerment for Success in Transition
to Re-entry, was designed to provide
nancial education and motivation to in-
carcerated individuals who are preparing

for re-entry into society. Financial education can help
these economically vulnerable consumers transition into

From left to right — Laura Hendrix,

Diana Morian, and Pam Pruett.

society, build nancial stability and reduce recidivism.

A series of four sessions were conducted at a correction
center. Evaluation surveys show that 98 percent of

participants report having
increased knowledge, and
82 percent plan to adopt one
or more recommendations.
One participant said, “It has
helped me build a better
foundation and future for
me and my family.” is
award will also be judged
on the National level.

For the 25 Year
Tenure chapter award:
e Laura Hendrix
= Susan Pickle

For the Retiree Service chapter award:
= Susan Pickle

Congratulations to the award recipients.

We are very proud of their accomplishments. n

Brinkley Small
Business Event

Small business owners and entrepreneurs alike were
present at the Small Business Event held in Brinkley on

March 14. Valerie Turner, Monroe County extension

sta chair, and Julie Goings, Phillips County extension

Family and Consumer Sciences agent, hosted the event

with the Brinkley Chamber of Commerce. Kamelle
Gomez and Kim Magee, extension program associates
for economic development, Claudia Wilson with the U.S.
Small Business Administration and Frederic Smith
with East Arkansas Enterprise Community provided
participants with information about the services and

opportunities available through each o ce. n
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Password Managers

On May 1, the ability to save passwords in browsers (Edge,
Chrome, and Firefox) will be turned o  on your work computers.
For those that store their passwords in browsers, we recommend
you export them before May 1. Once we activate the security
policy, you may lose access to them.

ere are various options available for storing passwords. e
best option is to use an approved dedicated password manager.

e only password manager so ware currently approved for
Extension use is 1Password. A license for 1Password can be re-
quested from IT at the cost of $99 per year
(pricing is subject to change with each
renewal). 1Password request form. Note:
According to their terms and conditions,
none of the free versions of password
managers are approved for business use.
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2023 TECH TUESDAYS WEBINARS

Zoom Pro Tip —
Employee Zoom Resources

Whether you’re a new employee or just need a refresher on Zoom
basics, the Video Conferencing Team has you covered. Visit the Zoom
Help for Employees page on the Employee website for help getting

signed into the Zoom web portal, installing and signing into the Zoom
desktop client, and installing and signing into the Zoom maobile app.

Hacks from Hump Day

No April Hump Day Hacks. e next Hump Day Hacks will be
May 24, 2023. Register now to join the next Hump Day Hacks.

« XLOOKUP function in Excel
= Paste Plain Text with Shortcut
in Microsoft Word
= Q&A in Zoom Meetings
« Division of Agriculture PowerPoint Templates N

Have you missed any past Tech Tuesday webinars or want to join future webinars? Check out the recordings and other resources
on the Tech Tuesday Blog page. More Tech Tuesday topics coming soon! Did you miss the March 2023 Tech Tuesday Webinar?

Check out the recording and resources for Making the Switch — Paper Newsletters to Constant Contact on the blog page.

4-H and FFA Horse
Judging Contest

e Department of Animal Science hosted the Razorback
Spring Horse Judging Contest in Fayetteville on April 15.

Is contest was designed to provide an opportunity for
collegiate students to practice their horse judging skills
prior to the Fall 2023 competitive season.

is contest will also serve as the Arkansas FFA

and 4-H state youth horse judging contest. Eleven
universities from across the country have signed up
to participate. A big thank you to Jordan Shore and
Rachel Scott for coordinating this event that brings
numerous students to the Pauline Whitaker Animal
Science Center and the University of Arkansas
campus. N
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Southwest Regional

and State Science Fairs

On March 31, the Soybean Science Challenge attended
the Southwest Arkansas Regional Science Fair at South-
west Arkansas University - Magnolia and the Arkansas
State Science Fair at the University of Central Arkansas in
Conway. Junior and senior division awards were presented
at SAU and three Arkansas State Science Fair awards were
presented to students with the top soybean research proj-
ects. Regional student Senior Division winners received
a $300 cash award, and their teacher mentors received
$200. Junior Division winners win $200, and their teacher
mentors receive $100. State winners win $1,000 for rst
place, $500 for second place and $250 for Honorable
Mention. Teachers win $300, $200, $100 respectively.
Student winners and their teacher mentors were:

» Southwest Arkansas Regional Science Fair:
Senior Division winner, Kaylee Hanson, with teacher
mentor Jessi Glass. Junior Division winner, Levi Foster,
with teacher mentor Amanda Watson.

» Arkansas State Science Fair:

First place: Alyssa  omas and Drew Johnson from
the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and
the Arts, with teacher mentor Dr. Lindsey Waddell
Second Place: Rini Eluvanthingal, from Little Rock
Central High School, with teacher mentor William
Drew. Honorable Mention: Justus Osbon from Fay-
etteville Christian Academy, with teacher mentor
Alicia Deavens.

e Soybean Science Chal-
lenge is a farmer-funded,
statewide, high school edu-
cation program that seeks to
increase student knowledge
about the value of Arkansas
soybeans to the Arkansas
economy, to the labor force,
and ultimately to feed and
fuel the world.

SW AR Regional Science Fair SR Divison
SSC Winner Kaylee Hanson with teacher
mentor Jessi Glass.

e Soybean
Science Challenge
is a partnership
between the

Arkansas Soybean
Arkansas StateD Smenc% Fair First place Promotion Board
winners Drew Johnson and iversi
yssa Thomas, and the University
of Arkansas System
Division of

Agriculture Cooperative Extension Service.

For more information, contact Dr. Julie Robinson,
jrobinson@uada.edu or Diedre Young at
dyoung@uada.edu. n

Honors Alumni and
Friends of the Department

e University of Arkansas System Division of
Agriculture’s Department of Animal Science presented
its 2023 Awards of Distinction during the annual
Awards and Scholarship Banquet at the Don Tyson
Center for Agricultural Sciences in Fayetteville on
April 27. Dr. Dari Brown and Dr. Ron Morrow re-
ceived Advanced Graduates of Distinction awards.
Wendie Phelps received the Graduate of Distinction

award, and Vicky Watkins received the Friend of the
Department award.

Each awardee was recognized for their contributions to
the animal science industry and research, as well as to
the Department of Animal Science in the Division of
Agriculture Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food
and Life Sciences. n



Support - Service - Resource g eNE
A D
3

Benefts Corner

The Employee Assistance Program

From time to time, we could all use a little help. When we
do, the licensed professionals from Arkansas Employee
Assistance Program (AEAP) are ready. AEAP is a ben-
e tprovided to you and your family at no cost by the
University.

If you need to talk to someone the AEAP is a ready
resource for you.

e Arkansas Employee Assistance Program profes-
sionals have years of experience and are here to help
when you're facing problems. Contact them directly
for a con dential consultation. Toll Free: 800.542.6021 /

BL

501.686.2588 / eap-elink.uams.edu to make appointments
via the portal. EAP also provides online counseling
through telephone or video call.

Retirement Plans

Fidelity and TIAA are available and conducting virtual
meetings and/or telephone appointments. Sessions may
be set up during normal business hours as appointments
are available. To set up a conference session with Fidelity,
email susan.screeton@fmr.com.

To set up a conference session with TIAA, go to
www.tiaa.org/schedulenow and select Virtual
Consultation. n

4-H Poultry Show Team

Eleven members of the Drew County 4-H Poultry Show
Team attended the Backwoods Poultry Show in Rison,
Arkansas, on March 11. Eight members participated in
showmanship in two di erent age divisions. Hadleigh G.
placed rstand Cheyenne B. placed second in the junior
division. Ethan K. placed second in the intermediate divi-
sion. In overall showmanship, Hadleigh G. placed fourth
and Ethan K. placed  h.

4-H Members showed birds in eleven di erent classes and
took home several reserve and best of class awards. In the

Members of the Drew County 4-H Poultry Show Team (from left to right): Eric, Brantley,
River, Micah, River, Cheyenne,Hadleigh, Bentley, Olivia, Ethan, and Sy.

junior show, River E. had Best Waterfowl with a grey Call
duck, Best Bantam, and Grand Champion of the Show
with a black Modern Game Bantam. Hadleigh G. received
Reserve Waterfowl with a white Runner duck and also
received Reserve Bantam, as well as Reserve Grand
Champion of the Show with a black Old English Bantam.
Micah H. won Best Large Fowl with a black Australorp.
Congratulations to all the show team members and thank
you for your dedication and hard work. n

Drew County 4-H Poultry Show Team pictued with
Showmanship Judge Lewis Hinkle (top row, second from the left).



Grants & Contracts

AWARD

PROJECT TITLE AMOUNT Pl GRANTING AGENCY
2023 NRA Monroe County 4-H Shooting Sports 1,360 Andrew Sayger | National Rifle Association Foundation (NRA)
Assessing Susceptibility of Insect Pests of Corn in Storage to Selected Insecticides 9,472 Ben Thrash Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Investigating Emerging Production Recommendation for Sustainable Soybean Production 47,501 Ben Thrash Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Refining insect thresholds in Arkansas soybean 45,413 Ben Thrash Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Impact of Water Quality on Insects 20,000 Ben Thrash Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
(D::‘e;re';'?3:;;';::2&?2:::’;2:::‘:‘:\c:':;aigeAT:::;:a; ;:;:::r Sy 9,441 Ben Thrash Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
2023 NRA Baxter County 4-H Shooting Sports 1,986 Brad Runsick National Rifle Association Foundation (NRA)
Corn and grain sorghum enterprise budgets 10,000 Breanna Watkins Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Soybean Enterprise Budgets 10,000 Breanna Watkins Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Economic Analysis of Corn and Grain Sorghum Production and Marketing Practices 5,713 Brian Deaton Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Assessing Susceptibility of Insect Pests of Corn in Storage to Selected Insecticides 9,065 Glenn Studebaker Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Refining insect thresholds in Arkansas soybean 9,291 Glenn Studebaker Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
:’;;’;:;’a"l:zgj‘g':e‘::‘ga::’;::‘V‘;:’)f::m:::‘g:;‘,;;::;a“"“f‘" Stinkbug Complex 6449  |GlennStudebaker|  Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Groundwater Economics Study 20,000 Hunter Biram Arkansas Agriculture Department
United Way of Columbia County 2023 Funding for 4-H programming 3,000 Jamie Lee Collier United Way of Columbia County
Determining the value added of starter fertilizer with in-furrow fungicide on corn 2,750 Jason Davis Corn & Grain Promotion Board
eﬁltoelr:fl:::\? ;I;Ie dvlil‘;l;:’af::';?i't(':?:_;zm'g;z: on regional, 16,893 Jason Davis Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Arkansas corn and grain sorghum research verification program 126,000 Jason Kelley Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Optimizing Plant Population and Nitrogen Rate in Corn 31,000 Jason Kelley Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Determining the value added of starter fertilizer with in-furrow fungicide on corn 8,662 Jason Kelley Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Investigating Emerging Production Recommendation for Sustainable Soybean Production 164,284 Jeremy Ross Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
On Farm Variable Soybean Seeding Rate Study 45,680 Jeremy Ross Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Science for Success 114,023 Jeremy Ross Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Improving Technology Transfer for Profitable and Sustainable Soybean Production 69,122 Jeremy Ross Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Soybean Research Verification Program 210,273 Jeremy Ross Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
gﬂot;l‘:::::l;?ellt:: Extent of Potassium Deficiency and Chloride Toxicity in Arkansas 10,500 Jeremy Ross Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Arkansas Future Ag Leaders Tour 5,000 Julie Robinson Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Arkansas Future Ag Leaders Tour 5,000 Julie Robinson Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Soybean Science Challenge 85,875 Julie Robinson Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
2023 NRA Crittenden County 4-H Shooting Sports 1,986 Katrina Owens | National Rifle Association Foundation (NRA)
Storm water management education and outreach program in Jefferson County 7,070 Kevin L Harris Jefferson County
The Arkansas Discovery Farm Program 5,000 Mike Daniels Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Arkansas Discovery Farm 23,544 Mike Daniels Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Assessing Susceptibility of Insect Pests of Corn in Storage to Selected Insecticides 7,438 Nick Bateman Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Refining insect thresholds in Arkansas soybean 15,996 Nick Bateman Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Determining factors associated with poor grain quality in soybean and management options 17,622 Nick Bateman Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Arkansas Future Ag Leaders Tour 5,000 Julie Robinson Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Arkansas Future Ag Leaders Tour 5,000 Julie Robinson Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Soybean Science Challenge 85,875 Julie Robinson Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
2023 NRA Crittenden County 4-H Shooting Sports 1,986 Katrina Owens | National Rifle Association Foundation (NRA)
Storm water management education and outreach program in Jefferson County 7,070 Kevin L Harris Jefferson County
The Arkansas Discovery Farm Program 5,000 Mike Daniels Corn & Grain Promotion Board
Arkansas Discovery Farm 23,544 Mike Daniels Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Assessing Susceptibility of Insect Pests of Corn in Storage to Selected Insecticides 7,438 Nick Bateman Corn & Grain Promotion Board




Grants & Contracts com)

AWARD
PROJECT TITLE AMOUNT Pl GRANTING AGENCY

Refining insect thresholds in Arkansas soybean m Nick Bateman Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board
Determining factors associated with poor grain quality in soybean and management options 17,622 Nick Bateman Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board

Determining the value of fungicide application on regional, whole-farm, field level, and

within-field Scales 35,793 Terry Spurlock Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board

Understanding Taproot decline; a soybean disease of increasing importance in Arkansas 19,802 Terry Spurlock Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board

Comprehensive Disease Screening of Soybean Varieties in Arkansas 42,896 Terry Spurlock Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board

Determining factors associated with poor grain quality in soybean and management options 29,409 Terry Spurlock Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board

Developing a Stellite Based Field Scouting Tool 14,860 Terry Spurlock Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board

Evaluation of new herbicides, premixes, programs, and application methods for
improved control of problematic weeds in corn

| ATeam Approach to Weed ManagementinSoybean | 62704 | TomBarber | ArkansasSoybean PromotionBoard |
ATeam Approach to Weed Management in Soybean
Assess management options for corn nematodes in Arkansas m
Fast Tracking MG4 and Early MG5 Cultivars with Southern Root Know Nematode Resistance mm
Monitor and Management of Fungicide-Resistant Soybean Diseases in Arkansas m
Integrated Management of Soybean Nematodes in Arkansas m
Comprehensive Disease Screening of Soybean Varieties in Arkansas mm

TOTAL AWARDS FOR MARCH 2023: 2,043,065

Tom Barber Corn & Grain Promotion Board
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Personnel Changes ,, .

Welcome Aboard:

Deborah Nistler — Assistant Vice President - 4-H and Youth Development, Little Rock / / / | \ N\ ™~
Cora Hicks — 4-H Program Assistant, Lonoke County

Amanda Rychtarik — County Extension Agent - 4-H, Baxter County

Christie Tyson — Administrative Specialist 111, Woodru County

Carri Dodd — County Extension Agent - Family & Consumer Science, Crawford County

LaGrand Elliott — Navigator Project Specialist - Agriculture Economics and Agriculture Business, Little Rock

Kerron Simpson — County Extension Agent - Family & Consumer Science, Ouachita County

Anthony Bowden — Assistant Professor - Ornamentals Specialist, Horticulture, Little Rock

Madelyn Bokker — Administrative Specialist |11, Prairie County

Brett Cooper — Program Technician - Arkansas Discovery Farm, Crop Soil & Environmental Science, Little Rock

Sydney Holmes — Program Associate - Mental Health, Family & Consumer Science, Little Rock

Jeantyl Norze — Associate Professor - Organizational Accountability & Evaluation, Community, Professional, & Economic Development, Little Rock
Harleigh Livingston — County Extension Agent - 4-H, Ashley County

Gerard Degbedji — Fiscal Support Analyst, Finance, Little Rock

Farewell to:

Bailey Golden — Administrative Specialist I, Arkansas County
Scharidi Joah Barber — Poultry Science, Instructor - Poultry Youth Program, Little Rock
Phylicia Bass— O ce of Inclusion, Access, & Compliance, Legal/Compliance Assistant, Little Rock

University of Arkansas, United States Department of Agriculture, and County Governments Cooperating. The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture o ers all its Extension and Research programs to all eligible persons without
regard torace, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, andisan A - rmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.



