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About the National Agricultural Library

• Houses one of the world’s largest collections 
including more than 8.1 million print and physical 
format items devoted to agriculture and its related 
sciences, with both physical and digital collections

• One of five U.S. National Libraries

• Congressionally designated depository for U.S. 
Government documents

• Departmental library for USDA

1.1 million+ print collection materials

Access to 440,000+ eBooks

8 million+ digital items

211,000+ items digitized for the Internet 
Archive

Access to 117,000+ ejournals & 
5,200+ newspapers

2,900+ journals indexed

100,000+ full-text articles in PubAg

6,900+ datasets in AgData Commons



National Agricultural Library
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Research and Data Services



National Agricultural Library
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

NAL SEARCH
https://search.nal.usda.gov 

• Find agricultural literature across 3 NAL 

databases including:

o AGRICOLA – NAL catalog & articles index

o PubAg – peer-reviewed article citations and 

access to USDA-funded full-text documents

o NAL Digital Collections – historic materials

• 8,000,000+ records as far back as the 15th 

century

• Print and Electronic Materials from the NAL 

Collection and beyond: 

o scientific research

o policy documents

o technical reports

o historical documents

https://search.nal.usda.gov/
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PubAg
https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/ 

PubAg is a free, searchable database containing links to
USDA –authored and funded peer-reviewed journal articles
300,000+ full-text articles relevant to the agricultural sciences
• indexed citations to peer-reviewed journal articles in the agricultural 

sciences 

https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/
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Ag Data Commons

• Platform for sharing, discovering and accessing data outputs for USDA-funded research
https://agdatacommons.nal.usda.gov/

• Services to create, curate, and enable access to machine-readable scientific metadata, 
helping make USDA-funded data Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable 
(FAIR)
 https://www.nal.usda.gov/services/agdatacommons

https://agdatacommons.nal.usda.gov/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/services/agdatacommons
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Digital Collections
https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01NAL_INST:MAIN 

NAL Digital Collections (NALDC):

– Historical Dietary Guidance

– Organic Roots 

– Fruit & Vegetable Market News

– USDA Publications

– USDA Pomological Watercolors

– and more!

NAL Internet Archives Collection: 

https://archive.org/details/usdanationalagriculturallibrary

https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01NAL_INST:MAIN
https://archive.org/details/usdanationalagriculturallibrary
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Exhibits
https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/exhibits

https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/exhibits

Local Foods: Then and Now Small Agriculture Housing in Rural 

America: A Historical 
Look Back

https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/exhibits
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Rural Information Center

The Rural Information Center (RIC) provides 
information, research, and referral services to: 

• Rural government officials 
• Community organizations 
• Libraries
• Businesses 
• Citizens in rural communities

https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/ric 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/ric
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RIC Services

• On-request information guides

– Funding resources

– Agritourism information

– Emergency preparedness

• Reference services

– Specific funding topics

– Historic information

– Data and statistics
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Contact NAL With Your Questions

Use our chat service for a 
quick response!

Chat with us or email at:

https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question 

Phone: 301-504-5755

https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
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Thank You!

tammy.kirk@usda.gov

Tammy Kirk
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Overview of Resources

• National Agricultural Library (NAL): https://www.nal.usda.gov/

• Agricultural Law Information Partnership: https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/aglaw

• Tribal College Librarians Institute: https://www.lib.montana.edu/tcli/

• Indigenous Food & Agricultural Law Research (NALC): Indigenous Food & Agriculture legal research

• Rural Information Center: https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/ric 

• NAL Search: https://search.nal.usda.gov

• DigiTop: https://digitop.nal.usda.gov/

• Borrowing Materials: https://www.nal.usda.gov/borrow-materials

• Special Collections: https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/special-collections

• Digital Collections: https://naldc.nal.usda.gov/

• Exhibits: https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/exhibits

• Ask Us a Question: https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question   

https://www.nal.usda.gov/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/aglaw
https://www.lib.montana.edu/tcli/
https://nationalaglawcenter.org/research-by-topic/indigenousfoodandag/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/ric
https://agricola.nal.usda.gov/
https://digitop.nal.usda.gov/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/borrow-materials
https://www.nal.usda.gov/borrow-materials
https://www.nal.usda.gov/borrow-materials
https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/special-collections
https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/special-collections
https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/special-collections
https://naldc.nal.usda.gov/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/exhibits
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
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